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SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 2022                                               1ST SUNDAY OF LENT  
A MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

‘What is truth’ Pilate will ask Jesus in the passion reading on Good Friday. A crucial question and desire for all of us in a world of 

deception, lies, half-truths and spin. As the tragedy and human suffering caused by Russia's invasion of Ukraine unfolds before 

us on the television and radio we believe and we have confidence in that what we see and hear is true. What also emerges is that 

in Russia there is a different truth being spoken; news is being filtered and amended to serve a political end and a power game. 

We are also strangely fascinated, if not frightened, by Mr. Putin who lives by a different truth which is subject to his ego and 

desire to maintain power. Will the truth win out? 

 

Jesus, after his baptism, when a voice from heaven declares ‘you are my son, the beloved, my favour rests on you’, goes into self-

exile to grapple with this truth. Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit uses this time in the desert to discover the truth about himself 

which will shape His ministry and ultimately his coming passion, death and resurrection. He fasts and prays and is tempted by 

Satan who offers him a different truth.  

 

The first temptation plays on Jesus’ hunger and offers the solution of material wellbeing & prosperity as the truth to live by and 

pursue. Jesus rejects this false truth as ultimately unsatisfying and not the way of God.  

The second temptation is the worship of power and the domination of others as the truth to live by. Jesus rejects this false truth 

as corrupting and deadly for he comes to serve and give his life as a ransom for many; to live by the truth of sacrificial love.  

The third temptation is more subtle, to be a celebrity and bask in the limelight, create a stir by showy miracles and wonders, that 

is the truth to live by. But then again it can also be the temptation to test God by sitting back and letting God's unseen 

messengers, the angels, do the hard work and simply take the credit. Jesus rejects this false truth for the truth that He lives by is 

recognized in humble service. The Saviour who kneels at the feet of his disciples to wash their feet.  

 

The first Sunday of Lent is always a wakeup call. A time to ask ourselves important questions and crucially, is Jesus the way, the 

truth and the life for us? All of us have to recognise that we can be tempted by materialism in its many forms. This is often 

shown in the scandals of fraud, corruption and the ever-growing gulf between extreme wealth and extreme poverty to say 

nothing of the problems of obesity, alcoholism and drugs. All of us can be tempted to crave power and position to manipulate 

others, to bully and be powerful on places such as Facebook, Twitter and the rest. It's easy to see all of this in others but can we 

recognise it in ourselves? All of us can be tempted to ignore the call we hear in the first reading which Moses made so long ago 

to recognise our history, our story and God's presence with us on this journey. God does not magically smooth our path of all 

difficulty but calls to play our part and be responsible and honest laying the gift of our lives before him.  

 

St Paul reminds us in the second reading to make the word of God our very truth. This is more than lip service but a belief from 

the heart; a truth to be treasured and lived. Not kept at a distance or left in a shelf like an ornament, glanced at and dusted on 

occasions. Today we recognise the call of lent to live by the truth that Jesus has given us and that can truly save us. 

 

 QUESTION OF THE WEEK – What false truths am I tempted to live by?  

Loving God, We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will be close to them and protect them.  

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.  

We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  

May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for all the world. Our Lady, Queen 

of Peace, Pray for us.  Amen. 



THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 
Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

Lent 2022 – Lent is a great time to return to mass after Covid restrictions. You could begin with a weekday mass which are usually quieter. 

Stations of the cross are on Sundays at 4:30 in St Josephs followed by Benediction. Tuesday 2pm at St Marys, Friday 6pm at St Patricks and St 

Marys on Saturday at 10am (Live Streamed). The sacrament of reconciliation is available 25 minutes before every weekday evening mass as 

well Saturdays 4-4.30pm before Vigil Mass. 

Cafod – Envelopes will be distributed today to be used for what you save fasting next Friday 11th March. There will be a soup lunch after the 

Friday Mass on the 11th March. This takes place in the Holy family Centre. Volunteers to make soup and to help on the day will enable us to 

continue for all Fridays during Lent. This weekend there is a reminder of our local charities and a chance to thank you for your continued 

support. Walk with me and day by day as well as our Lenten sheet are available at the back of church.  

THE SYNOD AND A LISTENING CHURCH - Webinar 5th March 11am. Sr. Nathalie Becquart is the under secretary to the Synod of Bishops at 

the Vatican. She is currently organising the synod process and empowering the Church across the world to journey towards the international 

Synod. She will be the guest speaker at a webinar on the 5th March 11am-12.30pm for people across the diocese. A time to listen, discuss and 

question her on the church and the way forward. To register please email admin@ymt.org requesting ‘webinar registration’. 

Holy Family Disaster Fund - £500 has been donated to the Ukraine humanitarian appeal on behalf of the parish.  

 

Gift Aid – Thank you for your response to last week’s appeal.  If you are current members of the scheme and did not collect your new box of 

envelopes, please contact the Parish Office and delivery will be arranged.  If you took information packs or Gift Aid forms, please return the 

completed Gift Aid form to any of our churches in the envelope provided. Bankers Order forms should be taken to your bank.  If you require 

any assistance, please contact the Parish Office and we will respond. 

200 Club – The February Draw has been made.  The winners were 1st Prize £150 No. 125 Maureen Frank, 2nd Prize £75 No. 135 Sheila 

Atkinson, 3rd Prize £25 No. 152 Phil Kelly.  Congratulations to our winners, commiserations to those who were unsuccessful.  Annual 

Subscriptions of £25 and Quarterly payments of £6.25 are now due.  Please put cash or cheque in a sealed envelope and put your name and 

address on the envelope and put it in collection boxes at church.  Cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 200 Club”.  Thank You 

Red Mission Boxes - Thank you to everyone who brought their Red Mission boxes to St Mary's. We have banked £357.70. Well done. Maria 

Morris. 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND - There is a meeting on Thursday 10th March at 6.30pm in the Weekday Chapel at St 

Joseph’s for all those who have previously been taking Communion to the sick and housebound, as well as those who are presently taking out 

Communion from Mass, and for any Eucharistic Minister who would be interested in this important ministry. There will be a time of prayer, and 

a discussion of reconnecting with our sick and housebound, and our various nursing homes. Please try to attend so that during Lent we can 

work to reconnect with our sick and housebound.  

 

LENT REFLECTIONS - An aid to reflection and prayer during Lent can be found at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-

prayer/#seasonal. 

 

SYCAMORE FOR LENT - “We are pilgrims ‘journeying together’ whose listening and speaking is that of those who seek and not that of those 

who believe they have found.” This quote leapt out at me when I attended Synod meetings. I have been extremely privileged to host two 

online sycamore.fm get togethers. Sycamore opens up the heart of the Christian message and helps people to grow in faith. The films give an 

inspiring vision of Catholic Christianity. They involve some clear teaching and thought-provoking testimonies. The discussion groups, even 

online, help people grow in friendship and build a sense of community. This was evident in the people who took part. They showed an 

amazing openness and willingness to share and listen to each other’s stories. It epitomised the “journeying together” in the quote above. I 

invite you to join me on such a journey this Lenten season. We will gather online each Sunday from 6 March to 10 April at 4.00pm until 

5.15pm. Why not invite a friend to come along too? This is a free course. Please register  https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-

sycamore-course/ 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH 
 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, please 

contact→ 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - It’s not too late for anyone in Year 9 or above 

to join the confirmation process. Contact Ric for more details. 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://www.sycamore.fm/about-sycamore/what-is-sycamore/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-sycamore-course/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-sycamore-course/


OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER, KATHLEEN BARLOW, MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY 

BURNS,  MICHAEL CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY 

CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  

DOROTHY GEEN, DAVID GREEN, DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL 

MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH 

ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  VAL SMITH,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT 

SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MELVIN THACKERAY, LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  

ANTHONY WEEGRAM 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Fr Harry Ryan, Christine Mary Readhead, Irene Nealon, Joseph McHugh, John Peters, Michelle Hughes, Moreen Horseman, 

Shiela Glover, Kevin Michael Lee, Valentine Smith  

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

 

ST JOSEPH’S: Michael Bell, John Phelan, Mary Purcell, Margaret Beattie, Catherine Robertson, David Turnbull, Tommy 

McCluskey, Robert Elsdon, Timothy Mahoney. Peter Fitzgerald, Mary Fleet, Winifred Halliburton, Enid Crebbin, Agnes Glover, Joe 

Breheney, Sydney Gooding  

ST MARY’S: Christine Mary Curren, Hudson Walton Mordaunt, William August Thygesen, Albert Joseph Bate, Agnes Glover, Ada 

Mary Webster, Mary Maude Curren, Mary Elizabeth McCarthy, Clifford Stubbs, Alan Baker. 

ST PATRICK’S: John Ness, Austin Flanaghan. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Mary Glover, Mary O’Connell, Keith Tingle, Annie Purdue, Hilda Hay, Gwendeline Hanson, Michelle Frise, 

Patrick Caden, Nicholas Murphy, Peter Casey, IreneJohnson, Christine Swinburne, Dennis Woodhall, Jane Hay, Joseph Shipley, 

James Lahney, Pamela Harrison, Margaret Waite, Maria Ferguson, Olga Errington. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

_________________________________________________ 
Listen to the Word                 First Sunday of Lent 

 

Deuteronomy 26: 4-10    Psalm 90    Romans 10: 8-13    Luke 4: 1-13 

 

Lent is a special period in the church when we are called to repentance and self sacrifice; it is a period of preparation for the events of Holy 

Week and Easter. In today’s first reading we have the story of the first harvest made by the people of God in the Promised Land. The fruits of 

this harvest are brought to the altar of God and offered to Him as a thanksgiving for the gift of this land. The pronouncement made is the 

essence of the story of the forty years spent in the wilderness after the escape from Egypt. Lent is an opportunity for us too to give thanks to 

our God for all the gifts he has given us especially the gift of forgiveness and new life which flows from the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 

passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans is a basic statement of faith in a God who is always faithful. It places special emphasis on the role of 

scripture in our lives. We are blessed by the work of 

those early scribes and gospel writers who have created for us a wonderful library of religious knowledge. At the Gospel reading we make the 

sign of the cross on our foreheads, lips and heart; this gesture is explained by Paul in this passage. He reminds us that the Word is very close to 

us; it is on our lips and in our hearts. Jesus is alone, and perhaps, confused, His baptism in the Jordan has changed Him, giving Him an insight 

into His calling. We cannot know what thoughts are going through His head, he goes into the wilderness to try to discover who he is. The 

wilderness is a vast desert where life is difficult, hot searing heat in the day and ice cold nights; a place where the human spirit tests itself 

against the natural world. Temptation comes in the form of the devil, Satan, the fallen angel, set upon bringing chaos to our world. He tempts 

Jesus with the power of making bread from stone, of domination of all the kingdoms of the world and of being like God and having angels 

prevent him from harm. Jesus responds with words of scripture drawn from the desert experience of the people of Israel. His ministry is not of 

domination but of love, not of power but of compassion, freedom, and choice.       

 

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you.



THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

5th March 2022 

Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Boyd & Turnbull Families 

  

Sunday 

6th March 2022 

1st Sunday of Lent 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Patrick Northey 

 

4.30 pm 

Stations of the Cross and 

Benediction 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Ted Strickland 

9.00 am Mass 

In memory of Gary Bousfield 

(5th Anniversary) 

 

4.00 pm – 5.30 pm 

4 O’clock Service 

With free pancakes 

Monday 

7th March 2022 

  Weekday of Lent  

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Eddie & Kath Duffy 

And Peter Barker 

 

Tuesday 

8st March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

10.00 am Funeral Service 

Christine Mary Readhead 

12.05 pm Mass 

Mary & Bob Storer 

(Golden wedding thanksgiving) 

2.00 pm 

Stations of the Cross 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Pat Turner 

Wednesday 

9th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

10.00 am Funeral Service 

Joseph McHugh 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

 

  

Thursday 

10th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Good Health of Mark Alexanda 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Confessions 

 

Friday 

11th March 2022 

 CAFOD Family Fast Day 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Joe Breheny 

Soup Lunch  

 

 6.30 pm  

Stations of the Cross 

Friday 11th 7.45 pm Mass At English Martyrs Sixth Form College  Parking in the laybys or staff carpark. Entrance through the main 

doors.  

Saturday 

12th March 2022 

Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Millie Pearce 
 

*10.00 am  

Stations of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

13th March 2022 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Mass 

 

*4.30 pm  

Stations of the Cross 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

 

 

HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Find us on Facebook 
It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and to 

practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

