
This week’s readings

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week, email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

‘Tailored’ or ‘made to measure’ is something of a rarity these days as we get our clothes ‘off the peg’ not too 

bothered if they don’t quite fit ‘like a glove’. I remember my mum taking me to have a suit made for my ordination 

and I have to admit that was the first and last time I had a personal made to measure suit. The made to measure suit 

was an acknowledgement that we are individual and unique, not identical and standard.  

 

John stands at the centre of this third Sunday of Advent, this ‘Gaudete’ or 

Rejoice Sunday. He responds to the question ‘what must we do?’ not with 

a standard answer for everyone, but with a tailored answer for those who 

weren’t poor for tax collectors and soldiers. Each answer challenges the 

questioner to find happiness by living in a better way. John challenges 

people to be more sharing, honest in their dealings, and more gentle in the 

way they treat others. It’s easy to generalise, to become a beige Christian. 

John reminds us that our call to faith is personal and each of us faces our 

own temptations, weaknesses and sin. John calls us to ask ourselves: Do I 

need to be more generous? More honest in my dealings? Seek 

reconciliation with anybody, end a cold silence, renew contact with 

somebody? Could I, as the first step, send a Christmas Card to that person? 

Do I need to make time to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation? Perhaps I need to ask if I use restriction and 

regulations as an excuse not to come to church while I am quite liberal in applying these rules elsewhere? 

 

St Paul reminds us that the Lord is very near. That nearness is made to measure, but we may not be near God. We can 

erect barriers to keep him out and one of those barriers is to generalise. If you feel distanced from God, then ask 

yourself who moved away! 

John called people to an integrity of life based on a personal response and so preparing a way for the Lord. Paul who 

from his prison cell, who writes as his desire for our happiness, reminds us that true happiness lies in the presence of 

God in my heart and my life. Once more, Christmas may be a difficult one this year, but it can be happy if I make a 

personal response to the Lord who is near. This awareness of the nearness of God inspires me to an integrity of life in 

which we celebrate the past, live in the present, and look to the future with confidence. Advent nurtures our hope in 

the God who comes, ever reaching towards us. In darkness and despondency, in sinfulness and shame, in sadness 

and woe, hope looks to the future with expectancy and so we join in that most ancient prayer ‘Maranatha’ come Lord 

Jesus. 

 

Gaudete ~ Rejoice in the Lord always 

Father Michael 
 

 QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How can I spread the joy in my family, my neighbourhood, my world? 

 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS - These are an aid to reflection and prayer during Advent, and can be found at  

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal. 

 

*CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - Please make sure all Christmas Raffle Ticket stubs and monies are returned to St Joseph’s by 10am on Sunday 

morning, ready for the draw after Mass. There will be tea and coffee in the hall. The draw will also be available as a live stream on Holy Family 

Facebook page. Please remember that we will need to keep a safe distance and wear masks.  

 

PARISH SERVICE LESSONS AND CAROLS - This Wednesday 15th December at 5-6pm, representatives of our primary schools will lead a 

traditional carol service at St Joseph’s Church. We hope that many parishioners will come and support our pupils, as this will be a great way to 

mark our Advent journey as a parish community. This event will also be available as a live stream on the Holy Family Facebook page. 

 

PIETY SHOP - We have a range of advent calendars, diaries, books and reflections for the season as well as a variety of Christmas cards. 

Charity cards this year support Apostleship of the Sea, CAFOD and The Catholic Children's Society. Individual cards are also available. Please 

make a payment using the box on the wall. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - We continue the tradition in St Patrick’s of making a donation to charity instead of sending Christmas Cards to those 

we see every week at Mass. If you wish to do so again this year, please put your donation in an envelope and mark it with your name and 

“Donation in lieu of Christmas Cards”. Your name will appear on a special Christmas Poster at our Christmas Mass. If you wish to join in this 

scheme just follow the instructions given.  

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES - The tightening of restrictions by the government in recent days mean that our practice already of wearing facemasks, 

sanitising, and keeping a distance is already in compliance, so we continue as before. We will celebrate the following Masses at Christmas: All 

Christmas Eve Masses will take place at St Joseph’s, which provides the biggest capacity: 4.30pm Carols, 5pm Vigil Mass, 6.30pm Carols, 7pm 

Vigil Mass, 9pm Carols, 9.30pm Midnight Mass. Christmas Day: 9am Mass of Dawn at St Patrick’s Church, 10am Mass of Christmas Day at St 

Mary’s Church. 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER ON THE HEADLAND AND CENTRAL ESTATE - Community Carols in the Croft Gardens. Sunday 18th December at 

4.00pm with Hartlepool Youth and Community Silver Band. Refreshments afterwards in Headland Baptist Church. It will be dark so bring a 

torch! 

 

CHRISTMAS CANDLES AND LAMPS - Please return all Christmas Lamp/Candles envelopes with your dedication, remembrances and 

donations as soon as possible, so that we can prepare the labels for the lamps/candles before Sunday 19th December.  

 

CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED - Families of all ages are invited to St Mary’s Church at 3pm on Christmas Eve for our annual Crib Dressing service, 

including your favourite carols and reflections led by our young people. Children are invited to dress as shepherds and angels.  

 

MACMILLIAN - Thank you to all who participated in the fundraiser led by Pat Carroll recently. A total of £220 has been donated to Macmillan 

from the Holy Family Parish. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS IN ST MARY'S - If you would like to take part in decorating St Mary's for Christmas, please see Chris Hogg, 

Barbara Corney or Pat Andrews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES - PLAYGROUP & CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

A NEW PLAYGROUP is due to begin at St Joseph's Church hall on Wednesdays in the new year. We are looking for volunteers who may 

be interested in helping the existing core team to run activities on a rota basis or serve refreshments. We are also looking for donations 

of toys particularly any made from natural materials such as wood, felt or wool.  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - We are looking for new volunteers to assist our Children’s Liturgy leaders at all of our Sunday Masses. 

For more information about volunteering, please contact Ric. 

EVENTS - CELEBRATING ADVENT WITH YOUR FAMILY 

POSADA - We will once again mark the advent journey of Mary and Joseph by meeting at churches across the parish after school each 

Tuesday, parishioners of all ages are warmly invited. Our short liturgy will take place 3.30-4pm on the following days:  Tues 14th Dec – St 

John Vianney’s Tues 21st Dec – St Cuthbert’s 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL 

MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  

DORIS O’DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  

PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA 

STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  

JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Fr Peter Smith (Former Curate of St Joseph’s), Fr Kevin Daly, Gladys Cooper, John K Hudson, Richard Jacques 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Mary Gretton, Bernadette Guy, Bernard Johns, Michael Windram, James Pender, James Gormley, Brigid Carroll, Maurice 

Costello, John Goulding, Eileen Wright, Elizabeth Horwood, Julia Bosworth, William Spence, Dorothy Birkbeck, Doreen Miller. 

ST MARY’S: Jack Christie, James Patrick Cushlow, Patricia Measor, Kathleen Waugh, Anne Wilkinson, Ray Crawford, Glen Watson, James 

Duffy, David S Murray. 

ST PATRICK’S: Nellie Bushnall, Elsie Close, Father Joe Travers, Elise Morrison, Evelyn Ryan. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Simon Taylor, Mary Louise Parpa, Elizabeth Cooper, Mrs A Robertson, The Garraghan Family. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Fred Evans, Stephen Tierney, Josephine Ibbitson, Edgar Stabler, Vincent Butler, Margaret Peart, Elizabeth Neil, 

Emily Hammerton, James Pounder, James Kilraine.  

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word                       Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Zephaniah 3: 14-18    Psalm Isaiah 12: 2-6    Philippians 4: 4-7       Luke 3: 10-18 

 

What must we do? 

Today is Gaudete Sunday, a day of joy and rejoicing. The Lord is very near, and we need to prepare for His coming. The people of the Old 

Testament were a people waiting, they were a small nation surrounded by powerful enemies. They were sustained by their faith in the One 

True God who would bring them their salvation. The prophet Zephaniah proclaims, “Shout for joy…the Lord is in your midst, you have no more 

evil to fear”. So, they waited, not in fear, but in hope for His coming. 

Long after Zephaniah, the prophet, was dust in the earth, another takes his place. John, the voice in the wilderness, and the people flock to him 

hoping their redemption was at hand. When you are a poor impoverished nation, under the grip of a ruthless, tyrannical conqueror what can 

you offer? what can you do? The gift that God looks for is that of themselves, they must give up their selfish ways and create a world where 

everything is shared. They must act with fairness, taking only what is their due, they must act with integrity, with sympathy, for those who are 

poor and rejected. For after John will come another, baptising with the Holy Spirit and fire. and when He comes, they must be ready. 

Some years later, Paul writes to the Philippians, he has witnessed the events that followed the Resurrection of Christ. He knows that God has 

visited His people and that the kingdom of God is very near. The people Paul is speaking to are waiting for the return of their saviour. They 

must take off the cloak of fear and despair, they must clothe themselves in the joy and hope of Christ. Paul tells them “I want you to be happy”. 

He urges them to live in tolerance and peace, praying constantly for anything they need and in thanksgiving for the gifts that God has given 

them. With hindsight we know that this time of waiting was not to be measured in months or years, but in centuries, in millennia, and still we 

wait. We cannot understand the mind of God but, if we wait in joy and hope, His peace will come to us, and then we can truly rejoice.  

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

*At these Masses, parents make their commitment and children receive their I Belong books. 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

11th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

*5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Regan, Roche and Dumville 

Families 

  

Sunday 

12th December 2021 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

*10.00 am Mass 

Marie Ferguson 

 

Followed by  

Grand Raffle Draw 

Tea and Coffee in the Hall 

 

**11.00 am Mass 

Jimmy and Edith 

George & Peggy Heal 

 

*9.00 am Mass 

Mary and Albert Howe 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the Hall 

 

Monday 

13th December 2021 

St Lucy V 

 

 10.00 am Mass  

John Walsh (RD) 

 

 

Tuesday 

14th December 2021 

St John of the Cross 

12.05 pm Mass 

Michael Windram (A) 

 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

POSADA 3.30 pm - 4.00 pm 

Meet outside St John Vianney 

Church 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private Prayer  

 

1.00pm – 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

 

*6.30 pm Mass 

Pat King 

Wednesday 

15th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

*5.00 pm 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

*6.30 pm Mass 

Sheila Allison 

 

  

Thursday 

16th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Kathleen Nicholson 

*6.30 pm Mass 

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

 

 

Friday 

17th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent  

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Mary and Tommy King 

  

Saturday 

18th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Brigid Carroll (5th A) 

 
 

  

Sunday 

19th December 2021 

4th Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Maxine Caffrey (1st A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

 

*6.30 pm Carol Service 

With Paraphernalia 

 

9.00 am Mass 

Terry Jeffries 

Thanksgiving to St Anthony and St 

Jude 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

