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SUNDAY 27TH MARCH 2022                               FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

A MESSAGE FROM DEACON JEFF PARKES 

 

A common theme of Luke’s Gospel is the generosity, the Hospitality of God and in Luke 15 Jesus begins to educate the listeners 

in everyday language and by doing that he makes God accessible. If we read Luke from verse 1-32 we would hear these inclusive 

words of Jesus “What man among you with a hundred sheep, if he lost one, would fail to leave the ninety-nine in the desert and 

go after the missing one till he found it?” and “What woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and 

sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it?” Both genders are covered, no-one is left out and the lost are 

found. 

Sometime ago I read a comment that in Luke’s Gospel Jesus is either going to a meal, present at a meal or returning from a 

meal. This may be an exaggeration but it is true that sharing food with others seems to be a key feature of his ministry. In the 

villages of Galilee, where hospitality was an essential aspect of life, it was quite natural that Jesus should frequently be invited to 

share table. At times ordinary people would have shared that table with him, and ordinary people who may not be able to 

observe many of the laws. These were people were termed sinners but they were keen to listen to him and showed openness to 

his word. 

The religious elite, however, were highly critical, grumbling that Jesus ate and drank with such sinners. To host or entertain 

sinners was a more serious offence in their eyes. The Pharisees in their genuine 

attempts to be holy were committed to purity and to do this kept away from 

anyone who did not meet their religious standards. We hear God’s hospitality 

through Jesus’ words to us “For the son of man came to seek out and save the lost” 

We come to Church today to hear this message and then to take that message to 

others. We are not meant to simply consume this message saying, “I feel better 

now, I can have rest” No as Catholics we go to Mass, other denominations go to 

Church. Mass gets its meaning from the Latin Ite, missa est  (“Go, it is the sending 

the dismissal]” At the end of Mass all of us are ‘dismissed, sent ’ we hear the words 

aloud “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life” but ‘go’ journey we must as 

Baptised Christians commissioned to continue the work of Jesus. How are you 

continuing his mission and ministry, how you are revealing the Hospitality of God? 

                                      Deacon Jeff   

 

Pope Francis calls for prayer 

Nearly a month has passed since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine that is daily inflicting immense suffering upon its sorely tried 

people and threatening world peace. At this dark hour, the Church is urgently called to intercede before the Prince of Peace and 

to demonstrate her closeness to those directly affected by the conflict. I am grateful to the many people who have responded 

with great generosity to my appeals for prayer, fasting and charity. Now, also in response to numerous requests by the People of 

God, I wish in a special way to entrust the nations at war to the Blessed Virgin Mary. On 25 March, the Solemnity of the 

Annunciation, I intend to carry out a solemn Act of Consecration of humanity, and Russia and Ukraine in particular, to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. I ask you to join in this Act by inviting the priests, religious and faithful to assemble in their churches 

and places of prayer on 25 March, so that God’s Holy People may raise a heartfelt and choral plea to Mary our Mother. 

 

 

 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How have I isolated myself and from whom? On the other hand, whom can I  

                                              respond to with mercy when they return from isolation? 



THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 
Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

24 HOURS OF PRAYER - Please note that everything takes place at St Patrick’s. Beginning on Friday 1st April at 12.00pm, and ending on 

Saturday 2nd April at 12.00pm. For a full timetable, please use the leaflets 24 Hours of Prayer. 

 

LENT 2022 MASS - Lent is a great time to return to mass after Covid restrictions. You could begin with a weekday mass which are usually quieter.  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - Stations of the Cross are on Sundays at 4:30pm. This week we go to St Paul’s Church for Stations of the Cross. Tuesday 

2pm at St Mary’s; Friday - See times in the 24 Hours of Prayer at St Patrick’s Church. 

 

RECONCILIATION - The sacrament of reconciliation is available 25 minutes before every weekday evening mass as well Saturdays 4-4.30pm before 

Vigil Mass.  

 

CAFOD - Please return all CAFOD envelopes to the container at the back of church marked ‘CAFOD’. You are welcome to take any of the CAFOD 

envelopes and use them in the coming weeks. Please note that there will be a soup lunch during our 24 Hours of Prayer. 

 

UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL - CAFOD have launched an emergency appeal for Ukraine. If you're able to contribute, you can do this by ringing 

0303 303 3030, logging on to cafod.org.uk/Ukraine or sending a cheque to CAFOD, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, SE1 7JB. Please also 

continue to remember our collection bins at the back of church for the Hartlepool Food Bank, Refugee Project and Apostleship of the Sea. Thank you 

for all your generosity. 

  

EASTER BASKETS - Tickets will be available for our annual easter basket raffle. £1 per strip. Suitable baskets will also be available or you can use your 

own to make up prizes and we are very grateful for your help.   

From next Sunday, the collection will be taken during the offertory during the week, please use the box at the back of church. 

GIFT AID - As we approach the new financial year in April, we’re very grateful for everybody whose involved in our Gift Aid scheme and would ask that 

you make sure you have a new box of envelopes or your standing order with the bank up to date. Delivery can be arranged for envelopes if needed. If 

you took information packs or Gift Aid forms, please return the completed Gift Aid form to any of our churches in the envelope provided. Bankers 

Order forms should be taken to your bank.  If you require any assistance, please contact the Parish Office and we will respond. 

 

PLANNED GIVING (NON-GIFT AID) - Please use these envelopes for your collection as this enables us to enter your monies given under the GADS 

scheme, which also helps us to gain funding from the government. Using the envelopes also keeps your collection monies secure and safe. Please note 

that the boxes are not numbered, and you will find that these boxes of envelopes are not the correct year, and the date will be a day or two out. This is 

because these are from a previous order, and it would be wasteful to simply bin them, so we ask you to use them up in this current year. They’re all at 

the back of church, and we ask you to take them as you go, and this will be prior to the reintroduction of collections being taken around the benches at 

the offertory of mass.   

 

200 CLUB - Annual Subscriptions of £25 Half yearly payments of £12.50 and Quarterly payments of £6.25 are now due.  Please put cash or cheque in a 

sealed envelope and put your name and address on the envelope and put it in collection boxes at church.  Cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 

200 Club”.  Thank You. 

 

RED MISSION BOXES - Thank you to everyone who brought boxes in. The total collected at St Joseph’s was £523.15, we will be taking further 

contributions after Easter.  

 

LENT REFLECTIONS - An aid to reflection and prayer during Lent can be found at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (SVP) - After the delays caused by the covid issues, the St Joseph’s SVP Committee met recently to discuss the future 

of the Society in Hartlepool. It was agreed that if possible the Society should operate in all parts of the Parish. Accordingly, the next meeting of the 

Society will be held at St Mary’s Church, on Monday 4th April at 10.45am, immediately after the 10am Mass. Anyone interested is invited to attend. 

There will be similar meetings at the other Parish centres in the future. 

 

THE UNIVERSE CATHOLIC WEEKLY - We are thrilled to announce that we have launched our new online newspaper with the full support of our first 

subscriber none other than His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols. Order your Digital 4 weeks FREE trial supply by calling Michelle on 0743 661 7650 or 

email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH 
 

 

                              For enquiries about Confirmation, ministry to young   

                              people, or to volunteer,  

                                   please contact → 

 

 

http://cafod.org.uk/Ukraine
mailto:michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk


OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  KATHLEEN BARLOW,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY 

BURNS,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  JAMES DALEY,  NEIL DAVIS,  LOTTIE 

DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  DAVID 

GEEN,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY 

HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  CEILIA KING,  MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE 

LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM 

MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA 

PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA 

ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MELVIN 

THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Maria Cholmondesley, Lawrence Sharratt, Margaret Emmerson 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Margaret Lamb, David Crowe, Maureen Cook, Winifred Ann Joy, Alan Price, Delia Hardy, Fred Potter, Bill 

Armstrong, Alan Jackson, Jean Liddle, Edith Blakemore, Irene Alton, Cecelia Dagg. 

ST MARY’S: Jane Gofton, John Joseph Graves, Celia O'Neil, Eddie Percival, Kenny Lamb, Tony Atkinson. 

ST PATRICK’S: Catherine Hadfield, Margaret Eagle, Joan Tupman, Winifred Joy, Charles Cockerill. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Linda Ainslie, Celia O'Neil, Harry Bentham, Owen & Elizabeth Cawley, Margaret Guffick, Annie Hay, Walter 

Hay, The Malone Family. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Sheila Clark, Edith Walker, Thelma Dolman, Annie Charlton, Brian Booth, Theresa Lavery, William Nugent, 

Gertrude Graham, Pamela Judson, Eileen McElhome, Gordon Pearson, Patricia Ross, Anne Robinson.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Listen to the Word                      Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

Joshua 5: 9-12    Psalm 33    2 Corinthians 5: 17-21         Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

 

Today is Laetare Sunday, the midpoint of the Lenten Season and a day of rejoicing in the midst of the season of fasting and 

abstinence. It is a day when the strict rules of Lent are relaxed; a day of favour to those following the Lenten journey. The 

scriptures reflect this day. In the first reading Joshua leads the people of Israel into the promised land and they celebrate the 

Passover, feasting on the produce of the land of Canaan, all their shame wiped away. The psalm calls to us “Taste and See”, let 

your eyes be open to God’s blessings, let your lips tell that the Lord has answered your pleas and set you free. Paul speaks of a 

“new creation” a rebirth through the sacrifice of Christ. He calls on us to be “Ambassadors for Christ” seeking for the 

reconciliation of all people to God. Finally, in Luke, we have the parable of the Prodigal Son, a reminder to us that God’s promise 

of forgiveness is always there when we turn to him in our hour of need. 

Today’s Gospel speaks to us on many different levels, we may be indignant at the callous way the younger son treats his father, 

perhaps we cheer when the son wastes his money and is reduced to envy of the pigs’ and their dinner, we may be incredulous of 

the thought that he has the audacity to seek employment as a labourer on his father’s farm and then we are astonished when 

the father, who has looked daily for his son’s return, welcomes him back, without any thought of punishment, without anger, 

with total forgiveness. Would we do the same or do we stand with the older son who refuses to forgive despite his father’s 

pleas? 

Jesus aims his words at the pharisees and scribes who are appalled that he seeks the company of sinners and not the God-

fearing people they see themselves as being. The question we must ask ourselves is where do we stand? Forgiveness can be a 

fearful thing; sometimes it goes against everything we believe in. Reconciliation is difficult when we are deeply hurt by another’s 

actions. We need to keep faith in a loving God who helps us to surmount the pain that we can experience when we are sinned 

against for, in forgiving others, we know that we ourselves are forgiven.          David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you.



THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

26th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Cissie O’Donnell 

*10.00 am Stations 

of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

27th March 2022 

4th Sunday of Lent 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Harry Bentham Jnr 

 

4.30 pm Stations of the Cross 

in St Paul’s Church 

*11.00 am Mass 

Nellie & Jimmy Elener 

9.00 am Mass 

Derek Stalley & Winifred Joy 

Monday 

28th March 2022 

  Weekday of Lent  

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

  Mick O’Connor  

 

Tuesday 

29th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Maria Cholmondesley 

2.00 pm Stations 

of the Cross 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary  

and Private Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Catherine Hadfield  

Wednesday 

30th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Irene Nealon 

  

Thursday 

31st  March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent  

12.05 pm Mass 

Raymond Rebello 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

1st April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

 

 

 12.05 pm Mass 

Peace in the World 

 

24 Hours of Prayer begins  
 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

 

12.30 pm Soup Lunch  

Friday 1st 7.45am Mass at English Martyrs Sixth Form College  

                                                                               Parking in the laybys or staff carpark. Entrance through the main doors. 

Saturday 

2nd April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Joseph McHugh (RD) 

 10.00 am Mass 

In Thanksgiving 

11.45 am Benediction 

 

12.00 pm End of the 24 hours 

Sunday 

3rd April 2022 

5th Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Mass 

Marie & Alan Ferguson 

 

4.30 pm Stations of the Cross 

and Benediction 
 

*11.00 am Mass 

 Edna & Monsignor Kevin 

Vasey 

9.00 am Mass 

Steven Tierney & Madge Collier 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

