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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

 
On the 31st of January 1953, storms began in the North Sea causing something like a tsunami which devastated the east coast of 

Britain. Sea walls were breached, houses flooded, and 2,555 people lost their lives. It was the largest and worst flood of the 20th 

century and brought home to the nation the frightening force of the sea. I know all of this because it is also the year of my birth 

and I, in a strange way, remind family and relatives of this event! 

Job, in our first reading, is reminded of God’s power over tempest and storm. Job has been through hell. He has lost his children, 

has been stricken with a horrible disease, lost all he owned, and his friends have turned on him. His life’s reversal is 

incomprehensible and his suffering inconsolable and so he lashes out at God. God does not explain or defend what has 

happened to Job but offers him a new perspective. The world was utter chaos and still would be but for God who brought order 

from chaos, light from dark. 

In our gospel, the disciples in the face of a violent squall fear for their lives. Their boat is almost swamped, and they panic, 

lashing out at Jesus, “Master, do you not care? We are going down!” Jesus restores calm with the simple but powerful rebuke of 

the wind and sea, “Quiet now! Be calm.” The disciples who doubted Jesus and thought him indifferent to their plight are now 

filled with wonder and awe at his power over the elements. Jesus is revealing himself to his disciples with the command “be 

silent”. Jesus first does this at the beginning of his ministry when he confronted an unclean spirit, and now as he rebukes the 

storm. Jesus commands the forces of chaos, spiritual 

and physical, to obey him and teaches his disciples to 

have faith in his power to overcome the world. 

Like Job and the disciples, life is tough and at times we 

can feel overwhelmed. The boat of our life that seemed 

orderly and safe is beset by difficulties even disaster 

and we feel caught in the midst of chaos. Our faith is 

tested perhaps hanging by a thread, we despair of Jesus 

as he seems to be asleep, removed, and indifferent to 

our need. We lash out, “Do you not care?”, but this is an 

honest cry from the heart of an acknowledgement of 

our frailty and weakness, and our utter need of divine 

intervention. To such heartfelt prayer, Jesus responds to 

calm the chaos, to give us a new perspective, renewing 

our battered faith with hope of a better day. 

When the history of our present times comes to be 

written, will they mention that Pope Francis spoke in the 

early days of 2020 to an empty St Peter’s Square of this 

same gospel expressing the fear of the world? “Master, 

do you not care? We are going down!” He reminded us 

that even in the face of the pandemic chaos, Jesus can 

bring calm if we have but faith in him. Our faith can be in all the wrong things, our values and priorities set in the wrong place. 

Sometimes it takes the chaos of a storm to bring us back to our senses and for us to put our faith in what really matters, Jesus. 

For it is us who put Jesus to sleep in our lives and we need faith to awaken him again. 

– Canon Michael  
 

The above poem ‘Lead, kindly Light’ was written by St John Henry Newman on a voyage in the Mediterranean. 

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Would Jesus ask me, “Do you not yet have faith?’ Does my faith strengthen 

and console me during times of trial? 

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 

Lead thou me on; 

The night is dark, and I am far from home, 

Lead thou me on. 

Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see. 

The distant scene; one step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou 

Shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 

Lead thou me on. 

I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 

Pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 

So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still 

Will lead me on 

O’er moon and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 

The night is gone, 

And with the morn those Angel faces smile, 

Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 
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LOOKING AHEAD – This week the government delayed the next relaxation of covid restrictions until 19th July. We therefore 

have to persevere in keeping the same restrictions as we have been currently doing regarding trace and trace, distancing, and 

sanitising. Once again, I must thank our stewards and cleaners for their continued help and encourage anyone who has returned 

to us that we are always looking for any further help, especially if you can spare a few minutes at the end of mass for the simple 

task of cleaning the benches. If you can do this, please speak to one of the stewards as you come in. Thank you to all of those 

readers and extraordinary Eucharistic ministers who have made themselves known and ready for our new rotas. Anyone who has 

been taking communion to the sick or would like to start to do so, please fill in the form at the back of church and remember to 

indicate who you have been taking communion to previously. We are waiting for any further clarifications from the bishops 

conference as how to continue celebrating the sacraments at church. We continue to accommodate 30 people at baptisms, 30 at 

weddings and 120 at funerals. 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next meeting to prepare for baptisms will be July 13th at 6pm at St. Joseph’s Church. At least one 

parent must be a baptised Catholic. We recommend that only one parent and no children attend this meeting. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – This week our children and parents preparing for First Sacraments have their meeting at 6pm 

which continues with our 6.30pm mass, at which parishioners are welcome. All of this takes place in St Joseph’s Church. 

 

ST MARY’S NOTICES - Thank you to those we have given in their red Mission boxes. The total raised was £404.96. You are 

welcome at any time to empty your Mission box yourself and bring/send the money along to church, and it will be counted and 

sent off. See the leaflet at the back of church for more details. 

 

ST PATRICK’S NOTICES - Memorial Remembrance - If you wish to have the passing of a loved one appear in the “Anniversaries 

about this time” list for Saint Patrick’s can you please see the form available in the church porch. You need to simply record the 

person’s name and date of death and we will collect the names and enter them in the relevant week.  

 

ST PATRICK’S PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM - July 22nd/23rd/24th, Thursday/Friday/Saturday. We are pleased to announce 

that we will be going to Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham this year. The total cost will be £185 en-suite and £155 for Standard 

Accommodation. All monies should be paid by 5th July if possible. Please deduct £20 if you have a deposit held over at 

Walsingham. If paying by cheque, please make payable to HARTLEPOOL WALSINGHAM FUND. We do have a couple of 

cancellations if anyone is interested in going. Please ring Elaine on 07723543940 or Veronica on 01429 291551. 

 

GIFT AID - We are currently completing our claim on behalf of the Parish for tax paid on Gift Aid. If you are part of the scheme 

and have not paid tax in 2020-2021 please inform the organisers, David Frank, Chris Collins or Susan Atkinson, through the 

Parish office by telephone or email, or drop a note in the collection box, so that your claim does not go forward.  If you would 

like to join the scheme, which is open for all taxpayers who make offertory donations, please contact the organiser. 

__________________________________________________ 
Listen to the Word           Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Job 3:1. 8-11    Psalm 106    2 Corinthians 5: 14-17     Mark 4: 35-41 

Often, when reading scripture, a word or a phrase stands out from the text and demands further examination. This is the way scripture speaks 

to us, sometimes the word touches on our thoughts or strikes us as been relevant to something happening in our lives. A phrase from Saint 

Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians had that effect when I read it and so I share it with you. “The love of God overwhelms us”. We do not 

usually speak of being “overwhelmed”, it is one of those words which describes a powerful action, sometimes “overwhelming” has a destructive 

connotation as though we are swept away by a powerful force. In Paul’s letter however, it simply reminds us that the love of God is so 

powerful, so strong, that nothing can stand against it. 

How can we understand how one man’s sacrifice two thousand years ago has this effect on our lives today? Is it because we judge with today’s 

standards using our own human experience? There are many aspects of faith that we struggle with, many passages of scripture that do not 

make sense to our human minds but then make perfect sense when seen through the eyes of faith. The miracles that are recorded in the 

Gospels, for example, seem beyond belief. That a man’s eyes and ears can be opened with a touch, that someone could be cured of leprosy or 

that a man can be raised from the dead! It all seems impossible to the imperfect human mind, but we are dealing here with something perfect, 

the love of God, and with God everything is possible. 

Our First reading and the Gospel speak of the power of the sea. If you live in a coastal community, you appreciate more fully the dangers of 

the storm, its brutal power that takes away your strength and fills you with fear. When a sleeping Jesus is awakened, he not only stills the 

raging waters he also stills the fear in the hearts of His companions. That stillness is also His gift to us, when the storms of life threaten to 

drown us, we need only to call to Him and the overwhelming love of God will be there to calm the waters and free us, too, from the fear that 

surrounds us. We only need to believe, truly, in that love, freely given. 

               David Frank 



 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER 

JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL 

BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, 

CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE 

HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS 

O'DELL, MARY COOPER, NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY 

MASON, NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, 

VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW 

HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, DIANNE GOODING, EDDIE PEARSON, KEN KNIGHT.  

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently 

Jean Humpleby, Pauline Rooney 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

Rose Hansell, Alfred Wood, Martin and Maria Mullins, Philip Eckerman, Susannah Dawson, Jean Kennedy, Ernest Bailey, Sheena 

McGibbon, Harry Wilkinson, Grace Mary Windsor, Jolantra Laszczkowska, Winifred Schmidt. 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

Selina Deathers, Gladys Harrion, James William Watling, Lillian Mary Netherwood, Wilf Allenby, Margaret Rose Field, Kathleen 

Curren, Margaret Parkes, Dorothy Sheader. 

St John Vianney’s Anniversaries  

Lily Ingledew, Margaret McMemeny. Tommy McMemeny. Madge Facchin, Rev. Fr. Eamonn Croghan. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

Secretary: Laura Coxon  

Can be contacted for general Parish enquiries, including sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -14.00 pm 

She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the answering machine. 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH - For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch.  

 

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388  

Recorded Liturgy of the Word homily and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards 

(calls charged at local rate) 
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During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday  

19th June 2021 

 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

 

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm  

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass  

Barbara Gray 

People of the Parish 

   

Sunday  

20th June 2021  

 12th Sunday of the Year 

 

Father’s Day 

 

Day of Prayer for Human 

Life 

10.00 am 

Jimmy and Sheila Dobing 

George Hoey 

*11.00 am  

Kilvington Mass Fund 

9.00 am  

  John Howe 

Special Intention 

Monday  

 21st June 2021 

 

St Aloysius Gonzaga 

 

   

 

Tuesday  

22nd June 2021 

 

SS John Fisher and 

Thomas More  

 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Roseann and Thomas Nealon 

 

2.00 pm Funeral Service 

Jean Humpleby 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Martin and Maria Mullins 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

Wednesday  

23rd June 2021 

 

St Etheldreda 

 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Fred Parker 

Pat Watson 

 

 10.30 am – 11.30 am 

Rosary and Private Prayer 

Thursday  

24th June 2021 

 

The Nativity of St John 

the Baptist 

12.05 pm Mass 

Sheila Moran 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Tommy and Mary King 

  

Friday  

25th June 2021 

12.05 pm Mass 

Thanksgiving (Prayers answered) 

  

Saturday  

26th June 2021  

 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Hyunsuk Yun 

Rachel Judge 

 

  

Sunday  

27th June 2021  

 

13th Sunday of the year  

10.00 am 

Jola Laszczkowska 

People of the Parish 

*11.00 am 

Thanksgiving 

Guild Mass Fund 

9.00 am 

Atherton and Jeffries Families 

Josie Cann 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

