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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

“Keep your distance. Save lives” is one of the catch phrases we have become familiar with during this pandemic, 

along with “lockdown”, “R number”, “double vaccine”, “face mask” and “social distancing”. Together with “Stay at 

home”, this has understandably turned us all inward for safety. Today, however, we must begin to look out and, if 

necessary, learn again the language of engagement as a church which exists more for those outside than those 

within. 

As Pope Francis puts it in his Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, “each Christian and every community must 

discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort 

zone in order to reach all the ‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 20). 

During these difficult times, as we have kept our distance, we have had to embrace 

a going-in and a staying-apart, which inevitably leads to a looking in. However, the 

Christian message is about looking out and going out “to proclaim the gospel 

without excluding anyone” and being a “people who wish to share their joy” for 

the church grows by attraction (Evangelii Gaudium, 15). We are now facing the 

challenge to look out and to reach out as we emerge into the new normal of these 

post-pandemic days. 

The disciples in our gospel today didn’t understand and were afraid to ask as Jesus 

described to them his forthcoming journey to save the world. As Jesus encouraged 

them to look out, they look in and argue about the pecking order and who was 

first in it. Jesus teaches them in his embrace of a powerless child, considered of no 

importance in the society of the time: here is greatness- the capacity to welcome the least as well as the greatest, the 

powerless as well as the powerful. 

The Book of Wisdom reminds us that being virtuous brings us into conflict as we challenge the jealousy and 

ambition of others that so easily leads to battles for power and possession. Similarly, St. James in the second reading 

insists that we seek the wisdom from above, our baptismal calling which leads away from partiality and hypocrisy and 

calls us to be considerate and compassionate. 

In this time of change, today is the day to begin again the work of looking out, the “missionary option”, so that the 

church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures, can be suitably channelled for 

the evangelisation of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.        Father Michael              u 

This message is part of the Home Mission Sunday material that has gone out across the diocese in celebration of this 

Home Mission Sunday. Father Michael is the diocesan coordinator for Evangelisation, which is part of the vicariate for 

faith and mission. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Can I look for an opportunity to look out and to encourage faith in  

                                              someone else this week? 

about:blank


 

COVID RESTRICTIONS UPDATE - The last few weeks have seen an increase again in cases of covid here in the Northeast, as the effects of the 

relaxation have allowed covid to spread more easily. Health officials in the region have advised that maintaining covid control measures such 

as social distancing and face covering through the autumn period will be vital in controlling covid infections. Infections are likely to rise as 

students return to schools and universities, and as the virus becomes more active in the cooler weather when we spend more time indoors. 

Against this is the success of the vaccination programme and all Parishioners should see the importance of having the vaccine as part of their 

responsibility towards the common good. Against this background and the governments announcement of plan A and plan B, there is also the 

need for us to reclaim our parish life and energy whilst keeping everyone safe. With effect from this weekend 18th and 19th September, I can 

confirm that our diocese will continue to use hand sanitisers in entering and leaving church, that face coverings are to be worn unless anyone 

is exempt in doing so, social distancing continues to 1m between households. To this end, we will be operating an offset seating plan in church 

and so stewards will still be managing seating to ensure distancing, but all benches will be accessible under their direction. We will continue to 

clean touchpoints in the building after each act of worship, and a thorough cleaning every Friday. Congregational singing is now permitted, 

but people must still wear a mask while singing. We will continue to use our one-way systems in order to ensure distancing and safety. We are 

now also able to take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound in their homes. 

 

EDUCATION SUNDAY - We welcome today Sara Crawshaw, our new headteacher, and pupils from English Martyrs school who will help us in 

our celebration of Mass as we pray for all of our schools in their new school year facing the challenges of our present time and doing their best 

to support our young people as they grow in faith and life. 

 

MINISTRY MORNING SATURDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 10-12 NOON - Farther Mark Millward, our new episcopal vicar will lead us in a morning 

of prayer and reflection, leading to a recommitment of our welcomers/stewards, readers, Eucharistic ministers and all those involved in the 

various ministries in and around the parish. This will help us as we re-establish our parish life and ministry as we move forward. Many of you 

will remember Father mar from previous visits and that he is inspirational in what he shares for us. Please make sure that you have this date in 

your diary and that the venue will be St. Joseph’s Church (you’re welcome to bring a cushion). Next week will give you a timetable for the 

morning.   

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - WALSINGHAM 2022 - We have provisionally booked next year’s Pilgrimage to Walsingham for the following dates 

28/29/30 July 2022-Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Deposits of £20 (non-refundable) will reserve places. If interested please contact Elaine on 

07723543940 or Veronica on 01429 291551. If paying by cheque please make payable to ‘HARTLEPOOL WALSINGHAM FUND’. Thank you. 

 

ST PATRICK’S FLOWER SPONSORSHIP - This week’s flowers are in Remembrance of our grandson Luis Ghaut - sponsors Margaret and 

Michael Leck. 

CLIMATE CHANGE - Climate Change is very much in the news and Pope Francis is expected to visit Glasgow in November to encourage the 

global community to take urgent action. Meanwhile, our diocese is launching a new environment policy so it seems like a good time to look at 

what our parish can do. If you'd be interested in forming a group that meets occasionally to do this, please contact Jeremy Cain at 

jemandem1998@gmail.com or on 07881891142. You can also take part in the upcoming diocesan environmental conference taking place on 

Saturday 18th September. For more details see http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/caritas/caritaseventsandnews.php 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING - As the current situation with Covid continues and we keep ourselves safe and have restricted numbers and 

access to Churches I am asking if you would join this fundraising virtually and host your own coffee morning with family and friends and 

donate the money you raise. I’m happy to collect the donations and send them on to the charity on behalf of the Holy Family Parish. I’m happy 

to collect any donations if you email me your details at patriciacarroll09@yahoo.com or bring your donations to church as long as they are in a 

sealed envelope clearly marked Macmillan. Many thanks, Pat. 

 

ALPHA AND CONFIRMATION JOURNEY - Any young people in Year 9 or above who would like to take the next step in their journey of faith 

are invited to Alpha which will start soon. Alpha is a 10-week course which enables young people top explore the Christian faith together. It’s 

also the first step for those considering receiving the sacrament of confirmation. To express interest and for updates about dates, 

email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 
 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer:  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 
 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: …… 

Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.   Thank you. 
 

TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL EACH WEEK - email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

PRE-RECORDED TELEPHONE LITURGIES - Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

mailto:patriciacarroll09@yahoo.com
mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk
mailto:holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com
mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL CANN,  SARAH 

CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  LOTTIE 

DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE 

GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  

ANN HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  

KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER 

MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE 

PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  

HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW 

THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently: 

Debra Hall, Edith Davidson, Patrick Sanderson 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Jack Fitzgerald, Stevie Mullins, Stephen John McMorris, Edmund Smith, Audrey Shave. 

ST MARY’S: James William Lilley, Nora Dwyer, Sylvia Green, Eric Lake, Ray Andrews, Elizabeth Tubb. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Michael Cawley, Cristine Fiorini, Kenneth Coull, Stephen Mullins, Mrs M. E. Willis, Beverley Jones. 

ST PATRICK’S: John Bowran, Audrey Crowther, Luis Ghaut, Brian Feeney, Jack Collier, Richard Gofton. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Ronald Harry Slimmings, William Cyril Gallagher, Thomas Mulcahy, Carol McLean, Barbara Ann Murphy, 

Daniel Cummins, Michael Mulcahy. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

 

Please pray for our children preparing to celebrate their First Holy Communion 

Next week our First Holy Communion groups will meet once more on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 6pm followed by Mass at 6.30pm. 

The children will then be celebrating their First Holy Communion on all of the Saturdays of October. Due to the numbers, we can only 

accommodate a household of 6 for each child, but the Masses will be live-streamed through the Holy Family Facebook page. 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 

Listen to the Word                  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20     Psalm 53    James 3: 16- 4: 3    Mark 9: 30-37 

 

We live in a world created by God’s love but, just as a flower needs food, water and light, our world cannot flourish without our care and 

attention.  Today’s readings speak so much about the selfishness and inhumanity which is rampant in our world; there are those who work 

for the realisation of God’s plan for our planet but there are many others who, through their action or inaction, are causing the destruction of 

our earth and the devastation of people’s lives. 

Alfie’s mother was very concerned that he was not mixing with other children because of the constraints of living in our coronavirus world. 

He is almost two years old and, apart from his slightly older cousin, he has not learned to interact with children his own age. Now things are 

getting easier she took him to a nursery group to begin the process of introducing him to the world of playing and sharing with others, the 

world in which we too learned the first lessons of life. To her delight he took this change in his stride and began to understand that he must 

share with others, be gentle around those who are not as robust as he is, and be aware of the needs and wants of the children in his group. 

In essence he must learn to be a loving, caring, considerate human being. 

It is so apt that, when Jesus speaks to His disciples about their attitude to power, he should look at the example of a little child to show them 

how they should behave. Children grow up to be adults and the goodness they have absorbed as children is so often lost as they become 

subjects of our frantic, selfish, world. If we could keep the lessons we learned of the sharing and caring of our nursery days then the 

problems and traumas of our adult life would fade and, perhaps, we could build a world that welcomes everyone, no matter what their race, 

colour or religion may be. 

David Frank 

 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: (01429) 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

18th September 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Joe and Phyliss Hunter 

  

Sunday 

19th September 2021 

 

Home Mission Sunday 

10.00 am Mass 

Lannone and Bowren Families 

*11.00 am Mass 

Joan Wrigley 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

In Thanksgiving 

Monday 

20th September 2021 

 

SS Andrew Kim, Paul Chong 

Hasang and Companions 

 10.00 am Mass 

Talaay Ahmad and Family 

 

Tuesday 

21st September 2021 

 

St Matthew, Apostle and 

Evangelist 

12.05 pm Mass 

John Bowren (40th A) 

 

6.00 pm 

Holy Communion Meeting 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

 Dianne Gooding 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

Wednesday 

22nd September 2021 

 

Weekday 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

 

6.00 pm 

Holy Communion Meeting 

Baptism Preparation  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

In Thanksgiving (S.H) 

 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday 

23rd September 2021 

 

St Pius of Pietrelcina 

12.05 pm Mass 

Private Intention (J.D) 

 

6.00 pm 

Holy Communion Meeting 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

 Private Intention 

  

Friday 

24th September 2021 

 

Our Lady of Walsingham 

12.05 pm Mass 

Sheila Dolan 

  

Saturday 

25th September 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

William and Elizabeth Carroll 

  

Sunday 

26th September 2021 

 

Day of Prayer in 

Thanksgiving for the Harvest 

10.00 am Mass 

Richard and Ann Roe 

*11.00 am Mass 

 Kathleen Laffin 

9.00 am Mass 

Deceased Members of the 

Carney and Horwood Families 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

