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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 
Not wanting to advertise a business, but last week like many, I strolled into that extraordinary emporium of furniture, pictures, 

garden ornaments and bird tables, vinyl records, table lamps and ornaments, to say nothing of some of the most curious items 

that make you ask ‘where did that come from?’ I walked out with a wooden lectern that now stands in St Patrick’s Church. It had 

no tag, but the dog collar and a bit of humming and harring brought the asking price down. I had cut a deal, had a bargain, and 

my seller felt he had done me a favour. It’s my version of ‘Bargain Hunt’, that programme some of us never tire of watching. 

‘Master, we want you to do us a favour’, the apostles James and John ask Jesus. In his humanity, Jesus’ heart must have sank. He 

has just made the third prophecy of the passion, his ultimate suffering death and 

rising again in Jerusalem. Here are two key apostles who seem totally deaf to what 

Jesus has just said and want a favour, to cut a deal, to grab a bargain over the rest, for 

the best seats at the banquet of the kingdom. They have misunderstood glory in the 

same way many misunderstood kingdom. Jesus tells them to follow him and in this to 

share in his suffering, to drink from the same cup. Jesus goes on to tell the whole 

group of apostles that he is calling them to a greatness that comes out of service and 

an authority that is exercised by being servant to all. Jesus bursts the apostles’ bubble, 

their dreams of favour and glory, power and privilege. He will only truly convince them of this and win them over to greatness in 

service when he has fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah in our first reading. ‘By his suffering shall my servant justify many taking their 

faults on himself.’  There are no favours to be won, deals to be cut, other than, as the letter to the Hebrews reminds us, to have 

confidence ‘in approaching the throne of grace, that we shall have mercy from him and find grace when we are in need of help’. 

 

I can identify with Jesus in his struggle with his disciples who don’t seem to get it and focus on the wrong things to the neglect 

of what is crucial and essential. The deadline for applications for First Sacraments was last Sunday. There were forms at the back 

of church for this, making the point that parents have to be prepared to come to Mass and bring their children if they want them 

to receive Communion, because it is essential to be in Communion. Parents seem to want a deal, a favour, that we can celebrate 

the big day, make our children happy with the least cost to ourselves. 

And so parents ask grandparents to get and even fill in the forms. They 

come before Mass, fill it in and go, or even one parent who sat through 

the service next door only to find he was in the wrong place! The gap 

between true practising Catholics and a generation coming through, 

appearing from nowhere with an agenda that has more to do with our 

consumerist society, and so treats sacraments as commodities and 

events.  

Today’s parents aren’t terrible and are trying their best to love and 

support their children, but like our apostles in today’s Gospel, they don’t 

understand that faith demands commitment and costs. Jesus by his own 

example shows us the way to ‘never let go of faith that we have professed’. Jesus feels our weakness and our temptations for he 

has shared in our life and he calls us to something better. The question for us is not what can the church do for me, but what can 

I do for Jesus and his body, the Church? 

 

Father Michael 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What can I do this week to put myself selflessly at the service of others? 



PREPARING FOR THE SYNOD - Last week we have a pastoral letter from Bishop Robert. He reminded us that we are now preparing for the 

World Synod of Bishops. The preparation for the Synod will include everybody, those who attend Church and those who we might say are on 

the margins of the parish and the church. This is bringing the Synod to a new level of inclusion, and will help to form the church across the 

world in the coming decades as we face the challenges of our present time, and the many challenges that lay before us. Our Bishop has also 

called us to celebrate the Year of the Eucharist. This will help us to put the Eucharist at the heart of our life and our mission as a parish, and as 

the diocese. It will provide a focus for us as we once more gather to celebrate the Mass and the Sacraments. There will be a series of events 

and celebrations, both at a diocesan level across our partnership, and in our own town. There will be more information on all of this as we 

progress, starting with the Mass at the Cathedral on Sunday 17th October, at 6.30pm. 

 

OCTOBER MONTH OF THE ROSARY - The Rosary will be recited at 11.45am before 12.05pm Mass on Fridays, and on Saturdays at 5.35pm. 

 

RCIA / JOURNEY IN FAITH - Journey of Faith for anyone interested in the Catholic faith, or any parishioner wishing to deepen their faith, will 

begin on Wednesday 20th October, at 7.15-8.15pm, after the 6.30pm Mass, in the hall. 

 

CAFOD - All CAFOD envelopes and donations should now be in, and this fund is closed. We will be publishing the results shortly. Thank you 

for your generosity. 

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY - 24th October is the day of Special Prayer for the Evangelisation of the World. Please take the envelopes today for 

the collection to be taken on this Sunday for the World Mission. 

 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND - A special collection will take place for the Clergy Training Fund on 31st October and following. There will also be 

envelopes available for individual and family donations. Contributions invited until 28th November. 

 

200 CLUB - Quarterly (£6.25) and Half year (£12.50) subscriptions are now due. 

 

ROSARY ICONS EXHIBITION - Oaklea Centre, Tunstall Road, Sunderland, SR2 7JR Wed - Sun 1.30pm - 4.00pm. Entry Free. Refreshments. 

 

DAY OF PRAYER WITH ST TERESA OF AVILA - led by Fr. Stephen Watson. Change of date to Tuesday 19th October. See poster in the porch. 

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd November, at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. 

 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS - During the month of November, we will celebrate a number of Masses for those who have died 

during the last two years. There will be Mass at 10.30am every Saturday in November, and we will be sending out invitations to all who have 

been bereaved in the last two years we hope. The Bishop has asked us to create a book of remembrance for anyone who died as a result of 

covid-19 during this time. We will then be sending a copy of this to the cathedral to be part of the solemn requiem mass on Saturday 27th 

November at 11am.  

 

GATHER MY PEOPLE - A Day of Reflection for Liturgical Lay Leaders will be held on Saturday 6th November, 10.30am-3.30pm, at St Joseph’s 

Parish Hall in Gateshead (NE8 1LX). Contact the Parish Office to book before Friday 29th October. 

 
DIOCESAN MASS FOR ALTAR SERVERS - The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be at 11am on Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert will celebrate the Mass and it is hoped that we see servers come together from across the Diocese. It will 

be great to see everyone after missing last year and building on the great success of the previous Diocesan Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.  

 

DIOCESE LOURDES PILGRIMAGE - Preparations are beginning for our annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 

2022. It is hoped that this year, we will be able to travel together as a Diocese once more. It would be helpful if you could indicate your interest 

in travelling to Lourdes in July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volunteer for any of the roles that support the 

smooth running of the Pilgrimage.   Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 
 

 - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

       Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 
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Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  TOM GILFOYLE,  

DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA 

HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN 

KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER 

MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE 

PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  

HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW 

THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Michael Thomas Porritt, Lily Rickerby, Anne Cole (nee Strickland) 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Jennifer Noddings, Margaret Eglintine, Theresa Brzezinska, Thomas Carroll, Edward Garthwaite, David Windram, 

Nora Elliot, Doris McLean. 

ST MARY’S: Doris Carney, Ellen Elizabeth Healey, Ronald Muller, Kathleen Leighton, Robert Deathers, John Hart, Billy O'Dell, 

Mathew Taylor, Richard Judge. 

ST PATRICK’S: Lawrence Atkinson, Matthew Mahony, Catherine Joan Carter, Frances Bamford, Bill Armstrong. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Nancy Garraghan, Bridget Howard, Elizabeth Howard, Matthew Lawrence Taylor. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Thomas Reece, Ronald William Mullar, Margaret Maria Neesham. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

Please pray for our children preparing to celebrate their First Holy Communion 

Our First Holy Communion children will be celebrating their First Holy Communion on all of the Saturdays of October. Due to the numbers, we 

can only accommodate a household of 6 for each child, but the Masses will be live-streamed through the Holy Family Facebook page. 

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Listen to the Word              Twenty-Nineth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Isaiah 53: 10-11     Psalm 32        Hebrews 4:14-16               Mark 10: 35-45 

 

May your love be upon us O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. Psalm 32 

 

There is a hymn, O Lord all the world belongs to you, by Patrick Appleford in Kevin Mayhew’s “Hymns Old and New” (no 828) about making 

all things new and turning the world upside down. If you are unfamiliar with it why not sit for a moment before Mass and read the words. It 

talks about a revolution in forgiveness, in loving enemies, in division, and in wealth, and concludes “Send your Spirit on all, in your church 

who you call, to be turning the world upside down”. This is the message of today’s readings for we are called to serve all our brothers and 

sisters, in a servant church inspired by the sacrifice of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

We are nearing the close of Saint Mark’s Gospel and his writing is moving Into the final journey to Jerusalem. In Isaiah we have part of one of 

the “suffering servant” passages. He speaks of a servant crushed with suffering who offers his life in atonement and through whom the Lord’s 

wishes will be done. Jesus was seen by the disciples and the people to be the one who would win them their freedom, would reign over his 

people like a mighty king. Instead, Jesus warns his followers that his life will be sacrificed so that sins will be forgiven and he offers, instead of 

a crown, a life of service to the poor. He is turning their expectations upside down. 

There are times when we wonder whether we are capable of following the Lord. Our lives do not seem to be suitable for a disciple. We want 

to be generous in giving our time and our money but we also want to keep some for ourselves so that our lives may be easier, less stressful. 

Today’s Gospel reveals that even those closest to Him, the apostles James and John, fell into the trap of wanting status in the group that 

followed Jesus. The Lord must have felt frustrated that, after all he had taught them, they were putting their needs first, seeking power and 

place. The message of the Gospel is that self must be sacrificed to make us servants of the poor and afflicted so that our lives may be 

modelled on Our Saviours sacrifice. 

 

David Frank 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

16th October 2021 

 

Weekday 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Mary Ward (B/Day A) 
m 

 

 

Sunday 

17th October 2021 

 

29th Sunday of the Year  
 

10.00 am Mass 

Edmund Niland (A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

Rachel Judge 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Mary Jukes (RD) 

Antonia Hanson 

Flowers In Remembrance of 

Alice Mary Frank 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the Hall 

Year of the Eucharist - Live Streamed Mass at the Cathedral 6.30pm 

  stmaryscathedral.org.uk 

Monday 

18th October 2021 

 

St Luke 

 10.00 am Mass 

John Harrion 

Wyn McDonough 

 

Tuesday 

19th October 2021 

 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Phil Beattie (100th B/Day A) 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 1.00pm - 3.00pm  

Over 60s Club  

6.30 pm Mass 

Joan Carter 

Wednesday 

20th October 2021 

 

Weekday 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Edward Garthwaite 

  

Thursday 

21st October 2021 

 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Erin O’Neill 

 

6.00 pm 

First Holy Communion Practice 

6.30 pm Mass 

Deceased Members of the 

Stoddart Family 

 

Friday 

22nd October 2021 

 

St John Paul II 

12.05 pm Mass 

David Windram (A) 

  

Saturday 

23rd October 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

*10.00 am 

First Holy Communion Celebration 

(Family Invitation Only)  

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Thomas and Brigid Carroll 

  

Sunday 

24th October 2021 

 

Mission Sunday 

10.00 am Mass 

Peter Wilgress (A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

Bob and Nancy Garraghan 

9.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

http://stmaryscathedral.org.uk/

