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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

 
David Smith holds the record for the longest infection of Covid. Ten months of struggling with the virus resulted in him losing 

four stone, coughing for 5 hours non-stop, and making arrangements for his own funeral having said goodbye to his family.  

At last, after breaking the record for the longest time testing positive, he is negative; thinner, and perhaps with a very different 

perspective on life. 

 

Today in the middle of a story of Jesus who restores life to a little girl, is the encounter of a woman who has suffered a 

haemorrhage for twelve years. The phrase ‘various doctors’ might better be translated to ‘Quacks’, which compounds her long 

suffering and willingness to try anything to get better. Her haemorrhage is not simply of blood, but of energy, joy, normal 

relationships with others, and hope. ‘Reach out and touch the Lord as he goes by’, she says to herself, for she still has faith that 

despite the disappointment of those who claim they can cure her, he is the only one to change her life and heal her, Jesus. 

  

Equally Jairus who as a father suffered the worst nightmare of any parent, the life 

threatening illness of a child does not, amid all the noise of those around  

him, lose faith in Jesus. Despite the commotion, he focusses on Jesus and  

Jesus takes him and the child’s mother apart and wakes the child from the 

sleep of death. Jesus has the ultimate power to heal a long-term draining 

illness and to bring a child back to life. He is the one who can save the life 

that is wasting away and can even give new life to the dead. Jesus does this 

simply by touch and in these stories of healing there are eight references 

to hands or touching and pressing.  

 

Radio 4 this week had a programme all about hands, with Father 

Christopher of Sunderland talking about all that a priest is called to do 

with his hands and channel of Gods love! ‘Reach out and touch the Lord 

as he passes by’.  

 

St John Paul II wrote in a poem “Hands are the hearts landscape”. Can I 

reflect on my hands, what past behaviour is written on them? Are they 

like fists, hard, hurtful, violent? Hands tightly knotted in tension and self-

protection? Grasping, greedy, pampered? Or do I rejoice to see hands that 

are open, welcoming, soothing, caring? Artistic, playful, relaxing? Hard 

working, helping, and creative? For Christ today has no hands but mine to do 

his work. What has bled away from my life over the years to be replaced by 

guilt that drags us down, fear that inhibits us. Negative thinking that darkens  

the mind, a history of weakness and failure that drains away all hope.   

Reach out and touch the Lord as he goes by. Make a personal prayer to hand over  

your life and its problems to Jesus. Let him be what his name means – Saviour. 

 

 

– Canon Michael  

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How does my faith in the Lord give me hope when I might otherwise feel 

                                              hopeless? 

about:blank
about:blank


LOOKING AHEAD – The government’s next relaxation of covid restrictions will be 19th July. We therefore have to persevere in 

keeping the same restrictions as we have been currently doing regarding track and trace, distancing, and sanitising. Once again, 

I must thank our stewards and cleaners for their continued help and encourage anyone who has returned to us that we are 

always looking for any further help, especially if you can spare a few minutes at the end of mass for the simple task of cleaning 

the benches. If you can do this, please speak to one of the stewards as you come in. Thank you to all of those readers and 

extraordinary Eucharistic ministers who have made themselves known and ready for our new rotas. Anyone who has been taking 

communion to the sick or would like to start to do so, please fill in the form at the back of church and remember to indicate who 

you have been taking communion to previously. We are waiting for any further clarifications from the bishops conference as 

how to continue celebrating the sacraments at church. We continue to accommodate 30 people at baptisms, 30 at weddings 

and 120 at funerals. 

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - Memorial Remembrance - If you wish to have the passing of a loved one appear in the “Anniversaries 

about this time” list for Saint Patrick’s can you please see the form available in the church porch. You need to simply record the 

person’s name and date of death and we will collect the names and enter them in the relevant week. 

 

ST PATRICK’S PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM - July 22nd/23rd/24th, Thursday/Friday/Saturday. We are pleased to announce 

that we will be going to Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham this year. The total cost will be £185 en-suite and £155 for Standard 

Accommodation. All monies should be paid by 5th July if possible. Please deduct £20 if you have a deposit held over at 

Walsingham. If paying by cheque, please make payable to HARTLEPOOL WALSINGHAM FUND. We do have a couple of 

cancellations if anyone is interested in going. Please ring Elaine on 07723543940 or Veronica on 01429 291551. 

COLLECTION FOR LIFE – This collection closes today. 

 

FINANCE MEETING – A meeting to present the annual return and to examine our present situation will take place on Thursday 

1st July at 7.15pm, after mass in the weekday chapel.  Community Finance Reps please make note to attend.  

 

GIFT AID - We are currently completing our claim on behalf of the Parish for tax paid on Gift Aid. If you are part of the scheme 

and have not paid tax in 2020-2021 please inform the organisers, David Frank, Chris Collins or Susan Atkinson, through the 

Parish office by telephone or email, or drop a note in the collection box, so that your claim does not go forward.  If you would 

like to join the scheme, which is open for all taxpayers who make offertory donations, please contact the organiser. 

 

200 CLUB - Please note the second quarter subs of £6.25 are now due.  June’s Draw will take place next Sunday June 27th. 

 

Prayerful congratulations on the silver jubilee of Father Barrie McKenzie, Canon Christopher Jackson, Father Shaun O’Neill, and 

Father Ian Hoskins. And to Julie and Aubrey Snowdon on their golden wedding anniversary. Ad Multos Annos. 

_________________________________________________ 
Listen to the Word          Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 1:13-15; 2: 23-24    Psalm 29    2 Corinthians 8: 7. 9. 13-15   Mark 5:21-43 

One of the features of Ordinary Time is the extra-ordinary people we meet in the Gospels and how their stories touch us in a way that seems 

almost unbelievable. Over the coming week’s we will find ourselves listening to stories about our very basic fears and how our life journey 

seems to resonate in the stories of the people who were present when Jesus walked in our world. They are a reminder to us that there really is 

nothing new, situations which we find ourselves in, of illness, of doubt, of lack of confidence, these are all places where Jesus waits for us to say 

“Lord, I need your help, today”. The Gospel begins with a synagogue official called Jairus. His daughter is desperately ill, and he falls at the feet 

of Jesus and begs for help. Being an official, he would have been well known in his community. He would have heard of Jesus and of His 

healing power, but he would also have been aware that this man, this healer, was held in some suspicion by the leaders of the community. A 

man, of whom, it was unwise to be close to. We have all been in desperate situations and we all know that sometimes the only help is prayer, 

and I am sure Jairus must have prayed long and hard before approaching Jesus. When they arrived at the home of Jairus they were greeted 

with the news that the girl had died. All around was commotion and grief. Jesus dismissed the crowd and, taking the girl’s parents and his 

disciples, he went to the girl and raised her from her deathbed. Giving her the gift of life. There are many things in this life beyond our 

understanding. Jesus has taught us that, if we have faith, then nothing is beyond us. His miracles of healing remind us that we only need to 

turn to Him, with faith, and He will help. Sometimes our prayer ends in failure, we cannot always save the ones we love, but we take heart in 

the belief that Jesus will give us the power to find peace in our suffering and that our loved ones will be held by Him, close to His Sacred Heart. 

David Frank 



Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER 

JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL 

BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, 

CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE 

HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS 

O'DELL, MARY COOPER, NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY 

MASON, NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, 

VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW 

HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, DIANNE GOODING, EDDIE PEARSON, KEN KNIGHT.  

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently 

Patricia Stebings, Sheila Spurs, Katherine Neduvelil 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

Mary King, Isobel Gray, Jack Hansell, Ann Burn, Margaret Hanson, John Devine, Stephen Boyd, Bob Gillen, Andrea Kyriakou, 

Patrick Hanson. 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

Marjorie Duffy, George Weatherill, Peter Higgins, Alan Cowley, Margaret Gaiety, Clarence Tubb, Jenny Wilkinson. 

St John Vianney’s Anniversaries  

Annie O'Neil, Nora Pounder, Lena Hay, Tracey Maggee. 

St Patrick’s Anniversaries 

Dorothy Holton, Grace Moore, Kevin Dixon, Maureen Cormack. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

PARISH OFFICE - Secretary: Laura Coxon  

Can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -14.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer.  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch.  

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next meeting to prepare for baptisms will be July 13th at 6pm at St. Joseph’s Church. At least 

one parent must be a baptised Catholic. We recommend that only one parent and no children attend this meeting. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - Our children and parents continue to attend our masses this coming week, and will celebrate 

First Reconciliation on July 6th, 7th, and 8th. Please note that on these dates, there is no evening mass, and there will be an 

additional 12.05pm on Wednesday instead.  

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word homily and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards 

(calls charged at local rate) 
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During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday  

26th June 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

 

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm  

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass  

Hyunsuk Yun 

Rachel Judge 

   

Sunday  

27th June 2021  

 

 13th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am 

Jola Laszczkowska 

People of the Parish 

*11.00 am  

Thanksgiving 

Guild Mass Fund 

9.00 am  

  Atherton Family 

Jeffries Family 

Josie Cann 

Monday  

 28th June 2021 

 

St Irenaeus 

 

 10.00 am 

Special Intention 

 

 

Tuesday  

29th June 2021 

 

SS Peter and Paul  

12.05 pm Mass 

George Hoey 

 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

6.30 pm Mass 

Father Stephen Johnson 

 

Wednesday  

30th June 2021 

 

First Martyrs of the 

Church of Rome 

 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

 

 10.30 am – 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday  

1st July 2021 

 

St Oliver Plunkett 

12.05 pm Mass 

Theresa Storey 

 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Coghlan Mass Fund 

 

Friday  

2nd July 2021 

12.05 pm Mass 

Mary and Tommy King 

  

Saturday  

3rd July 2021  

 

St Thomas 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Golden Wedding Anniversary of 

Julie and Aubrey Snowdon 

People of the Parish 

 

  

Sunday  

4th July 2021  

 

14th Sunday of the year  

10.00 am 

Wedding Anniversary of John and 

Irene Trundley  

Private Intention (LIB) 

 

*11.00 am 

Ian Liddle 

Megraw Mass Fund 

9.00 am 

Gareth Bryant  

Luis Ghaut 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

