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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 
 

A parishioner was telling me recently that they had been diagnosed with glaucoma. Sadly, because of not seeking help earlier, 

the sight in one eye is lost and they are now working to maintain the sight in the other eye. While for many at a relatively young 

age this would be a devastating blow, I was amazed at their calm acceptance of the situation. What emerged from this 

conversation was that their faith and prayer in this difficult situation had deepened and had given them a better vision of what 

really matters and their need to trust in Jesus and his power to save. 

Blind Bartimaeus in our Gospel today shows the same determined courage by really putting his 

trust in Jesus, confident that he will help him and make him whole. He carries on shouting 

despite the attempts to silence him. He starts by simply asking for mercy, and when called 

doesn’t hesitate to throw off his cloak even though he had so little, so that it would not hinder 

him coming to Jesus. Jesus asks the same question as last week, “What do you want me to do 

for you?”  Bartimaeus isn’t asking for glory and status like last week, but simply in his poverty 

and need to see again. His sight restored, he follows Jesus. Bartimaeus shows that he may for a 

time have lost his sight, but he never lost his vision of God, his faith, which he wholeheartedly 

put in Jesus. The challenge here, if our faith is to save us, it needs to be real, courageous and 

even stubborn. Lukewarm, tentative faith is not enough. 

Pope Benedict states that ‘being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or lofty idea, 

but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.’ We see this clearly in the 

encounter of Bartimaeus and Jesus in the Gospel today. Through his healing, Bartimaeus’ life has a new horizon and a decisive 

direction. His encounter with Jesus and the mercy which he was received compels him to follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem 

and to play his part him the proclamation of God’s mercy and compassion. Being a disciple of Jesus is always to be a missionary, 

since as Pope Francis puts it in the theme for today, ‘we cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard’. Bartimaeus 

wants to share with everyone his encounter with Jesus that has given him life. 

World Mission Sunday is celebrated in every Catholic community in the world. It is a time of grace to express solidarity with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are living in situation of poverty, violence, and oppression. The human family, like Bartimaeus, 

is in need of a healing encounter with Christ. As the Holy Father says in his message for World Mission Sunday: ‘There is urgent 

need for the mission of compassion… for building a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and 

our resources’.  

As disciples of Christ, we are called to live this and to share with our sisters and brothers – locally, nationally, internationally – the 

compassion that Christ showed to Bartimaeus; the compassion that our broken world needs. 

The collection today, coordinated by Missio, the Holy Father’s charity for world mission, will be a great help to missionaries like 

Sister Veronica who works in a troubled area of Nigeria. Through training programmes run by the Women’s Interfaith Council, 

she is trying to bring people of all faiths together in mutual respect to build peace. She hopes that people will see God in each 

other and work together in harmony for a better world; a world without hatred and violence. Sister Veronica tells us: ‘When you 

train a woman, you train a nation. We bring them together as women and build peace. Every religion talks about love, there is no 

religion that talks about war’. 

Thank you for your support of Missio, which strives to share with all the peace and hope that only Jesus can bring to our world. 

 

 

 Father Michael 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What aspect of my life needs healing? What do I want Jesus to do for me? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

In view of this weeks announcement and rising numbers, it is still essential to wear masks and have social distancing in church to maintain it as 

a safe place for worship. Thank you for your cooperation.   

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY - 24th October is the day of Special Prayer for the Evangelisation of the World. A special collection is taken today 

and throughout the week. Gift-aiders please use the envelopes provided, and return as soon as possible. 

 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND - A special collection will take place for the Clergy Training Fund on 31st October and following. There will also be 

envelopes available for individual and family donations. Contributions invited until 28th November. 

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd November, at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. Please note that at least 1 

parent must be a baptised Catholic. Social distancing will be in effect, and masks are to be worn.  

 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS - Masses on 2nd November will be 10am at St Mary’s, 12.05pm at St Joseph’s, and 6.30pm at St 

Patrick’s. During the month of November, we will celebrate a number of Masses for those who have died during the last two years. There will 

be Mass at 10.30am every Saturday in November, and we will be sending out invitations to all who have been bereaved in the last two years. 

The Bishop has asked us to create a book of remembrance for anyone who died as a result of covid-19 during this time. We will then be 

sending a copy of this to the cathedral to be part of the solemn requiem mass on Saturday 27th November at 11am.  

 

GATHER MY PEOPLE - A Day of Reflection for Liturgical Lay Leaders will be held on Saturday 6th November, 10.30am-3.30pm, at St Joseph’s 

Parish Hall in Gateshead (NE8 1LX). Contact the Parish Office to book before Friday 29th October. 

 
DIOCESAN MASS FOR ALTAR SERVERS - The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be at 11am on Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert will celebrate the Mass and it is hoped that we see servers come together from across the Diocese. It will 

be great to see everyone after missing last year and building on the great success of the previous Diocesan Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.  

 

DIOCESE LOURDES PILGRIMAGE - Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 

2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more. It would be helpful if you could indicate your interest 

in travelling to Lourdes in July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that support the 

smooth running of the Pilgrimage.   Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - We invite families of all ages to our new monthly event, where you’ll find games, songs, prayer and food for all ages. 

It takes place at St Patrick’s Church, Owton Manor, TS25 3QG, from 4pm-5.30pm. Our first two events this term are: Sunday 7th November: 

Camp fire worship and Pizza, Sunday 5th December: Advent Wreath making and Hot dogs. For more information, please contact Ric, the Parish 

Youth Co-ordinator on 07741162085 or ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk. 

 

“GLAD TO BE BACK” - The 39th Christmas Concert by the Hartlepool Male Voice Choir is taking place on Friday 3rd December 2021 at 7pm in 

the Borough Hall. Tickets are priced at £10 and available from Ian Malcolmson in St Mary’s Church. Donations to local charities will be made 

from the proceeds of the concert. 

 

READERS TRAINING - The course will look at the importance of the Word of God in the Liturgy. We shall consider the need to reflect on the 

meaning of the sacred text and provide training to help improve technique in proclaiming - Monday 8 November 7pm-9pm & Saturday 13 

November 10am-3pm at St Joseph’s, Stanley, DH9 0BL. 

 

OPEN MEETING - On Tuesday 23rd November, Canon Peter Leighton will chair a further consultation on our future as a parish, and particularly 

in regard to the decision to end Sunday Masses at St John Vianney’s and St Cuthbert’s. Mr Andrew Gillingham, the Diocesan Property 

Manager, and Mr Jeff Ledger, from the Diocesan Finance department, will be in attendance to give information and to answer any questions. 

This meeting will take place at English Martyrs school, at 6.30pm. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD - This year there will be a grand Christmas raffle across the parish, which will be drawn in St Joseph’s hall, on the weekend 

of 11/12 December. We wait to see the situation for what kind of social event we might have in and around the draw, but we hope to have this 

live streamed. We will also be having the Christmas lamps, and envelopes to dedicate the lamps will be available from the 1st December. 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 
 

 - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

       Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 
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Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  TOM GILFOYLE,  

DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA 

HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN 

KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER 

MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE 

PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  

HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW 

THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Michael Thomas Porritt, Lily Rickerby, Anne Cole (nee Strickland), Elizabeth Grievson, Teresa Larkin  

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Michael Donnelly, James Hewitt, Karen Mills, Ann Squires, Lyn Boyd, Joan Fraser, Betty Bleasby, Mary Constance 

Kelly, Mary White, Peter Wilgress, Tom Disley, James Devine, John Dobson, Peter Jenkins, Stella Geraldine Stockdale, Alice Marie 

Trott. 

ST MARY’S: Richard Judge, Ruby Cameron, Elizabeth Murray, Ellen Robson Murray, David Murray. 

ST PATRICK’S: Douglas Allen, William Weatherall, Peggy Hunter, Wilf Hanson. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Isaac Reece (Snr), Elizabeth Murray, Roy Stoddart.  

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Patrick Charles Harlow, Jack Simmonds, June Agnes Wood, Margaret Lavender, Stella Close, Maureen Pat 

Waller, Hugh Kelly, Edward Brown, Bernard Keith Harrison.  

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

Please pray for our children preparing to celebrate their First Holy Communion 

Our First Holy Communion children will be celebrating their First Holy Communion on all of the Saturdays of October. Due to the numbers, we 

can only accommodate a household of 6 for each child, but the Masses will be live-streamed through the Holy Family Facebook page. 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Listen to the Word           Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jeremiah 31: 7-9     Psalm 125    Hebrews 5:1-6                 Mark 10:46-52 
 

“What do you want me to do for you?” 
 

Coming back from the brink of despair is a time of great joy in our lives. When someone we love is desperately ill, we are distraught, but 

when that illness is brought under control and our fears recede, we begin to feel as if life can begin again. Often, it is in times of despair that 

we question our faith, we fear that God is not listening to our pleas and we feel abandoned. It is at these times we are closest to God: He is 

always present in our lives, He does not promise to answer our prayers in the way we want but He is there, with arms outstretched, to hold us 

and comfort us. 

The Israelites were taken into exile in Babylon and their nation ceased to exist. During their time in exile, they prayed that freedom would 

come again to their people and, eventually, they were released to return to the promised land, and they began to rebuild their nation. God 

was with them throughout their exile, waiting for them to turn to Him again. The reading from Jeremiah is a song of gladness, the psalm an 

outpouring of thanksgiving for the Lord who had never forgotten them. This same God is always there for everyone who turns to Him. 

The final healing miracle of Mark’s Gospel is the curing of the blind man, Bartimaeus. The passage contains the words of Jesus “What do you 

want me to do for you?”. Last week these words provoked James and John to ask for places at the side of Jesus in his glory. Today they 

are met with the simple request “Master, let me see again”. Prayer is our response to those words of Our Lord. There is a huge difference 

between the brothers request and that of Bartimaeus, we can ask anything of Jesus, He wants us to approach Him: let us pray that our 

requests, made from the heart, give us the healing that we need.         David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 

 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

23rd October 2021 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

Rosary recited before Mass  

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Thomas and Brigid Carroll 
 

 

 

Sunday 

24th October 2021 

Mission Sunday 

10.00 am Mass 

Peter Wilgress 

*11.00 am Mass 

Bob and Nancy Garraghan 

9.00 am Mass 

In Celebration of the Marriage of 

Matthew Barker & Janette Wood 

People of the Parish 

Flowers In Remembrance of 

Teresa and Peter Laffey 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the Hall 

Monday 

25th October 2021 

Weekday 

7.15 pm 

Phoenix Group 

Featuring Mystery Speaker 

10.00 am Mass 

Kathleen McGivern 

 

 

Tuesday 

26th October 2021 

SS Chad and Cedd 

12.05 pm Mass 

Maria and Martin Mullins (A)  

 

1.15 pm Funeral 

Lily Rickerby  

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 1.00pm - 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

6.30 pm Mass 

Joan Proud 

Wednesday 

27th October 2021 

Weekday 

12.00 pm Requiem  

Teresa Larkin 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

6.30 pm Mass 

Bernard Harrison (A) 

  

Thursday 

28th October 2021 

SS Simon and Jude 

12.05 pm Mass 

Erin O’Neil 

6.00 pm 

First Holy Communion Practice 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

29th October 2021 

Weekday 

11.45 am 

Rosary recited before Mass 

12.05 pm Mass 

Kenneth James Hutton (50th A) 

  

Saturday 

30th October 2021 

The Martyrs of Douai 

College 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

Rosary recited before Mass  

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Mick and Maureen Olley  

(Golden Wedding A) 

  

Sunday 

31st October 2021 

All Saints Day 

10.00 am Mass 

Thanksgiving for Phil Beattie’s  

100th B/Day 

*11.00 am Mass 

Anne Cole (Nee Strickland) 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Madge Wilson 

Wellbeing of Mark and Matthew 

Lennard 


