
This week’s readings

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish Office is open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

To receive this newsletter by email each week, email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 
 

At the moment, I struggle to watch the news. We’ve now completed the second 

week in which COP26 has warned us of the dangers before us, and even 

disasters if we do not tackle the challenges of climate change and our 

environment. From politicians to young activists, from demonstrations in the 

streets to negotiations at the conference table, we are being reminded that the 

world is in great distress, unparallel since the nations first came into existence. 

Equally there is continuing news of the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, in the 

Sudan, and on the borders of Poland. The world seems to be a place of great 

distress, there doesn’t seem to be a need for cosmic displays to make the point, 

for there is enough happening on the ground to make us realise that we live in 

distressing times. The news becomes a dark place, and the temptation is to close 

our eyes and shut our ears, and yet Jesus in the Gospel tells us that we must be prepared to read the signs of the times, just as 

we can tell the seasons and the time by a fruit tree that comes to harvest in the autumn. At this time of the year as we look 

about us, we are so conscious the winter is just around the corner, because we are all experts at reading the seasons in the 

natural world. The challenge for us is to read the signs of the times, and in an even frightening world to persevere in faith, and to 

renew our trust in Jesus who is present in our world, but will come one day with great power and glory to gather his chosen from 

the four winds.  

Daniel in our first reading, warned of terrible times but immediately assures us that Gods chosen will escape aided by those who 

lead them, like the stars in the sky. Before GPS or even electricity, stars were used to guide travellers to their destination. We are 

called to be those stars now, beacons of light reflecting Christ our Light for others to follow to justice and life forever. We also 

seek out the light that others provide, as they reflect Christ in the way they live their lives. The challenge and invitation of Jesus is 

to be as the angels he describes in the Gospel, assisting the Lord in drawing others to justice and drawing them to peace.  

Nothing can focus our minds like a deadline, knowing a project must be finished by a certain day means that we cannot ignore it 

in the time leading up to that deadline. Vigilance focuses our minds as well, but it can be difficult to sustain. We are often told to 

be vigilant in case of a terrorist attack, and there can be times when we are very much aware of this, but it is very difficult to be 

constantly vigilant, especially if you do not know the day or the hour that that deadline might come. Jesus, however, will not 

come to us only at the end of time, as we’re being reminded today in the Gospel. Jesus will come to us at any hour and on any 

day. We need to recognise him. He may come as a stranger in need, or a friend in pain. He may come into our hearts at a 

significant time or when we least expect it. It may not seem glorious in the least, the stars will not come falling down from 

heaven or the earth shaken, but Jesus comes in ways great and small every day. We must be vigilant in keeping watch for Jesus 

who comes to us in many and various ways, putting our trust in him who is our rock and anchor in everchanging times. In this 

Years of the Eucharist, we remember that Jesus comes to us in the hour in which we celebrate our Mass. He comes to us in his 

word, that challenges us, consoles us, and renews our hope in him. He comes to us in the simple gifts of bread and wine which 

are made holy in imitation of that first Eucharist twenty centuries ago, Jesus is present then in a special way every time we 

celebrate our Mass. And so we receive him in the Eucharist, conscious of his presence in us and our neighbour, as we live this 

day made holy in his coming. 

Next week the Feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Churches year, there will be exposition of the blessed Sacrament 

on Saturday from 3pm to 4.30pm, and on Sunday from 3pm finishing with Benediction at 4pm.  Father Michael
QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How can I remain vigilant in looking for Jesus over this coming week? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS - As we continue in this month of November, the month of the  

Holy Souls, our focus today on this Remembrance Sunday is for those who died as a result of two world wars and subsequent conflicts. We 

continue to celebrate Masses for those who have died during the last two years. There is Mass at 10.30am every Saturday in November, and 

invitations have been sent to all who have been bereaved in the last two years. The Bishop has asked us to create a book of remembrance for 

anyone who died as a result of covid-19 during this time. We will then be sending a copy of this to the cathedral to be part of the solemn 

requiem mass on Saturday 27th November at 11am. You are invited to join Bishop Robert in celebrating Requiem Mass, particularly for all those 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. The mass will be held on Thursday 25th November, at 7pm, in the Church of Our Lady of the Most Holy 

Rosary, Sidlaw Road, Billingham, TS23 2EP. 

 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR - This Sunday, 14th November, the fifth World Day of the Poor, the theme is “for the poor you have always with 

you”. In Pope Francis’ message in 2017, he asked Catholic communities to engage in acts of encounter and concrete expressions of charity. The 

focus is not fundraising, but encounter, accompaniment and change. Do we know our community, who do we ‘see’ there, who do we not see, 

what is the Holy Spirit prompting us to do? 

 

OPEN MEETING - On Tuesday 23rd November, Canon Peter Leighton will chair a further consultation on our future as a parish, and particularly 

in regard to the decision to end Sunday Masses at St John Vianney’s and St Cuthbert’s. Mr Andrew Gillingham, the Diocesan Property 

Manager, and Mr Jeff Ledger, from the Diocesan Finance department, will be in attendance to give information and to answer any questions. 

This meeting will take place at English Martyrs school, at 6.30pm. 

 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND - A special collection took place last week for the Clergy Training Fund. Envelopes marked ‘CTF’ are available at the 

back of Church, or you could simply use your own envelope, marking it ‘CTF’. Cheques should all be made to The Clergy Training Fund. 

Contributions invited until 28th November. 

 

DIOCESAN MASS FOR ALTAR SERVERS - The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be at 11am on Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert will celebrate the Mass and it is hoped that we see servers come together from across the Diocese. It will 

be great to see everyone after missing last year and building on the great success of the previous Diocesan Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.  

 

GIFT AID - Please note the Diocese has asked that we keep open the Gift Aid records of all those who were members of the scheme. If you 

have returned to Mass and you need Gift Aid envelopes to continue in the scheme, please contact the Parish Office on 01429 866288 with your 

name and address and we will deliver a box of envelopes or, if you prefer, a Bankers Order form so you can pay through your bank. 

 

“GLAD TO BE BACK” - The 39th Christmas Concert by the Hartlepool Male Voice Choir is taking place on Friday 3rd December 2021 at 7pm in 

the Borough Hall. Tickets are priced at £10 and available from Ian Malcolmson in St Mary’s Church. Donations to local charities will be made 

from the proceeds of the concert. 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE – Tickets are now available for the Christmas raffle and are available in all of our churches. You can also take an envelope 

from the back of church if you would like to donate a prize for the raffle. The raffle will be drawn in St Joseph’s hall, on the weekend of 11/12 

December. We wait to see the situation for what kind of social event we might have in and around the draw, but we hope to have this live 

streamed. We will also be having the Christmas lamps, and envelopes to dedicate the lamps will be available from the 1st December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

Call Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

WORLD YOUTH SUNDAY - Next week we celebrate World Youth Sunday when the Church across the globe reflects on the gift of young 

people and offers our support as we accompany them on their faith journey. Here in the Diocese the YMT provide a variety of 

opportunities to support our young people. Check out YMT on social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) and the website www.ymt.org. 

Next week we will hear more about their work and we will be given the opportunity to donate towards this essential ministry. There will 

be a retiring collection next week or you can Text to donate: (text Youth10 to 70500 to donate £10). 

Holy Family Parish will join with churches across the world to celebrate and pray for all of our amazing young people at the 10am Mass at 

St Joseph's next week. Families from across the parish are invited with readings and music led by pupils from our parish schools. 

 

EVERGREEN APPEAL - Our next event this term is on Sunday 5th December: Advent Wreath making and Hot dogs. We will need lots of 

foliage! If you have any holly, ivy, fir etc. in your garden to spare, please contact Ric using the details above and we can arrange to cut 

and collect it nearer the time so it stays fresh. 

 

mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN 

MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O’DELL,  

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  

JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  

GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Betty Grievson, Terence Kidd, Jean King, Joan Hanson, Jimmy Gaffney 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Rosemary Calvert, Eileen McConnell, Catherine Pamela Middleton, Margaret Rose Rutter, Robert Gardner, Doreen 

Delafield, Norah Willingham, Thomas Frederick Amerigo, Joan Dettmer, Albert Burnett, Christine Hughes. 

ST MARY’S: Kathleen McClelland, George William Metcalf, Lawrence Timlim, Mary Menary, Jean Cunningham. 

ST PATRICK’S: Zac Wormald, Harry McIntyre, John Ryan, Alethea Judge. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Terry Dwyer, Mary Menary. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Patrick Joseph Price, Andrew Parsons, Dennis Hooks, Peter Ayre, Thomas Cawley. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Listen to the Word           Thirty Third Sunday of the Year  

Daniel 12: 1-13     Psalm 15    Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18      Mark 13:24.32 

None of us want to live during a time of great disaster; we may watch disaster movies and be amazed at the skill of the director and his 

technical people but as for the real thing – no thank you. However, certainly at a personal level, and sometimes on a global level, disaster 

strikes; through the death of a loved one or through natural catastrophe and we, who are left, have to pick up the pieces. How we respond to 

these situations is a sign of our humanity. 

The Archangel Michael always strikes me as a really powerful individual. If you visit Coventry Cathedral his statue stands by the main door. He 

appears to be about twelve feet tall, holding his spear of righteousness, standing over the inert figure of Lucifer, the fallen angel. He takes 

centre stage in today’s first reading from the Book of the prophet Daniel; the message fills us full of hope, not dread, for he tells us “The 

learned will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, those who have instructed…as bright as stars”. It is our mission to learn more about our 

faith and to instruct those we have contact with, especially our own children, and if we do this work well, we have nothing to fear. 

The Gospel message repeats the words of the prophet Daniel, but it is Christ who speaks to us from his place of authority. Again, the message 

is not doom and gloom but a transition between this world and the next. Mark is writing to the Christians, under persecution, in Rome and his 

language is stark and uncompromising; the world as we know it will disappear, but the love of God for his chosen people is everlasting. As for 

the hour, just as we cannot know the hour of our death, we cannot know the day that all life as we know it will end, we can only trust in God. 

Lord Jesus, 

You watch over us, 

as a shepherd watches his sheep. 

Keep us in your love 

and protect us from harm, 

until you come again 

to take us from this veil of tears 

into the everlasting banquet in your presence 

  Amen.         David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

13th November 2021 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Eileen McConnell 

 10.30 am Remembrance Mass 

Michael and Mary Regan 

Sunday 

14th November 2021 

33rd Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am Mass 

McDade Family 

*11.00 am Mass 

George and Peggy Heal 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Paul Linighan 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

 

Flowers In Memory of  

Zac Wormald 

Monday 

15th November 2021 

St Albert the Great 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Deceased Members of  

St Mary’s Community, 

Mick & Barbara Connor 58th 

Wedding Anniversary 

 

Tuesday 

16th November 2021 

St Edmund of Abingdon 

12.05 pm Mass 

Pinto and Rebello Families 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 

 1.00pm – 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Mary Stamp 

Wednesday 

17th November 2021 

St Hilda of Whitby 

10.00 am Funeral 

Jean King 

 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Father Stephen Johnson 
 

10.00am Mass 

Feast Day Mass of St Hilda 

followed by refreshments.  

 

Please let us all celebrate the 

feast of St Hilda, the patron 

saint of our town. 

 

Thursday 

18th November 2021 

The Dedication of the 

Basilicas 

12.05 pm Mass 

Moore and Howe Families 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

19th November 2021 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Requiem Mass for Joan Hanson 

  

Saturday 

20h November 2021 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

10.30 am Remembrance 

Mass 

Michael, Ethel, and Forbes Jacques 

 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Jessie and Bert Spaldin 

 

  

Sunday 

21st November 2021 

Our Lord Jesus Christ The 

King 

10.00 am Mass 

Jimmy and Sheila Dobing 

*11.00 am Mass 

Joan Florence Bennetts 

9.00 am Mass 

Wellbeing of Norma and John 

Twydale 

Zac Wormald (A) 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

