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MESSAGE FROM DEACON JEFF PARKES 

 

 

 
Can I introduce myself to you, my name is Deacon Jeff Parkes and I will be learning, and sharing time with you over the next year or so. I am 

looking forward to getting to know you as we journey in our Christian faith together. I was born in Hartlepool, was baptised at St Josephs, and 

attended St Cuthbert’s primary school before attending English Martyrs Comprehensive school. I have worked as mechanical engineer and as a 

police officer from 1989 until 2019. After 5 years of formation, I was ordained a permanent deacon in June 2015 and have been serving 3 

parishes in Stockton since that time. I now work for the NHS as a mental health Chaplain serving across the Tees Esk and Wear valley areas. 

For those that don’t know the word deacon means servant and that is what a deacon is, someone who serves particular in his ministry of the 

word, liturgy and in charity. The diaconate trace their origins back to St Stephen & St Philip recorded in the book of Acts and St Lawrence and 

St Francis of Assisi were also some well know deacons. More importantly that role of servant is found in Jesus himself, our servant king. 

What does a deacon do I can hear you say? Deacons can baptise, witness marriages, perform funeral and burial services outside of Mass, 

distribute Holy Communion, preach the homily, and are obligated to pray the Divine Office or the Breviary each day. This way, in addition to 

the biblical readings at daily Mass, the deacon is also exposed to more Sacred Scripture each day of their life. 

I have been married for the past 26 years and have grown up children, who still use the bank of dad, you know that money tree at the bottom 

of the garden. I have been blessed in my life and have been rewarded financially for years of hard work and commitment. In today’s society 

especially amongst the more left socialist thinkers I may be accused of white male privilege. It a word that’s used frequently now in some 

circles. But I know truly in my heart the one colossal privilege that I had, wasn’t my skin colour, it wasn’t the fact that I’m male. It was the simple 

fact that I grew up in a secure family, with a mother and father who loved me, who had 60 years of married life together. That’s the true 

privilege I had growing up, living in a loving family unit. The scientific research also supports this, that missing fathers, the breakup families is 

the single factor by far of the greatest cause of anti-social behaviour and criminality amongst young men. 

In today’s Gospel reading Mark records, that the pharisees approach Jesus to test him, in order to expose his views on divorce. “is it lawful for a 

husband to divorce his wife” Divorce was widely accepted in Jewish society at the time of Jesus, just like in our society today. But notice it’s the 

husband divorcing the wife. Marks tells us that Jesus’s views are clear “what God had joined together; no human being must separate”.  

To understand the context of this text, I think there a three key areas, hardness of heart, (human weakness) Children, and the oneness of a 

husband and wife. The very next chapter from the Gospel of Mark has Jesus welcoming the children and rebuking his disciples for their attitude 

towards them. I believe that Jesus has women and children in mind when he gives us this instruction on 

marriage and divorce. He would have witnessed that women had no rites at the time and were at simply 

victims of the men’s hardness of heart. He would have seen how some viewed women and children as 

lower status and as such, if they were given a bill of divorce which we find in Deat 24: 1-4; then 

realistically they were not only socially excluded but begging and slavery were likely outcome for them. 

Just as relevant today then, Jesus teaches us about the benefits of marriage and the chaos that is caused 

through divorce. Notice that Jesus is only thinking about the goodness for others. It isn’t about criticism 

of those who divorce, it’s about what are the consequences, it’s about loving those people in their 

difficulties. When we do this, we understand that it is right and proper that some couples should not be 

together. As we celebrate the goodness of the mystery of marriage, we must also hold in our hearts 

those who make mistakes and those who need to be apart for their good and those around them. 

Marriage gives that foundation on which love can grow, so that love can be poured to others. So that 

we can care and support those that are the most in need. This marriage then mirrors Christ as the 

bridegroom of the Church, from which love flows to us. Remember most importantly no matter how 

hard our hearts may be, there is no divorce bill that can separate us from the love of God. 

God Bless,  

            Deacon Jeff    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What can I do to put the needs of those I love, of those who depend on 

                                              me, above my own needs this week? 



COVID RESTRICTIONS UPDATE - We are now settling into the new regulations and restoring some of the elements of our celebration of 

Mass. From this weekend, we will be having offertory processions and after half-term we will reintroduce readers rotas and also Eucharistic 

minister rotas. We continue to wear masks in Church and keep a safe distance, and this applies also to the parish centre, which is now open 

having been checked by a representative from the local authority. Any groups wishing to use the parish centre will have to conduct a risk 

assessment.   

MINISTRY MORNING - We’re all delighted with the uplifting morning given by Father Mark Millward on Saturday morning last. Thank you to 

everybody who turned out and committed to this morning of reflection and prayer. If anyone missed their commitment over the weekend, 

especially Eucharistic ministers, please let us know if the parish office to make alternative arrangements. Thank you for signing the sheets so 

that we can start preparing new rotas, if you haven’t filled in a form, please do so as soon as possible.  

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 5th October, at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. 

 

CAFOD - This week we distribute the CAFOD Family Fast Day envelopes entitled: Climate Crisis Appeal. Please take the envelopes and use next 

Friday 8th October as your fast day, and return the envelopes beginning on Saturday 9th October. 

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY - 24th October - Please note that a collection will be taken on this Sunday for the World Mission, and we will be 

giving you more information in the weeks ahead. 

 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND - A special collection will take place for the Clergy Training Fund on 31st October and following. There will also be 

envelopes available for individual and family donations. 

 

RCIA / JOURNEY IN FAITH - We invite those who took part in our Journey in Faith in past years, particularly those from last year, to join 

together for a reunion as we plan ahead to begin our Journey in Faith 2021/22. 

 

200 CLUB - September Draw - 1st prize of £150 is No. 114: Elaine McGarry; 2nd prize of £75 is No. 109: Sheila Simmons; and 3rd prize of £25 is 

Tina Donnelly. Congratulations to our winners. 

 

ST PATRICK’S FLOWER SPONSORSHIP - This week’s flowers are in Remembrance of Steven Tierney. 

 

ST PATRICK’S HALL - We recommence Sunday Coffee after Mass this weekend.  On Tuesday 5th October the Over 60’s Club reopens.  The club 

welcomes members old and new from 1pm to 3pm each week.  Everyone is welcome.  Strict safety measures will be in operation to ensure all 

are kept safe. 

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - There will be a fundraiser for HCPT on Friday 8th October in memory of Kevin Walsh. It will be held at Rovers Quoit 

Club (formerly Iona). Tickets £5 including pie and pea supper. Tombola and raffle. If interested please contact Sheila Simmons on 07525210624 

or e mail: sheila.simmons@uwclub.net 

 

CALLED TO THE SUPPER OF THE LAMB - A day of reflection for Extraordinary ministers is being held at Ushaw College, Durham on Saturday 

30th October, 10:30-15:30. You do not have to attend both. The cost of the day is £15 per person. A light lunch, tea and coffee will be provided. 

Please contact the Parish Office to book your place no later than Thursday 14th October. 

 

ALPHA AND CONFIRMATION JOURNEY - Any young people in Year 9 or above who would like to take the next step in their journey of faith 

are invited to Alpha which will start in January. Alpha is a 10-week course which enables young people top explore the Christian faith together. 

It’s also the first step for those considering receiving the sacrament of confirmation. To express interest and for updates about dates, email 

ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 
 

 - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

       Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 
 

PRE-RECORDED TELEPHONE LITURGIES - Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

mailto:sheila.simmons@uwclub.net
mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk
mailto:holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com
mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  TOM GILFOYLE,  

DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA 

HOEY,  ANN HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  MARGARET 

KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  

CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  

MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA 

ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  

MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently: 

 Mary Jukes, Anne Robinson, Catherine Adams 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Catherine Jeffrey, Winnie Connor, Mary Wood, Isaac Carroll, Dorothy Northey, Pauline Webb, Terence Rhoden, 

Eileen Biddle, Ernest Crowe, Winifred Atkinson, Sean Charlton, Philip Wilkinson, Dorothy Swift. 

ST MARY’S: Simeon Fraser, William Graham, Edith Potts, Bobby McDonald, Thomas Francis McCarthy.  

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Mary Howard, William Menary, Anne Norah Talbot, Edith Waller, Claire Marie Jagger, Eileen Foster, 

Nicholas Caden, Doreen Magee. 
ST PATRICK’S: Joseph Jennings, Fr John Kennedy, Madge Wilson, Steven Tierney, Winifred M Young, Stuart Robert Anderson. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Dennis Clifford, John Lewis, John Carroll, Katherine Mitchell, Sheila Hughes, James McGibbon, Christine 

Whitehouse, Arnold Myers, Kathleen Coombe. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

Please pray for our children preparing to celebrate their First Holy Communion 

Our First Holy Communion children will be celebrating their First Holy Communion on all of the Saturdays of October. Due to the numbers, we 

can only accommodate a household of 6 for each child, but the Masses will be live-streamed through the Holy Family Facebook page. 

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Listen to the Word            Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Genesis 2: 18-24     Psalm 127    Hebrews 2: 9-11     Mark 10: 2-16 

 

There is much emphasis given these days to vocation. The root of the word “vocation” is voice; vocation is listening to a voice and then 

acting upon the possibilities the voice offers. The voice may come from within; a sense of following one’s inner feelings, or the voice may 

come from without, through other people, their needs and hopes, their joys and despairs, their dreams for our future. 

We each have a vocation in our lives, for most of us it is lived through our families and friends. The Book of Genesis speaks to us today of 

that very important vocation of the married life. The passage is set in the midst of creation; man fills his days by naming the beasts and the 

birds, but this fails to provide real companionship, so God sends him into a deep sleep and, from the body of the man, woman is formed. 

This story is simple, it comes from the inspired imagination of the writer, yet it contains an important message. The truth behind the message 

is that human life comes from the love between two people and is dignified and sacred. It is not for everyone; the single life is also very 

important, love can be shared in many ways and is part of the very fabric of society, we each look for companionship and love for without it 

our lives are unfulfilled. 

Vocations are not always smooth and easy; sometimes things go wrong and we question whether this particular choice is what we really 

want. Married couples fall out of love with each other and turn to divorce as an answer to their difficulties. The passage from Mark’s Gospel 

tells us that the law concerning divorce in the Old Testament was given because the people were “unteachable” but that the basis of that 

relationship was and always should be that “They are no longer two but one body”. Today the pressures of modern living are reflected in the 

loss of stability in marriage and the subsequent disaster of family breakdown. The church recognises this but sometimes struggles when 

considering how to care for “wounded families, such as single-parent families or those who are separated or divorced and remarried”. 

The Gospel focuses us now on little children. Somehow, we need to find a way of creating the spirit of acceptance that we find in children 

and use that spirit to help us through the difficulties of adult life. 

David Frank 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: (01429) 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

2nd October 2021 

 

The Holy Guardian Angels 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

People of the Parish 

 

  

Sunday 

3rd October 2021 

 

27th Sunday of the Year  

10.00 am Mass 

Bert and Jessie Spaldin 

*11.00 am Mass 

Debbie Hall Ross  

Private Intention 

9.00 am Mass 

Paul Linighan 

Monday 

4th October 2021 

 

St Francis of Assisi 

 10.00 am Mass 

Mary Atkinson 

 

Tuesday 

5th October 2021 

 

St Maria Faustina Kowalska 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Mary Jukes 

 

6.00 pm 

Baptism Meeting 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

Wednesday 

6th October 2021 

 

St Bruno 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

 

 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday 

7th October 2021 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

12.05 pm Mass 

Thanksgiving to St Lucy 

 

6.00 pm 

First Holy Communion Practice 

  

Friday 

8th October 2021 

 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Special Intention (My Family) 

  

Saturday 

9th October 2021 

 

St John Henry Newman 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Sean Charlton (A) 

 

  

Sunday 

10th October 2021 

 

28th Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am Mass 

Philip Wilkinson (A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

Raymond Crawford 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Steven Tierney 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

