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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 
 

‘Every Little Helps’ is a well known supermarkets catchphrase. Suggesting that lots of small things can be as good as one large 

gesture. But the widow in our Gospel today would struggle even to fit this description as the little coins she puts into the 

treasury called lepta, meaning light, are hardly more than shavings of copper. You would have to question whether they were 

worth anything or could make any difference at all. But that is the point Jesus is making. Here Jesus sits at journeys end in the 

temple with the dignitaries of the temple parading in all their 

splendour, and in contrast he finds something of greater value in the 

least of the least, a poor widow and her gift which is not measured in 

its face value, but in the love with which it was given. How many of us 

hold onto a gift that is worth little in itself but reminds us of the love 

and thought that went into it and is beyond price. What would this 

widow have to go without in order to make this little gift, just like the 

widow in the first reading who shares the last bit of food she has with 

the prophet Elijah. We don’t know what blessing the widow in the 

Gospel received for her generosity, but we do know that the widow in 

the first reading was rewarded with the meal and oil never running 

out. God will not be outdone in generosity, but do I trust God 

sufficiently to share my last ounce in his name? It is easy to give out of 

the money left over, but where does necessity end and surplus begin? 

Our expectations so often govern our sense of need, and the luxuries of one generation become the necessities of the next. 

The meeting of world leaders in Glasgow, called COP26, has been convened to deal with the environmental crisis which is upon 

us and requires urgent response. We have to curb our expectations and demands that are damaging our world. Our lifestyles are 

affecting the weather and the environment, and time is short to resolve this crisis. 

Care for the environment and for creation is deeply rooted in our Christian faith. We are guardians of creation and responsible 

for its wellbeing. We have to face up to the truth that we have exploited our planet, taking it for granted and even ignored the 

results of our actions for too long. We need to make real changes no matter how small to put right the wrong we have done, to 

stop global warming and protect the planet for future generations. We start by putting our trust in God and praying for real 

change, beginning with ourselves! Now is the time to stop taking and start giving back. 

 

Loving Father, 

We acknowledge that, either through ignorance or greed, the Earth, our common home, is damaged. 

That damage is felt by people who have done little to cause it. Industrialisation has exploited natural resources, 

Endangering wildlife, causing climate change, and resulting in disasters and global warming. 

Father, forgive us, and guide us. 

Send your Spirit to encourage and strengthen our world leaders as they meet at COP26. 

Cause them to discern the way that we must now go, agreeing the changes and decision necessary to begin to repair the 

damage done, and to prepare a healthy and secure world for future generations. 

And we ask Mary, our Mother, to intercede for us, and with us, in our need. Amen. 

Father Michael

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What can I give that demonstrates my acceptance of Jesus’ challenge to his  

                                              disciples, to give without reservation? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND - A special collection will take place today for the Clergy Training Fund. 

Contributions invited until 28th November. 

 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS - During the month of November, we will celebrate a number of Masses for those who have died 

during the last two years. There will be Mass at 10.30am every Saturday in November, and invitations have been sent to all who have been 

bereaved in the last two years. The Bishop has asked us to create a book of remembrance for anyone who died as a result of covid-19 during 

this time. We will then be sending a copy of this to the cathedral to be part of the solemn requiem mass on Saturday 27th November at 11am. 

 

COP26 - The young people of our parish have written us a message: "For the last week, world leaders have been meeting in Glasgow at COP26 

to talk about climate change. Many people say this is our last, best chance to save the world from a slow and painful death. God created the 

earth for us to enjoy and he doesn’t want it to die. Pope Francis understands this and has told us to listen to the cry of the earth and the cry of 

the poor. And having listened, we then must act. Please pray for a successful outcome to COP26 and reflect on what actions you could take to 

do your bit for the world. Thank you. 

 

OPEN MEETING - On Tuesday 23rd November, Canon Peter Leighton will chair a further consultation on our future as a parish, and particularly 

in regard to the decision to end Sunday Masses at St John Vianney’s and St Cuthbert’s. Mr Andrew Gillingham, the Diocesan Property 

Manager, and Mr Jeff Ledger, from the Diocesan Finance department, will be in attendance to give information and to answer any questions. 

This meeting will take place at English Martyrs school, at 6.30pm. 

 

VICARIATE REQUIEM MASS - You are invited to join Bishop Robert in celebrating Requiem Mass, particularly for all those affected by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. The mass will be held on Thursday 25th November, at 7pm, in the Church of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, Sidlaw 

Road, Billingham. 

 

DIOCESAN MASS FOR ALTAR SERVERS - The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be at 11am on Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert will celebrate the Mass and it is hoped that we see servers come together from across the Diocese. It will 

be great to see everyone after missing last year and building on the great success of the previous Diocesan Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.  

 

DIOCESE LOURDES PILGRIMAGE - Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 

2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more. It would be helpful if you could indicate your interest 

in travelling to Lourdes in July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that support the 

smooth running of the Pilgrimage.   Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - Our next event this term is on Sunday 5th December: Advent Wreath making and Hot dogs. For more information, 

please contact Ric, the Parish Youth Co-ordinator on 07741162085 or ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk. 

 

200 CLUB NOVEMBER DRAW - 1st Prize of £150: 164 Marty and Joanne McGarry, 2nd Prize of £75: 10 Elaine Robinson, 3rd Prize of £25: 4 Hilda 

Parkes. 

 

ST PATRICK’S OVER SIXTIES - Grateful Thanks and Best Wishes to Josie Hubbard who has retired after many years as organiser of our Over 

Sixties Club.  Enjoy your retirement Josie you deserve it, one of the best. 

 

“GLAD TO BE BACK” - The 39th Christmas Concert by the Hartlepool Male Voice Choir is taking place on Friday 3rd December 2021 at 7pm in 

the Borough Hall. Tickets are priced at £10 and available from Ian Malcolmson in St Mary’s Church. Donations to local charities will be made 

from the proceeds of the concert. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD - This year there will be a grand Christmas raffle across the parish, which will be drawn in St Joseph’s hall, on the weekend 

of 11/12 December. We wait to see the situation for what kind of social event we might have in and around the draw, but we hope to have this 

live streamed. We will also be having the Christmas lamps, and envelopes to dedicate the lamps will be available from the 1st December. 

 

FR HOGARTH - Thank you everybody for your prayers and kind wishes. Father Hogarth is making good progress after his operation and 

treatment. 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 
 

 - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

       Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.   
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Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN 

MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  

JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  

GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Terence ‘Michael’ Kidd, Elizabeth Wilkinson 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Father Stephen Johnson, Susan Totty, Margaret Taylor, Margaret McGarry, Ann Roe, Philip Hickey, William Vincent 

Lithgo, Rosemary Calvert, Eileen O’Connell. 

ST MARY’S: Celia Riches, Dorothea Swain, Peggy Heal, Margaret Ayres, Nellie Johnson. 

ST PATRICK’S: John Joy, Doreen Ritchie, Mavis Stainsby, Emily Thornton, Pam Middleton, Mary Stamp. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Mary Moore, Peggy Heal, Lenny Boagey. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: John O’Donovan, Dorothy Swain, Thomas Swales, Joan Coates, John Whitehead, Doreen Hudson, Martha 

Spence, Anthony Mulcahy, Francis Shepard, Margaret Corr. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Listen to the Word           Thirty Second Sunday of the Year  
 

1 Kings 17: 10-16     Psalm 145     Hebrews 9: 24-28               Mark 12: 38-44 

 

The world is filled with ordinary people; the little ones, who have no power; they live their lives as best they can, and die remembered only by 

those whose lives have been touched by their goodness. Today’s readings celebrate the little people, the unnoticed, those who are small bsy 

the world’s standards but who are in fact blessed in the eyes of God. 

In the passage from the first Book of Kings we meet a poor widow and her son. They live in a land beset by famine and are slowly dying of 

hunger. Into their lives comes a prophet, Elijah, reduced by circumstances to a wandering beggar; he asks the widow for a share of whatever 

food she has, and the woman, in her compassion, agrees to share what she has for herself and her son with him. This simple act of charity 

has its reward as God has plans for Elijah and ensures that the food they have will last until the famine is broken. The meal they share 

becomes the bread and wine of life to them, and it stands as a reminder to us that the Eucharist, though a small piece of bread and a drop of 

wine, has the power to feed and sustain us, in our time. 

The Gospel from Mark also has, as its central character a poor widow. In a society based on strong family connections to become a widow 

was one of the worst things that could happen to anyone. Men were the breadwinners and a woman without a man, often with young 

children, was prey to all the abuses that society lays upon the weak and helpless. We are fortunate in this country to have a welfare state as a 

safety net for those left in this position but in many countries such women are left to beg in the streets for their daily bread. Her offering to 

the temple may have been tiny compared to the wealth of the Scribes and the Pharisees but it came from her poverty, whereas they gave a 

little from a full purse. The size of the gift is not the true measure of a person’s contribution to society, it is in the spirit and sacrifice of that 

giving that resonates in the halls of Heaven.           

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 

 
 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

6th November 2021 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

10.30 am Remembrance Mass 

Desmond O’Connor (1st A) 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

People of the Parish 
 

  

Sunday 

7th November 2021 

32nd Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am Mass 

Raymond Alfred Roca 

Terry Collins 

*11.00 am Mass 

Pat Boagey 

9.00 am Mass 

Michael Porritt 

Flowers In Memory of  

Jack and Madge Collier 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

 

4.00pm - 5.30 pm  

Youth Campfire Worship 

and Pizza 

Monday 

8th November 2021 

Weekday 

7.15 pm Phoenix Group 

Games Night  

10.00 am Mass  

Margaret Corr 

James and Agnes Glover 

 

 

Tuesday 

9th November 2021 

The Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica 

12.05 pm Mass 

Private Intention 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Emily Thornton 

Going forth, First Holy  

Communion children 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 

 1.00pm - 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

 

Wednesday 

10th November 2021 

St Leo the Great 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Special Intention (My Family)  

 Going forth, First Holy  

Communion children 
 

  

Thursday 

11th November 2021 

St Martin of Tours 

12.05 pm Mass 

Nora Garthwaite 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 Going forth, First Holy  

Communion children 

  

Friday 

12th November 2021 

St Josaphat 

12.05 pm Mass 

Elizabeth Grievson 

  

Saturday 

13th November 2021 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Eileen O’Connell 

 10.30 am Remembrance 

Mass 

Michael and Mary Regan 

Sunday 

14th November 2021 

33rd Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am Mass 

McDade Family 

*11.00 am Mass 

George and Peggy Heal 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Paul Linighan 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

 


