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SUNDAY 7th MARCH 2021       THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL   

After each mass our wonderful stewards, sometimes assisted by generous volunteers, sanitise our church in 

order to keep us safe.  They do such a wonderful job that there is little varnish left!  It may be hard work to 

clean, but it is much harder to cleanse as Jesus does in our gospel today.  Scattering, knocking over, driving 

out, Jesus declares he wants to stop his Father’s house being turned into a marketplace.  This scandalised many 

people for it upset the usual order of things and challenged people to rethink their priorities and actions.  

Today, we would call it a root and branch reform.  It would cause many to reject Jesus and oppose him on the 

very real road to the cross and resurrection.   

We are entering the middle of Lent.  First with Noah, then Abraham and 

now Moses, we are learning about Gods covenant with His people in order 

to renew our own covenant with God begun in our baptism and renewed 

at Easter.  Today we are reminded that in the heart of the book of Exodus 

there are the ten commandments.  These are more than a ‘do not’ list.  This 

is the foundation stone on which a disparate tribe is united and become 

people with an identity, resting on clear values and way of living their 

covenant.   

Jesus in our gospel is re-establishing the covenant.  This new covenant is not based on Jerusalem and the 

temple, which has so clearly gone astray, but on the Risen body of Jesus.  Jesus our risen lord, does not want to 

live in a temple built of marble, but in my heart and life and that is my covenant.  I must purify with God’s help 

and grace my temple, me!  For this I must be prepared for change but so often I frustrate change, grasping on 

to small bad habits and perhaps bigger ones that have crept into my life and made me less committed, faithful 

and prayerful.  It is very easy for my covenant, my faith, to become a matter of style, without substance, a 

pleasant distraction from my real life and not the way I truly live.   

This is also a challenge to us as a community of faith, people of the new covenant.  Covid has taken away much 

of what we were used to and took for granted.  It has overturned and driven out our distraction and pleasures, 

the things we have invested so much in, the temple we have built and the ways we live our faith.  It is calling us 

back to what really matters, what is at the heart of our faith, what unites us and truly identifies us as the Roman 

Catholic Community in Hartlepool, our covenant of faith.  As St Paul reminds us today, we can be people 

demanding miracles or the acceptance of popular thought and the justification of fashionable lifestyles, but 

what is preached in Christ crucified.  For many an obstacle, naïve and stupid, out of date, an institution 

expected to back up our agenda of when and how we decide we need it, or the power and wisdom of God.  

For Gods foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and Gods weakness is stronger than human strength.   

Father Michael                                             

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How do I profane the temple of the Holy Spirit within me? Within others? 
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THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 

KEEPING LENT 2021  

St Joseph’s remains open for Mass on Tuesday to Friday at 12.05 pm, except Wednesday at 6.30 pm, also our Saturday 

night vigil at 5.00 pm and Sunday morning at 9.00 am and 11.00 am.  You don’t need to book. There are Stations on our 

telephone service all day FRIDAY as well a mid-week reflection and prayers, Wednesday – Thursday.  On Saturday there 

are Stations live streamed in the morning at 9.30 am and available all day on St Mary’s Facebook Page.  St Joseph’s have 

Stations of the Cross on Sundays at 5.00 pm and they will be live streamed on the Holy Family Facebook Page.  Mass 

continues to be live streamed on Wednesdays at 6.30 pm and Sundays at 11.00 am.  On Friday 19th March, after mass 

there will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament finishing with Stations of the Cross before the Blessed Sacrament at 6.00 

pm.  Confessions will also be available.  On Saturday 20th March the Church will open for Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament at 10.00 am ending with mass at 12.05 pm.  This is in place of our usual 24 hours of prayer that usually takes 

place on this weekend in Lent.   

 

The Lenten Daily Reflections are available at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php to view, read, download 

and print.  Whilst we acknowledge many parishioners may enjoy the printed versions of the daily reflections, this year we are also 

offering the daily reflections by email – one sent per day – for anyone who would like to receive them digitally.  Please subscribe here to 

register for daily reflections by email, which started from Ash Wednesday. 

 

Looking ahead we continue our journey of Lent and our celebration of Holy Week in our hub church of St Joseph as the safest and best 

way to serve everybody across the town.  It is our hope that we can re-open St Patrick’s and St Mary’s on Easter Sunday with mass there 

as well as in St Josephs.  This will depend on the continual easing of restrictions.   

 

We have not been given any permissions for baptisms yet.  Our first priority will be for those children who were postponed at the last 

lockdown.  We will respond to calls for emergency baptism, but we will not respond to those who want ‘to book’ in order to secure 

venues for a party afterwards.  As we come out of Covid we need to recapture a faith filled approach to sacraments and put 

convenience and show in the past.    

 

YOUTH MINISTRY – LIVE LENT LITURGIES Every Friday at 10am during Lent there will be a liturgy lead by one of our parish primary 

schools broadcast on the Holy Family Youth YouTube Channel. 

• This week students from St Bega’s School will be leading part 2 of our interactive reflection on the stations of the cross. 

• Next week (Fri 19th March) is the feast of St Joseph and we will stream a live schools Mass which parishioners are welcome to tune into. 

More details in next week’s bulletin.   

• To view visit youtube.com and search for ‘Hartlepool Youth Ministry’or check the parish Facebook page to access the link.  YMT has produced 

‘Wait a Minute – It’s Lent’ videos, which will be available to watch on their YouTube channel which started on Ash Wednesday. 

CAFOD APPEAL TODAY - Please return all CAFOD Family Fast Day envelopes today.  The bucket and additional envelopes are available 

at the back of church.  Next week collect for the Lenten Alms, St Cuthberts Care.  

JOURNEY IN FAITH / RCIA - Participants and new enquirers are invited to email in to holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com in order to 

receive the link to a zoom meeting taking place on Wednesdays at 7.15 pm.  If you do not have internet access, a paper session is 

available after the 6.30 pm mass on Wednesdays.   

PREPARING FOR A NEW FINANCIAL YEAR - Once again, thank you to everybody who have been so generous and committed to 

supporting the parish during these challenging times.  What is evident is collections, like many things have to change and we will never 

completely go back to previous practice as a result.  We will be writing out to Gift Aid contributors shortly in the hope that most 

participants will switch to monthly direct debits.  We will be sending all the details and the necessary form.  After that we will be hoping 

to help everybody to make a similar switch in order to consolidate our collections and to reduce the handling of collections.  I am sure 

everybody understands the importance of this and will help us to make this change. 

____________________________________________________ 

Listen to the Word       Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20: 1-17  Psalm 18  Corinthians 1: 22-25  John 2: 13-25 

 

You, Lord, have the message of Eternal Life 

 

Lord, I asked that I may be perfect,    

and You give me Your Law to revive my soul,  

a simple Law, which I can trust,  

a wise Law that I may follow.   

 

My heart is glad, and my spirit soars with delight, 

for Your words play on my heart strings.  

Your commands are as clear as the mountain stream,  

Your light shines my path, through the darkness of life.    

I need not fear Your holy will, nor doubt the everlasting vision of 

Your Word.  

For, when You speak, Your words resound with truth  

and Your justice brings rejoicing among the oppressed.   

 

What need have I for the riches of this world,  

Your life eternal is more precious than the finest gold.  

Even honey from the comb, gathered by the work of Your 

bees, could not taste any sweeter than the meal You have 

prepared for me.     

 

David Frank 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcHXj7gIXeD8eXtkLvApdPA
http://youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVlOoCyoxRWub3zoPJorMhQ
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OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

 

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, 

ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON, , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL 

SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, 

SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, 

HILARY BRADBURY, MICHAEL GRUFFERTY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE HARRISON, 

DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, SARAH CANN (HAGGETT), MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, WINNIE 

JOY, TERESA FALKINGHAM, DORIS REDDINGTON, MATTHEW THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH 

ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS O'DELL, PAT TURNER, 

MARY COOPER,  NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA 

CHARLTON, MARY MASON,  NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, 

CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET 

KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY.    

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

FR TOM CUMMINGS, PHILIP COATES, JOSEPH MICHAEL HARRION, PATRICIA ANN TURNER, MARGARET SWINBURNE 

and for their families and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

CATHERINE ROBERTSON, DAVID TURNBULL, TOMMY MCCLUSKEY, TIMOTHY MAHONEY, PETER FITZGERALD,  

WINIFRED HALLIBURTON, ENID HEGARTY, AGNES GLOVER, SYDNEY GOODING, JOSEPH BREHENEY.  

 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

ALBERT JOSEPH BATE, AGNES GLOVER, ADA MARY WEBSTER, MARY MAUDE CURREN, MARY ELIZABETH MCCARTHY,  

CLIFFORD STUBBS, ALAN BAKER. 

 

St John Vianney Anniversaries 

KATH REECE, FRANKO FIORINI, KENNETH BULLEY, MICHAEL KIRBY. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

During these present restrictions our hub church, St Joseph’s, remains open for Mass as an exemption to the government 

directive to stay at home, but we also remind anyone who is in the vulnerable category or shielding to take note of the 

government directive and stay at home.  Equally a reminder that Sunday obligation does not apply at this time.  You are 

encouraged to attend Mass through live streaming and to use our telephone service during the week and at weekends.  

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

To book to attend a church or give your details for track and trace:  

Call the sacramental bookings telephone number: 07783326407 

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday 

(calls charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries: Call: 01429 866288 Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -2.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk   
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THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook Page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year of St Joseph Patris Corde, with a Fathers heart marking the 150th anniversary of St Joseph as 

patron of the universal church.  Our Novena starts on Wednesday 10th March prayer cards will be 

provided. 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s St Patrick’s 

Saturday 

6th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent   

 

   

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

Joseph and Mr and Mrs Connor 

Robert Reed 

People of the Parish     

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am. 

 

Sunday  

7th March 2021  

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

9.00 am Mass  

Lewis Boyd 

Marie and Alan Ferguson (A)  

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Kathleen Hodgson (R.D.) 

Sick Person (G.G.) 

 

*5.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

  

Monday  

8th March 2021 

 

͠ 

  
 ͠ 

 

͠ 

Tuesday  

9th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

A Special Birthday 

N.B.F 

  

  

Wednesday  

10th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

 

Novena begins  

 

  

  

11.15 am Funeral  

Joseph Michael Harrion  

(Family invite only) 

1.00 pm Funeral  

Philip Coates  

(Family invite only) 

 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

*6.30 pm Mass 

Annette and Eric Tunstall 

Special Intention (My Family)  

  

Thursday  

11th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Joseph Breheney (A) 

In Thanksgiving (S and K E)  

 2.00 pm   

Crematorium Chapel  

Patricia Ann Turner 

(Family invite only) 

 

Friday  

12th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Lilian Mulraine 

Special Intension (My Grandsons) 

  

  

Saturday  

 13th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

  

  

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

Paul Wilkinson (1st A) 

Harvey Family  

People of the Parish 

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am. 

 

Sunday  

14th March 2021 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent   

 

9.00 am Mass  

Terry Collins 

Eileen Czeba 

  

*11.00 am Mass 

Father Stephen Johnson  

Val Tate (R.D.)  

 

*5.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

  

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

