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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL 

I was quite good at metal work at school and passed my CSE in it only to find that my maternal grandfather was a 

blacksmith in the shipyards. One of my treasured possessions is the figure of Christ in wrought iron that I made using 

the anvil and forge. One of the skills you needed to learn in metalwork was soldering, joining two pieces of metal 

together with solder to make them one. Before you applied the solder, under heat you had to brush the joint with flux 

and agent that is essential to enable a bond to be made that is strong and lasting. 

 

Today we celebrate Pentecost or as we often call it the birthday of the church. We celebrate Christ who with the 

Father sent the Holy Spirit as we read in the acts of the apostles, to empower them and enable them to preach the 

gospel to all peoples. The Holy Spirit is like a flux that makes the bond and relationship between God and humanity 

possible. Jesus in our gospel calls the Holy Spirit the advocate. A legal term, then and now, meaning a person who 

stands by another and pleads their case so that they are not alone. The Holy Spirit is our helper, our enabler, the flux 

that binds us to Christ. The Holy Spirit transforms us from self-indulgence that leads us to sin to something 

completely different, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The 

holy spirit is a flux joining us in an unbreakable bond to the Father in a relationship based on Christ who has taught 

us to call God our Father. 

 

The disciples in their following of Christ and still in the room 

awaiting the Holy Spirit had mixed motives, dreams of being the 

greatest, rivalries and jealousy, fears and anxieties but, like a 

cleansing fire, the Holy Spirit transforms their self-indulgence 

into a powerful relationship with God as the source and 

realisation of who they truly are.   

 

 

 

As we emerge from this pandemic, we find a church emerging in two halves. A committed faithful, who desires the 

sacraments, particularly the Eucharist to sustain their faith. This is a real community of faith with a lasting bond to 

the father through Christ and a bond to each other as a community. All this is the work of the Holy Spirit. On the 

other hand, we are now finding people reconnecting with church not out of faith but what could be described as self-

indulgence. This reduces the church to nothing more than an institution and our participation into the faith as an mere 

not unlike a contract with our mobile phones. Here, the church simply becomes the supplier of our needs when we 

want it and how we want it. Here we struggle to find true faith and the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

calling us to challenge this approach in a call to renew the church that has been in a sharp decline since the 1960’s. 

We may become smaller in many ways and lose some of our institutions and prestige, but this faith filled community 

that results will be true to what Christ truly calls us to be in the power of the Holy Spirit. In this new Pentecost, we 

pray that the Holy Spirit may, like fire, burn away all that is self-indulgent and false and lead us into complete truth -

CanonMichael   
“Renew your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. Grant to your church that, being of one mind and 

steadfast in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus, and following the lead of blessed Peter, it may advance the reign 

of our Divine Saviour, the reign of love and peace. Amen”. (Pope. St. John XXIII)  

 

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK – When have I avoided the truth? What truth am I avoiding right now?  

How will I confront and accept it? 

about:blank
about:blank


17th MAY LOOKING AHEAD – With the latest round of relaxations of covid restrictions we are now able to accommodate 30 

people at baptisms 30 at weddings and 120 funerals as this ties in with our capacity number for mass. We will be gradually 

reintroducing other elements into the mass starting next week with communion distributed at the usual time within mass and 

we can now have alter servers but they need to continue wear masks as we all continue to do. This will be an opportunity to 

reintroduce a rota for readers and extraordinary Eucharistic ministers to help when necessary, in the distribution of holy 

communion. Because we still need to keep 1m+ distancing St. Josephs which provides the greatest capacity remains the best 

place for much of our celebrations. 

BAPTISM MEETING –. The next meeting to prepare for baptisms will be June 1st at 6pm at St. Josephs  

FAITH WITNESS – A CALL FOR ACTION   Pope Francis has called on us again and again to show solidarity for people who need 

our protection. In spite of this, our government is reopening the former Medomsley Detention Centre as a place to incarcerate 

women who are seeking safety from terrible situations in their own countries. This Sunday, 23rd May at 3pm, Churches and other 

faith communities are standing together in a Faith Witness against the detention centre. Please join us in a prayer service live-

streamed on the Youth Ministry Team Facebook page @youthministryteam. 

 

GIFT AID – If you still require a box or you need a Bankers Order form or any other information, please see Susan Atkinson, 

Chris Collins or Dave Frank at our hub churches or ring 07783326407 leaving us your name and number and we will get back to 

you as soon as we can.  If you did not pay tax in the last financial year and are a member of the Gift Aid scheme, please let us 

know so that we can remove your name from this year’s claim.  Many thanks to all, especially for your patience, in this period of 

transition  

 

200 CLUB – It is not too late to join the 200 club.  Please see Clare Ferguson or David Frank for details.  Next draw at the end of 

May. 

 

St. Bega’s 50th anniversary – On June 7th it will be the 50th anniversary of St. Bega’s please feel free to email 

patriciacarroll09@yahoo.com or post on the St. Bega’s facebook page sharing any memories old or new.  

SAINT MARY’S NOTICES – Red Mission Boxes. Can you please bring your boxes to church and give to Maria Morris.  Readers 

and Ministers There is a list at the back of the porch to sign up for our new rota.  If you can help with stewarding and 

sanitization please contact Bernadette Malcolmson. 

SAINT PATRICK’S NOTICES - Readers and Ministers There is a list at the back of church to sign up for our new rota.  There is 

also a Flower Intention list for those who want to dedicate the Church Flowers for a particular intention.  Please note the weekly 

Lottery draw which was suspended last March will not restart for now.  Monies paid in advance will be returned. 

Mary’s Meals - Mary’s Meals which delivers hope to 18 million children throughout the world is appealing for help.    For 

more information please visit their website on marysmeals.org .uk. 

________________________________________________ 

Listen to the Word      Pentecost Sunday. 

Acts 2: 1-11  Psalm 103  Galatians 5: 16-25   John 15:26-27; 16: 12-15 

The Breath of God 

 

What a time it must have been, the day when the Spirit came.  Lifting up the hearts of all who waited in hope. 

 

When the wind of the Spirit blows, people change, times change.  What went before is cast away, lost in the dust of yesterday.  For now, the 

day dawns on a different world, hopes are born, dreams are reignited with a holy fire, and anything is possible. 

 

Can you imagine that room filled with great apprehension? Men and women, praying that their God would, once again, walk with his people.  

 

Suddenly, in a gust of wind, a blast of hot air, their doubts turn to certainty, the path which seemed covered in thorns and briars was suddenly 

open before them, and, within all hearts, God’s love burned bright, with a flame that could never be extinguished. 

 

These were ordinary people, people like you and me. Honest, God fearing, faithful, now, in a new dawn. the days ahead were filled with 

possibilities.  All they had been taught, all they hoped for, was possible. 

 

Come. Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them, the fire of your love “ 

Alleluia    David Frank  

mailto:patriciacarroll09@yahoo.com


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER 

JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL 

BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, 

CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE 

HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS 

O'DELL, MARY COOPER, NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY 

MASON, NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, 

VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW 

HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, DIANE GOODING, EDDIE PEARSON, KEN KNIGHT.  

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

THERESA STOREY 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

Gloria Pearson. Dorothy Breckon, John Swift, Barbara Gray, Peter Fidgeon. George Canavan, Constance Stelling, 

 Iroulla Kyriakou, Anne Parker. 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

Bridget Howard, Brian Tetlow, Lawrence Leo Bramley, Redmond Shaw, Kit Ryan. 

St John Vianney’s Anniversaries  

Thomas Boagey. Redmond Shaw.  Hilda Smith. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

You will be aware that our secretary, Kelly has started a new job and we are in the process of finding another secretary. I 

am grateful to Ric who is offering support in the office and also to our volunteers on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. They 

will be dealing with calls and emails and also to those who will coordinate and print our newsletter. During this time it would eb better to 

ring the parish house on 272985 and you can always leave a message if there is no one to answer your call immediately. Fr Michael 

 

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday (calls 

charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries, including sacraments:  

Call: 01429 272985 / Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -12.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

about:blank
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During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday  

22nd May 2021  

 

 Weekday of Easter     

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm  

Confessions  

5.00 pm Vigil Mass  

Father Tom Stockham and Charles 

Stockham  

Ann Lewis 

   

Sunday  

23rd May 2021  

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  

10.00 am 

James Lynch (Bday Anv) 

William Gaskarth 

*11.30 am 

Those being received into church 

– invite only   

11.00 am  

Dennis Richardson 

 

9.00 am  

John Darnell  

Monday  

24th May 2021  

Mary, Mother of the 

Church 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Special Intention 

  

 ͠ 
 

͠ 

Tuesday  

25th May 2021  

 

Saint Bede  

12.05 pm Mass 

Barbara Gray (A) 

Fred Parker 

6.00 pm Meeting 

6.30 pm Mass 

Children preparing for first 

sacrament and parents  

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

Wednesday  

26th May 2021  

 

Saint Philip Neri  

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions  

6.00 pm Meeting 

*6.30 pm Mass 

  Children preparing for first 

sacrament and parents  

Michael and David Windram (B 

Day Ann)  

  

Thursday  

27th May 2021 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Eternal High Priest   

12.05 pm Mass  

Eileen Czeba 

6.00 pm Meeting 

6.30 pm Mass 

  Children preparing for first 

sacrament and parents  

  

Friday  

28th May 2021  

 

Saint Christopher 

Magallanes   

11.45am 

Rosary 

 12.05 pm Mass  

Alison Mullins 

Dec. Members of the Hay & 

McLoughlin Families 

     

Saturday  

29th May 2021  

 

 Pope Saint Paul VI     

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm  

Confessions  

5.00 pm Vigil Mass  

Michael Jacques 

People of the Parish 

   

Sunday  

30th May 2021  

 

 The Most Holy Trinity  

10.00 am 

Joan Cooper 

Margaret and Gary Golaglee 

  

*11.00 am  

Rachel Judge 

Guild Mass Fund  

9.00 am  

Mary Lawty (1st Ann) 

Wellbeing of Mark and 

Matthew Lennard  

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

