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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

 
 

On Monday, my day off, I took a walk through the fields by the river in Teesdale. The transformation from just a few weeks ago 

was amazing. Fields of grasses, buttercups, clover, campion and the last of the bluebells. I tried to take a photograph, but it 

never captures what the eye beholds fully. We 

forget that Jesus was a countryman growing up 

in the fertile agricultural plains of Galilee. I have 

never forgotten walking through fields by the 

banks of the upper Jordon, it was like any rich 

pasture here in England. It was natural then for 

Jesus to use his home-grown experience to teach 

about the kingdom of God. In this way, Jesus 

teaches us about the Kingdom of God not in dry 

technical language, or neat and tidy definition, 

but in stories that make us think, ask questions, 

and puzzle to find an answer. 

Today in the seed growing secretly and the 

mustard seed growing large from insignificant 

beginnings, we are called to reflect on what this 

means for us called to live in the kingdom of God 

today. Perhaps Jesus means in the ‘in the seed 

growing secretly’ that God’s purposes are 

accomplished in spite of our feeble and fumbling 

efforts. Perhaps it is a warning against indecision 

and complacency and a reminder that we must 

face the time for decision and the time for 

harvest without delay. 

Then ‘in the mustard seed’ is a reply to 

discouraged disciples or even to critical 

opponents that this little group of 

undistinguished peasants, fishermen and tax 

collectors would grow into God’s own mighty tree and that this is also true of us today. Perhaps this is a hint that Jesus’ mission 

is for all nations and the kingdom of God is not exclusive but inclusive. Could this be a reminder then that the kingdom is for all 

to come and find a home in its branches as prophesied by Ezekiel in the mighty cedar tree of the first reading. At any rate both 

of these parables show that God is in charge and has great plans which will be fulfilled despite our own inadequacies. 

Faith is not to find easy answers to complicated questions. It is not to learn some neat formula but to ask questions to peel back 

the layers and to find the treasure of great prize to discover who we truly are in the kingdom of God. This is to live the faith 

rather simply function in the faith. 

 

– Canon Michael  

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What resources and talents do I have that I can use to build the kingdom 

of God like a seed that grows to a fruitful plant? 

about:blank
about:blank


LOOKING AHEAD – With the latest round of relaxations of covid restrictions we are now able to accommodate 30 people at 

baptisms 30 at weddings and 120 at funerals as this ties in with our capacity number for mass. We will be gradually 

reintroducing other elements into the mass with communion distributed at the usual time within mass, we continue to come for 

communion in a single line down the centre isle and return to our place by the side isles the mass will then conclude in the usual 

way. We can now have altar servers, but they need to continue wear masks as we all continue to do. This will be an opportunity 

to reintroduce a rota for readers and extraordinary Eucharistic ministers to help, when necessary, in the distribution of holy 

communion.  We need to plan to begin again communion to the housebound. Please sign the forms at the back of church if you 

have already been taking communion to the sick or would like to start. Because we still need to keep 1m+ distancing St. Josephs 

which provides the greatest capacity remains the best place for much of our celebrations. We are very grateful to our stewards 

and those who help sanitise the church for the sterling work and are grateful for any further volunteers who can help with this. 

BAPTISM MEETING –. The next meeting to prepare for baptisms will be July 13th at 6pm at St. Joseph’s Church. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – Our children and parents are invited this week to attend the 6.30pm masses on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday to avoid disappointment at the weekend masses. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY – Day of Prayer for Human Life, special collection to be taken.  

 

GIFT AID – We are currently completing our claim on behalf of the Parish for tax paid on Gift Aid.  If you are part of the scheme 

and have not paid tax in 2020-2021 please inform the organisers, David Frank, Chris Collins or Susan Atkinson, or drop a note 

in the collection box, so that your claim does not go forward.  If you would like to join the scheme, which is open for all 

taxpayers who make offertory donations, please contact the organiser. 

SAINT MARY’S NOTICES – If you are interested in helping with the flowers in St Mary’s, please put your name on the list in the 

porch. 

EMS – A year 11 taster day is being held on Monday 28th June. See website http://ems6.bhcet.org.uk/TasterDay for more 

information. 

USHAW - Ushaw is reopening to the public and will be showing an exhibition of Icons of the Northern Saints, including our own 

Hilda. The gardens and tearoom will be open. There is an admission charge. The exhibition runs for three weekends from 17th 

June. Ushaw is open on Thursday - Monday 1 - 4.00 pm. See the website for full details. https://www.ushaw.org  

 

________________________________________________ 

Listen to the Word          Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 17: 22-24    Psalm 91    2 Corinthians 5: 6-10   Mark 4: 26-34 

In this, perhaps the most extraordinary of years, we now move into the period of Ordinary Time. I always find this period provides the cement 

that the named periods, the bricks of our lives, Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter, rely upon for a strong wall to our spiritual home, the 

church. This time, however, is far from ordinary; if we listen carefully, the stories of the people and the ideas expressed over this period have 

the power to reshape our lives, to transform us into God’s chosen people.  

Our homes are our shelters, the places in which the domestic church can flourish. We sometimes look upon our homes as “ordinary places”, 

they contain familiar rooms, filled with family life and all the memories we have built during the years. They are also the places we return to 

each day, places where we can be ourselves, always filled with our hopes and dreams, even if we leave for a long time, home is always there, 

waiting for our return. Like ordinary time, our homes are full of the people we want to be and the people that we have encountered on the 

road of life. Our true home is described in the passage from Paul, He urges us to “make our home with the Lord” he reminds us that our faith 

should give us confidence that we are following Christ, for we are “going, as we do, by faith and not by sight”; we believe in something we 

cannot see, and we trust in a love that we know is there but we cannot touch. 

Our readings remind us that the natural cycle of birth, growth and harvest is all around us. We see it in the countryside, in the wild places, the 

valleys and hills, but we also see this movement in the field of our life. We too, are born, grow and come to the harvest; the image of the Cedar 

is one that truly represents our achievements, whether they be great or small. We must always remember that even the mighty cedar was once 

a small seed scattered into whatever soil was there and, with God’s help, it, like our faith, can grow into a mighty tree. 

 

David Frank

http://ems6.bhcet.org.uk/TasterDay
https://www.ushaw.org/


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER 

JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL 

BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, 

CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE 

HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS 

O'DELL, MARY COOPER, NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY 

MASON, NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, 

VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW 

HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, DIANNE GOODING, EDDIE PEARSON, KEN KNIGHT.  

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

Aurelia Coniconde, Thomas King, Grace Windsor, Edie Wigham, David Thompson, 

Terence Ness, Nellie Forest, Janice Graham, Judy Harrison 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

Ronald Leo Flounders, Robert Riches, John Cambridge, Brian Graves, Carol Hayes, Jimmy McGoogan, Veronica Nicholson, 

Margaret Cowley, Janice Graham, Edna Burgon, Jane Elizabeth Graham, George Boagey, Mary Jane Robson, Mary Tyreman 

St John Vianney’s Anniversaries  

Susan Innes, Jimmy McGoogan, Michael Bede Talbot, Gwen Travis, Patrick Cronin 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

This week we welcome Laura Coxon as our Parish Secretary. Laura is travelling into Hartlepool each Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday 10am till 2pm. She is happy to deal with any enquiries during these hours or you can leave her a message on the 

answering machine. 

 

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday (calls 

charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries, including sacraments:  

Call: 01429 866288 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -14.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday  

12th June 2021 

 

The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary  

 

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm  

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass  

Living and deceased members of 

the Mason family  

Special Intention (Reconciliation) 

   

Sunday  

13th June 2021  

 

 11th Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am 

Peter and Annie Allen  

Theresa Storey 

*11.00 am  

George and Peggy Heal 

Coghlan Mass Fund 

9.00 am  

  Mary and Michael Regan 

People of the Parish 

Monday  

 14th June 2021 

 10.00 am Mass 

Private Intention 

 

 

Tuesday  

15th June 2021  

 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Edith and Tommy Wigham 

 

 

 6.30 pm Mass 

Father Stephen Johnson 

Wednesday  

16th June 2021 

 

 

St Richard of Chichester 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Pat Watson 

Raymond and Eileen Biddle  

  

Thursday  

17th June 2021 

 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Jean Jacques 

6.30 pm Mass 

Guild Mass Fund 

 

Friday  

18th June 2021 

 

  

12.05 pm Mass 

Janice Graham 

Special Intention 

  

Saturday  

19th June 2021  

 

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions 

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Barbara Gray 

People of the Parish 

  

Sunday  

20th June 2021  

 

12th Sunday of the year  

10.00 am 

Jimmy and Sheila Dobing 

*11.00 am 

Kilvington Mass Fund 

9.00 am 

John Howe 

Special Intention 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

