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MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 
Talking to a family in preparation for a funeral, having confirmed names and something of their history, I ask the question “How 

would you describe them to me?”. Often there is a pause and then out pours a moving description of the person, admitting their 

shortcomings but emphasising all they been and meant to them. What clearly shines through is how that person loved and was 

loved in return. Rarely do people struggle to answer.  We can all answer biographical questions about someone, but you have to 

be loved by them and love them in return to be able to truly describe them and what they mean to us. 

 

The disciples of Jesus are at a turning point they have been enjoying the reflected light of Jesus’s popularity, the miracles, the 

teaching, the amazement and wonder of the crowds. But even his closest disciples do not seem to have grasped what this 

implies and struggle when he asks “who do you 

say that I am?”. Yes they can repeat what is 

popular opinion and what others say but now 

they must make a personal response. Only Peter 

seems to be able to reply on a deeper personal 

level. He has come to a realisation that Jesus 

who loves him and he loves in return is the 

messiah, the Christ the anointed of God. But two 

minutes later Peter still does not fully 

understand what this means and that the Christ, 

Jesus, must suffer, be rejected, and put to death. 

Peters love for Jesus has still a long way to go so 

that he can embrace the whole Jesus, the 

glorious and anointed one and the suffering and 

dying saviour. For in this love is shown our own 

destiny “if anyone wants to be a follower of 

mine, let him renounce himself and take up his 

cross and follow me.” True love enables a person 

to lose themselves in the beloved, to let go of 

self and order to hold onto the beloved so that 

they can truly live. Like Peter we need to be making this journey. We can all trot out information about our faith in Jesus, but can 

we tell someone what Jesus truly means to us? That question can only be answered if we love Jesus no matter how limited, 

confused or fickle that love may be at times. This is the basis of our relationship with Jesus as opposed to a mere adherence or 

association with him and out of this we can begin to face the crosses we bare in life with despairing.  

 

Talking to a bereaved family about someone they loved and what they meant to them reveals a true relationship, a journey truly 

shared. Jesus, in todays the gospel, tells us is on the way. He calls us to share the journey to more forward with him not to be 

lifeless statues. Our faith and discipleship is more than a theory to be studied it is a life to be lived and love to be shared.     

 
-Father Michael    

=
QUESTION OF THE WEEK – What does Jesus mean to me? 

about:blank


 

KEEPING SAFE - As a Diocese, we are maintaining facemasks in Church and safe distancing, we are awaiting the results of the review of our 

safety measures. We thank our stewards and our cleaners for their continued support. 

 

MINISTRY MORNING SATURDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 10-12 NOON – Farther Mark Millward, our new episcopal vicar will lead us in a morning 

of prayer and reflection, leading to a recommitment of our welcomers/stewards, readers, Eucharistic ministers and all those involved in the 

various ministries in and around the parish. This will help us as we re-establish our parish life and ministry as we move forward. Many of you 

will remember Father mar from previous visits and that he is inspirational in what he shares for us. Please make sure that you have this date in 

your diary and that the venue will be St. Josephs Church (your welcome to bring a cushion). Next week will give you a timetable for the 

morning.   

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - We will be taking up once more our preparation for First Holy Communion, which will be celebrated in October. 

We will also be giving parents of Year 4 and above the opportunity to register for the next preparation for First Sacraments. Letters and 

application forms will be at the back of Church.  

 

HOME MISSION/EDUCATION SUNDAY - Next Sunday, 19th September, we celebrate our call to evangelisation and we also welcome 

representative from English martyrs School who will be taking part in our morning masses  

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - WALSINGHAM 2022 - We have provisionally booked next year’s Pilgrimage to Walsingham for the following dates 

28/29/30 July 2022-Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Deposits of £20 (non-refundable) will reserve places. If interested please contact Elaine on 

07723543940 or Veronica on 01429 291551. If paying by cheque please make payable to ‘HARTLEPOOL WALSINGHAM FUND’. Thank you. 

 

LOVE CHRISTMAS - Looking for a way to spread love, hope and kindness in your community this Christmas? Love Christmas is a national 

initiative to do just this. Together we are mobilising volunteers through local churches to sponsor and deliver a million Christmas Boxes to the 

most vulnerable and isolated. By partnering together, you will be joining thousands of churches from across the UK. It is easy for parishes to 

take part and it is an effective way to let your neighbourhood know that your parish cares! Join the Love Christmas webinar on Wednesday 6 

October, 11am - 12pm to hear more and to find out how to get involved. Sign up here: https://www.tfaforms.com/4917266 

CLIMATE CHANGE - Climate Change is very much in the news and Pope Francis is expected to visit Glasgow in November to encourage the 

global community to take urgent action. Meanwhile, our diocese is launching a new environment policy so it seems like a good time to look at 

what our parish can do. If you'd be interested in forming a group that meets occasionally to do this, please contact Jeremy Cain at 

jemandem1998@gmail.com or on 07881891142. You can also take part in the upcoming diocesan environmental conference taking place on 

Saturday 18th September. For more details see http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/caritas/caritaseventsandnews.php 

FAMILY RETREAT FUNDRAISER - We are raising funds to help families attend our annual parish family retreat with an evening of 

entertainments at The Stranton Club on Saturday 18th September from 7.00 p.m.  It is £1 entry and there will be a singer and a raffle. Drinks 

are really inexpensive and there is space to dance.   

 

ALPHA AND CONFIRMATION JOURNEY - Any young people in Year 9 or above who would like to take the next step in their journey of faith 

are invited to Alpha which will start soon. Alpha is a 10-week course which enables young people top explore the Christian faith together. It’s 

also the first step for those considering receiving the sacrament of confirmation. To express interest and for updates about dates, 

email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE - Our secretary, Laura Coxon, can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including Sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 

 

- For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer: 

   Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: …… 

Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45 

Thank you. 

 

 

TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL EACH WEEK - email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

PRE-RECORDED TELEPHONE LITURGIES - Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

https://www.tfaforms.com/4917266
mailto:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  FRANK BONE,  HILARY BRADBURY,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  TOM GILFOYLE,  

DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA 

HOEY,  ANN HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  MARGARET 

KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  

CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O'DELL,  WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  

MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RAYMENT,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA 

ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  

MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently 

Catherine Deighton, Pauline Patterson, Thomas Morton, Debra Hall  

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S ANNIVERSARIES 

Elizabeth Bradley, Ann Hall, Bob Banks, Matthew William Daly, Michael Joseph Gallone, Laura Jane Relton, Michael Collins,  

 Anne Marie Garthwaite, George Dixon, Ann Sheridan, Olive Carter, Peter Hughes  

ST MARY’S ANNIVERSARIES 

Jimmy Dobbing, James Glover, Vincent Price Ann Horsley, John Patrick Burns, Fr, Owen Murray 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S ANNIVERSARIES  

Evlyn Carter, Ted Leck, Tony Bentham, George Imray 

ST PATRICK’S ANNIVERSARIES 

Lisa Harland, Mary Hegarty, Veronica Thomas, Stanley Lythe, Michael Devine, John Garner 

ST THOMAS MORE’S ANNIVERSARIES 

William Egglestone, Joan Margaret Carberry, Norah Byrne Cave, Robert Pounder, Albert Ernest Lindsay, Joanne Gray, Stephen 

Poll and John Terrence Hogan 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Listen to the Word                    Twenty Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 50: 5-9    Psalm 114    James 2: 14-18    Mark 8: 27-35 

 

What kind of disciple are you? You may think that you are not a disciple, because you don’t go round pushing your beliefs on people or you 

may not live a particularly good Christian life, let’s face it we all struggle with life’s problems and at times we lose our tempers and walk away 

from situations that a “disciple” would stay and confront. We are all human, we are not perfect, faith teaches us that we are always growing in 

our life with God. As a gardener, and not a particularly successful one, I know that at times my garden does not bloom. Seeds fail to germinate, 

the birds pinch my fruit, tomatoes stay green, but that does not stop me from trying again. It’s the same with our faith, we are disciples 

because, no matter what setbacks we face we still persist in trying to do good things. 

 

In our first reading Isaiah speaks to us about the problems of discipleship; he endures because of the helping hand of God. No matter what he 

faces the Lord will be with him, giving him the strength and determination, he needs to confront the world. The psalmist echoes the words of 

Isaiah, his God “protects the simple hearts, I was helpless, so he saved me”. James as ever offers common sense advice. What is the use of faith 

without good works? Discipleship is a means of sharing the love of God with all who are in need, and to do it in practical ways. Whatever you 

do, wherever you go, take the love of God with you and your life will be a testimony to your faith.  

 

We must never be afraid of doubt. Our Gospel passage asks us that basic question of belief “Who do people say I am? Jesus asks this to test 

his apostles, those who are closest to Him. It is a question each of us must answer. To be a disciple we must believe that Jesus is the Son of 

God. Some days this belief can be tested by the challenges of life, sometimes we believe but we still ask “What is God doing?” especially in 

troubling situations. Perhaps He is waiting for a disciple to look at the situation and say “I will go there, and I will help” 

 

David Frank 

 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: (01429) 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection. 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

11th September 2021 

 

 Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Sylvia McCall 

 

  

Sunday 

12th September 2021 

 

Day of Special Prayer for 

those involved in Education 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Bob Banks 

Jimmy Dobing 

*11.00 am Mass 

Joan Florence Bennetts 

Raymond and Eileen Biddle 

9.00 am Mass 

Bill Rodriguez 

Monday 

13th September 2021 

 

St John Chrysostom 

 10.00 am Mass 

Pat Boagey (R.D) 

 

Tuesday 

14th September 2021 

 

The Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Frank Jackson 

 

6.00 pm  

Holy Communion Meeting 

6.30 pm Mass 

Holy Souls 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

Wednesday 

15th September 2021 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

 

6.00 pm  

Holy Communion Meeting 

Baptism Preperation 

6.30 pm Mass 

Kath McNeil 

 

 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday 

16th September 2021 

 

SS Cornelius and Cyprian 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Mark Twydale 

 

6.00 pm  

Holy Communion Meeting 

6.30pm Mass 

People of the Parish 

  

Friday 

17th September 2021 

 

St Robert Bellarmine 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

James and Agnes Glover 

  

Saturday 

18th September 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Joe and Phyliss Hunter 

 

  

Sunday 

19th September 2021 

 

Home Mission/Education 

Sunday 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Lannone and Bowren Families 

*11.00 am Mass 

 

9.00 am Mass 

In Thanksgiving 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

