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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

 

Gareth Southgate must have gone to bed on Tuesday feeling, for perhaps the first time, that he was no longer haunted 
by the past. I am sure that I was not the only person to have geared myself up for disappointment on Tuesday evening 
expecting a penalty shootout. Perhaps that is why the jubilation has been so great, we expected it to be a repeat of the 
past, but the cycle was broken after a long wait since my 13th birthday in 1966 when England beat Germany in the world 

cup.  
 

We all suffer at times from low expectations, after a history of disappointments its hard to remain optimistic, we all 
become jaundice even cynical as a way of coping and bracing ourselves against “the slings and arrows of outrageous 

fortune.” This is where we meet the town of Nazareth and its people in this weeks Gospel. This is a place never 
mentioned in the Old Testament, no sacred associations, a migrant workers town, dismissed by Nathanial when he is 

called to follow Jesus, “can anything good come from that place.” This is truly a surprising choice as the hometown of the 
Messiah a place of defiance and obstinacy meeting the description of Ezekiel in the first reading. He has the lord declare 
“whether they listen or not this set of rebels shall know there is a prophet among them.” The homecoming of Jesus was 
not a success. He is meet with skepticism at best if not disbelief and rejection. You can see what is running through their 
minds, we know him, he grew up here, he was an ordinary carpenter, we know his family. “A prophet is only despised in 

his own country”. Jesus could work no miracle there; he was amazed at their lack of faith.  
 

Over the last few weeks, we have seen Jesus revealing himself, calming the storm, curing the sick, and bringing the dead 
back to life. We have seen his power over the physical and spiritual world and yet here in his hometown he meets a brick 
wall of resistance. Here people cannot see, in the familiar and what seems the ordinary son of the town, the divine and 

transcendent grace of God. Jesus is victim to local begrudgery, he is too familiar and too ordinary. The people of 
Nazareth have steeled themselves up to disappointment and have lost an expectant faith and replaced it with cynicism. 

 
We are all called in the disappointments of life, its betrayals, injustices, and failures to hold onto an expectant faith. We 
are called when worn down by the ordinary, dull, even boring, and over 

familiar to celebrate the hope that comes with an expectant faith. We are 
called in the ordinary and everyday to see the thread of divine grace 

running through. In the extraordinary nature of these revelations and to 
stop us getting too proud or too hopeless we recognise God’s grace is 

enough for us. God’s power is at its best in my weakness and in the 
ordinary and familiar. For it is when I am weak I am strong. Today we 

challenge the begrudging part of our nature, the lack of an expectant faith 
even in the everyday. Ezekiel, Paul, and Jesus had to face this too, so if you 
feel you are not being appreciated, that you are undervalued, then you are 
in good company. Last Tuesday we were in the company Gareth Southgate 
who witnessed to us that we can rise above the past, and we need not be 

haunted by it. What we need is to replace the world weary with an 
expectant faith. We need to praise each other now and not wait for the 

eulogy. We need to send each other flowers when we can still smell them.     

– Canon Michael 

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK – Have I become world weary, do I need to recover an expectant faith?  

about:blank
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LOOKING AHEAD – As we look forward to the 19th July and the further relaxation of covid restrictions we need to prepare for this so please let 

us know by filling out the forms at the back of church if you are able to be part of the readers rota, would like to continue as an extraordinary 

minister of holy communion or would like to be considered for these two ministries. Equally we have asked those who take communion to the 

sick to let us if they are willing to continue to do so and who they previously to communion to. Again, if you would like to take up this ministry 

please fill out a form at the back of church. We still need help with stewarding particularly during the week and for baptisms and funerals. We 

are also grateful for any help in sanitising the church after any of the above.  

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - Memorial Remembrance - If you wish to have the passing of a loved one appear in the “Anniversaries about this 

time” list for Saint Patrick’s can you please see the form available in the church porch. You need to simply record the person’s name and date 

of death and we will collect the names and enter them in the relevant week. 

 

ST PATRICK’S PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM - July 22nd/23rd/24th, Thursday/Friday/Saturday. We are pleased to announce that we will be 

going to Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham this year. The total cost will be £185 en-suite and £155 for Standard Accommodation. All monies 

should be paid by 5th July if possible. Please deduct £20 if you have a deposit held over at Walsingham. If paying by cheque, please make 

payable to HARTLEPOOL WALSINGHAM FUND. We do have a couple of cancellations if anyone is interested in going. Please ring Elaine on 

07723543940 or Veronica on 01429 291551. 

 

200 CLUB - The 200 Club Draw for June was made and No 87 Vanessa Gooding won first prize (£150) No 166 Ann Feeney 2nd prize (£75) and 

No 188 Doug Buchanan 3rd Prize (£25).  Congratulations to our winners, especially Vanessa whose mum Dianne is still recovering in hospital 

and needs our prayers.  Please note quarterly subscriptions are now due.  Thank you to all who participated. 

Peters Pence – This second collection which supports the work of the Holy Sea across the world in education, health and welfare closes today. 

Thank you for all your contributions.  

Sea Sunday – Next week is Sea Sunday, when the Church prays for all those who live and work at sea. There will be a second collection for 

Stella Maris (the Apostleship of the Sea), the official maritime welfare agency of the Catholic Church. For an appeal talk from Bishop Paul 

Mason and a video showing some of what Stella Maris does, please visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday. To donate and for more 

information please visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or text SEA to 70460 to donate £5. Stella Maris is dependent on voluntary donations, so 

please give generously. Thank You.   

Vacancy – English Martyrs School and Sixth Form College are seeking 2 Catering Assistants. 10 hours. For more details please Leanne 

Armstrong on 01429 273790 or larmstrong@ems.bhcet.org.uk. Application forms available at https://bhcet.org.uk/vacancies/. Closing date 

Tuesday 6th July 2021 at 9.00am. 

 

Prayerful congratulations to Mr John Harvey for receiving an OBE in the Queen’s birthday honours. And to Julie and Aubrey Snowdon on their 

golden wedding anniversary. Ad Multos Annos. 

_________________________________________________ 
Listen to the Word          Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 2: 2-5  Psalm 122 2  Corinthians 12: 7-10  Mark 6:1-6 

It is very difficult to write about the human life of Jesus of Nazareth. We put Him, quite rightly, on a pedestal, high above the crowd of 

humanity, yet we must not forget he was human, as well as divine, he experienced all the human emotions as we do. Today Jesus goes to his 

own folk, the people who he grew up with, those who knew him as the Carpenter’s son, the one who took on his father’s role in the workshop. 

They must have heard the gossip and the stories about him, of what Jesus was getting up to, so, when Jesus appeared in their midst he would 

have been greeted with both joy and scepticism. How could one of their village boys have grown up into this man, this healer, this miracle 

worker? Today we hear of two other men, common everyday men, of no great rank or celebrity. Both called to do extraordinary things for God. 

Ezekiel is a prophet, a man chosen to speak to the exiled children of Israel, to bring them back from slavery to pagan kings, to call them to 

repentance and to return to the God of Israel. His message will not be received with widespread rejoicing. it is a difficult thing to admit one’s 

faults and beg forgiveness. Many prophets were rejected by the people to whom they were sent. Paul was called to carry the word of God to 

the pagan peoples. He found resistance on all sides. There were a great number of pagan gods, symbols of power and superstition: to the 

rulers of these people any form of compassion was seen as weakness and rewarded by slavery: the very idea of a “Crucified Christ” was 

anathema. Yet Paul endures, his power is at its best in weakness, “For it is when I am weak that I am strong”. We cannot imagine how Jesus felt, 

standing in his village synagogue, looking at a sea of familiar faces and seeing, not welcome smiles but doubting looks, not acceptance but 

rejection, not love but hatred and indifference. He will have looked for faith but found a complete lack of belief. In our lives, as we try to live in 

Christ’s light, we too face a spirit of hostility and ignorance. We too are called to go into this world and, no matter how great our 

achievements, we are judged by what we believe in. We stand with Christ. He is our hope and our strength, His love will carry us through the 

storms that surround us, all we need is a little faith. David Frank 
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Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER 

JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL 

BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, 

CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE 

HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS 

O'DELL, MARY COOPER, NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY 

MASON, NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, 

VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW 

HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, DIANNE GOODING, EDDIE PEARSON, KEN KNIGHT.  

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently 

Patricia Stebbings, Susan Cogan , Katherine Neduvelil, Patricia Boagey and Lesley Hart 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

Mary Boyd, Annelie Wilcox, Ronald Dring, Monica Taylorson 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

Freda James, Rex Simmons, Joseph Healey, Miriam Fraser, Elizabeth Lydia Timlin, Mary Ann Healey 

St John Vianney’s Anniversaries  

Bob Garraghan, Mr L Willis. 

St Patrick’s Anniversaries 

Gail Laffey, John Ritchie (Snr), Edith McGarry, Norah Richards, Mary Gooding, Catherine Powell, Terry Laffin, Peter Day, Ursula 

Rowntree, Thomas Bamford, Catherine Jennings, William Bowes, Amy Michael. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

PARISH OFFICE - Secretary: Laura Coxon  

Can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -14.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer.  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch.  

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next meeting to prepare for baptisms will be July 13th at 6pm at St. Joseph’s Church. At least 

one parent must be a baptised Catholic. We recommend that only one parent and no children attend this meeting. 

FIRST SACRAMENTS - Our children and parents will celebrate First Reconciliation on July 6th, 7th, and 8th. Please note that 

on these dates, there is no evening mass, and there will be an additional 12.05pm on Wednesday instead.  

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word homily and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards 

(calls charged at local rate) 
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During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday  

3rd July 2021 

 

St Thomas 

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Golden Wedding Anniversary of 

Julie and Aubrey Snowdon 

People of the Parish 

 

  

Sunday  

4th July 2021  

 

 14th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am 

Wedding Anniversary of John and 

Irene Trundley  

Private Intention (LIB) 

 

*11.00 am 

Ian Liddle 

Megraw Mass Fund 

9.00 am 

Gareth Bryant  

Luis Ghaut 

Monday  

 5th July 2021 

 

St Anthony Zaccaria 

 

 10.00 am 

Special Intention 

 

 

Tuesday  

6th July 2021 

 

St Maria Goretti 

12.05 pm Mass 

Josephine Rebello 

First celebration of first 

reconciliation children and families 

only 

  

Wednesday  

7th July 2021 

 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Janice Graham 

And in Thanksgiving  

First celebration of first 

reconciliation children and families 

only 

 10.30 am – 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday  

8th July 2021 

 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Special Intention (My Family) 

Private Intention 

First celebration of first 

reconciliation children and families 

only 

 

  

Friday  

9th July 2021 

 

St Augustine Zhao Rong 

and Companions 

12.05 pm Mass 

Eileen Czeba 

  

Saturday  

10th July 2021  

 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Deceased Members of the Boyd 

and Turnbull Family 

 

  

Sunday  

11th July 2021  

 

15th Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am 

Theresa Storey 

 

*11.00 am 

Couglan Mass Fund 

9.00 am 

People of the Parish 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

