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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

John the Baptist, as in every Advent, punctures our busyness, our to-do lists, as we 

prepare for Christmas with a challenging and comforting message to truly attend to what 

matters. This year his warning is set against the background of our continuing pandemic, 

and the new variant puts in question many of the plans we might have been making. This 

Advent and this Christmas will not be the same as in past years, and we will not be able 

to do all of the things we have grown used to. We will have to prioritise and make hard 

decisions about what we do and don’t do, and perhaps this year we will take John the 

Baptist’s advice to us, to truly prepare to celebrate Jesus who comes. We live in a middle 

time, caught between Jesus who came to share in our life, born as vulnerable child in 

Bethlehem, and Jesus our crucified and risen Lord, who will return one day in glory with 

salvation for all people. This middle time is when we encounter Jesus who comes to us in 

His word, and in his sacraments, especially the Eucharist in which he shares his life and 

love with us, and in each other. For we encounter Jesus in the least of our brothers and sisters, and when two or three are 

gathered in His name, there He is. To be open to this coming, we must take John’s advice ‘to prepare a way for the Lord and 

make His path straight.’ This week we have been celebrating Masses in school at the beginning of Advent, and this is what one 

pupil read as the introduction to Mass in St John Vianney’s School: 

Advent is a season that seems to rush past us. There is so much to do . . . trees to decorate, cards to write, presents 

to make and wrap and lots, lots more. 

This year, however, it feels very different. It almost feels as if we are waiting for life. Like the people of Israel, it seems 

as if we are waiting in the darkness of the pandemic. Like the prophets we see flashes of hope – the coming of a 

vaccine, the disappearance of restrictions – and then hopes are dashed by new variants and increased concerns. 

So, this year waiting has taken on new meaning and the hope is much more tangible – we are waiting to hear about 

the dangers of this new variant, and we are hoping that the joy and peace of Christmas will be real. The very idea of 

waiting for anything seemed absurd when we were young, we wanted everything NOW. But the pandemic has 

taught us the very essence of the Advent truth: waiting is a virtue – the Jewish people waited centuries for the 

Promise of God to Abraham to be fulfilled. Now we wait for His kingdom to be fully realised. St. Peter explained that 

God ‘is not being slow to carry out his promises, but he is being patient with us all, wanting nobody to be lost and 

everybody to be brought to change his ways.’  

If people are waiting, it is because there is hope of something to come. We are awaiting people because our hope is 

certain in Jesus Christ. 
The opening prayer of our Mass today calls us to take away anything that hinders us from meeting Jesus who came, who comes, 

and will come again. We should then take to heart the challenge of John the Baptist, and take up the roadworks that are needed 

in my life. Pathways to straighten in greater truthfulness, openness and honesty. Valleys of lethargy, indifference to fill in. Hills of 

mounting worries, problems and anxieties to level. Winding ways of deviousness and insincerity to straighten. Roughness in 

language, tone or behaviors to smooth. This is the work of Advent, and this should be our greatest priority. 

 
Father Michael 

 

 QUESTION OF THE WEEK - For what do I need to repent? Whom do I need to forgive? 

 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS - These can be found at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal, and are and aid to 

reflection and prayer during Advent.  

 

*CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - Thank you to everybody who has been selling our Christmas raffle tickets, bringing in prizes, and returning sold raffle 

tickets. Please try your best to sell as many tickets as you can in this last week before the draw next weekend. We’re glad to announce that as 

well as the £100 cash prize, there is also £100 gift voucher for Asda donated by a kind parishioner. We will draw the raffle after 10am Mass next 

Sunday in the hall, where there will be tea, coffee and mince pies, also available as a live stream on Holy Family Facebook page. Please 

remember that we will need to keep a safe distance and wear masks.  
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS WITH OUR PARISH SCHOOLS - On Wednesday 15th December at 5pm, representatives of our primary schools will 

lead a traditional carol service at St Joseph’s. We hope that many parishioners will come and support our pupils, as this will be a great way to 

mark our Advent journey as a parish community. This event will also be available as a live stream on the Holy Family Facebook page.  

 

PIETY SHOP - We have a range of advent calendars, diaries, books and reflections for the season as well as a variety of Christmas cards. 

Charity cards this year support Apostleship of the Sea, CAFOD and The Catholic Children's Society. Individual cards are also available. Please 

make a payment using the box on the wall. 
 

200 CLUB - November Draw has been made. 1st Prize of £150 is No 114; Elaine McGarry. 2nd Prize of £75 is No 80; Susan Gibson, 3rd Prize of 

£25 is No 160; Mick Leck. Congratulations to our winners. December Draw will take place on Sunday 19th December 2021. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - We continue the tradition in St Patrick’s of making a donation to charity instead of sending Christmas Cards to those 

we see every week at Mass. If you wish to do so again this year, please put your donation in an envelope and mark it with your name and 

“Donation in lieu of Christmas Cards”. Your name will appear on a special Christmas Poster at our Christmas Mass. If you wish to join in this 

scheme just follow the instructions given.  
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES - It is hard to make definite plans as there is always a possibility that the government may introduce further restrictions. 

In the light of this, and working within the regulations we are now asked to operate, we will celebrate the following Masses at Christmas: All 

Christmas Eve Masses will take place at St Joseph’s, which provides the biggest capacity: 4.30pm Carols, 5pm Vigil Mass, 6.30pm Carols, 7pm 

Vigil Mass, 9pm Carols, 9.30pm Midnight Mass. Christmas Day: 9am Mass of Dawn at St Patrick’s Church, 10am Mass of Christmas Day at St 

Mary’s Church. 
 

CHRISTMAS CANDLES AND LAMPS - Please return all Christmas Lamp/Candles envelopes with your dedication, remembrances and 

donations as soon as possible, so that we can prepare the labels for the lamps/candles before Sunday 19th December.  
 

*CAROL SERVICE - Paraphernalia will be holding a Carol Service in St Mary’s Church on Sunday 19th December at 6:30pm. We are delighted 

to be able to host the service this year and all are welcome to attend. Please arrive early to ensure everyone can be seated safely before the 

service begins. The service will also be live streamed for those unable to make it in person so please look out for that on Facebook. 
 

CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED - Families of all ages are invited to St Mary’s Church at 3pm on Christmas Eve for our annual Crib Dressing service, 

including your favourite carols and reflections led by our young people. Children are invited to dress as shepherds and angels.  
 

WORLD GIFTS - Please pick up the booklets telling you how you can offer a Christmas gift with a difference and so help the work of CAFOD 

today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES - PLAYGROUP & CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

A NEW PLAYGROUP is due to begin at St Joseph's Church hall on Wednesdays in the new year. We are looking for volunteers who may 

be interested in helping the existing core team to run activities on a rota basis or serve refreshments. We are also looking for donations 

of toys particularly any made from natural materials such as wood, felt or wool.  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - We are looking for new volunteers to assist our Children’s Liturgy leaders at all of our Sunday Masses. 

For more information about volunteering, please contact Ric. 

EVENTS - CELEBRATING ADVENT WITH YOUR FAMILY 

POSADA - We will once again mark the advent journey of Mary and Joseph by meeting at churches across the parish after school each 

Tuesday, parishioners of all ages are warmly invited. Our short liturgy will take place 3.30-4pm on the following days:  Tues 7th Dec – St 

Patrick’s Tues 14th Dec – St John Vianney’s Tues 21st Dec – St Cuthbert’s 

YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATION TEAM will meet in St Mary’s presbytery 7-8.30pm this Tuesday 7th December to plan upcoming 

events and look ahead to January when we will host gatherings in each of our 6 parish community areas to review our vision for parish 

youth ministry in response to the pandemic, the Shaping our Future process, and Pope Francis’ call for a synodal pathway. 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN 

MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O’DELL,  

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH 

ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL 

SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Fr Peter Smith, Madeleine Dawkins, John Simpson, Francis Pattison 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Patrick Walsh, Irene Aistrup, Rachel Blair Judge, Dorothy Mason, Sheila Dowson, Ian Jackson, Delia Ingledew, 

Gordon Thomas Larkin, Helen Doherty. 

ST MARY’S: Gladys Bird, Anne Hansen, Terence Bone. 

ST PATRICK’S: John Joy, Sheila Breward, George Young, Nellie Bushnall 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Mr G Robertson, Pauline Beha, Mike Griffin, The Davison Family, The Henegan and Hay Family. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Harold Coates, Kenneth James Day, Catherine Pennick, George Hoey, Rita Eldon, Ann Foster, Andrew 

Daley, Alan Ferguson.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word                       Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Baruch 5: 1-9     Psalm 125     Philippians 1: 4-6. 8-11          Luke 3: 1-6 

 

Today’s three readings come from very different traditions and represent different aspects of the Old and New Testament scriptures. The 

prophet Baruch writes in a very symbolic way about the glorious future of his city Jerusalem, Paul speaks of how prayer builds communities 

and Luke begins with a history lesson that introduces another prophet John the Baptist. How do we make sense of these readings which seem 

so diverse; what do they say to us today? 

Each of the readings represents an attempt, by the writer, to understand the relationship between their communities and God. Each writer 

comes to the problem from a very different angle. The prophet Baruch uses the poetic, visionary language we often associate with Isaiah or 

Jeremiah, he speaks from that tradition which centres the worship of God on the city of Jerusalem and the central theme is of a glorious future 

for the chosen people. There is a sense here that God will provide. The relationship between God and his people is enshrined in a covenant; 

however, covenants are not one sided, they require both parties to fulfil their commitments and there is no sense here that the chosen people 

have met their part of the covenant. 

Contrast that with the passage from Paul. The people of Philippi are steadfast in their prayer life and working closely as a community for the 

growth of the church. Paul is very proud of their achievements; they are a great help to him in his mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. 

He does not shower them with praise but reminds them that they must keep working for the coming of the kingdom. His words of advice 

remind us today that the work is never finished; that we too must prepare for the Day of Christ. 

John has the task of reconciling these very opposite views. He must take the people of the old covenant and, through a baptism of repentance, 

prepare them for the new covenant, the everlasting covenant that is Christ. His is the real task of making straight paths, filling in valleys and 

laying low the mountains of human pride and selfishness. John is an Advent prophet; he appears, does what is necessary, and then fades into 

the background. His role is also our role, we are called to live our lives in building the kingdom of God, we were not there at the beginning, 

and we may not see its future, but, through eternal life, we hope to see the completion of the Kingdom, the last glorious Advent. 

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

4th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Seamus McEneaney 

  

Sunday 

5th December 2021 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Ted and Mary Hitchen 

*11.00 am Mass 

Friends & Family of the  

Fearon and Fernie families 

9.00 am Mass 

John and Winifred Joy 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

 

 4.00pm – 5.30 pm  

4 O’clock Family Service 

Advent Wreath making  

and Hot dogs 

 

Monday 

6th December 2021 

Weekday of Advent 

7.15pm Phoenix Group 

Social Night  

Don’t forget to bring tins/gifts 

for our raffle hamper! 

10.00 am Mass  

William August Thygesen 

Beth Wilkinson 

William and Elizabeth Carroll 

 

 

Tuesday 

7th December 2021 

St Ambrose 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Madeleine Sarah Dawkins 

 

 

6.00 pm 

Baptism Meeting 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private Prayer  

 

1.00pm – 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

 

3.30 pm – 4.00 pm POSADA 

Short Liturgy 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Emily Thornton 

Wednesday 

8th December 2021 

The Immaculate 

Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

No Mass, See St Mary’s 

 

6.30pm Mass 

Patronal Feast and the end of 

the Year of St Joseph 

 

Sheila Dolan 

 

Thursday 

9th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Patrick Northey 

  

 

 

Friday 

10th December 2021 

St Francis Xavier 

12.05 pm Mass 

George Hoey (A) 

  

Saturday 

11th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Roche and Dumville Families 
 

  

Sunday 

12th December 2021 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Marie Ferguson 

*11.00 am Mass 

Jimmy and Edith 

George & Peggy Heal 

 

9.00 am Mass 

Mary and Albert Howe 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

