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SUNDAY 28th MARCH 2021   PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

  
MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL  

Do you remember, in those long-lost days, when we travelled abroad on holiday, how we prepared for our 

journey. Going out and buying all the necessaries like sun-cream and checking our holiday wardrobe was 

‘cool’ enough for the beach.   This was an exercise that reduced our life down to the contents of a suitcase 

and a bag to carry onto the plane and it culminated at the check in desk and the departure gate.  Having 

got through these, the journey and the adventure would truly begin.  

 

Today on this Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord and we find ourselves at the gates of Jerusalem 

checking in to depart on the greatest week of the year.  We will accompany our saviour Jesus Christ in his 

saving passion, death and resurrection, so that we can renew our baptismal promises, our covenant with 

God.   

 

At the beginning of Lent we began our preparations with Noah and the rainbow, the symbol of the new 

covenant, a new beginning after failure of humanity to be faithful to its God.  In Moses we saw the renewal 

of this covenant in the ten commandments written on tablets of stone.  Once again, we were reminded 

that the whole people were unfaithful to their covenant with God which brought about the disaster of 

invasion, destruction and exile.  Jeremiah, the Prophet gave fresh hope in the renewal of the covenant, not 

in a symbol, no matter how beautiful, nor in something written on stone, but written on hearts.  This marks 

the journey from external signs to the internal holding of a covenant within a person.  The covenant is not 

like an agreement or contract to do certain things, but begins within the heart and soul which unites with 

God, truly knowing Him.   

 

‘Anyone who loves their life loses it.  If a person serves me, they must follow me wherever I am, my servant 

will be there too’ (John 1220-23).  Indeed, Jesus has modelled for us this journey, tempted in the desert 

and rejecting all the world offers, for happiness to be close to his Father as the beloved Son, transfigured 

on a mountain.  As the faithful Son, cleansing the temple, the Father’s house and being ready to be lifted 

up to save the world and not condemn it.  To be the grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies in 

order to yield a rich harvest.   

 

Today, having journeyed with Jesus through Lent, we come to the gate into Jerusalem.  Here we stand but 

with empty hands at the departure gate, for we have learnt from Him that what matters now is what is in 

our hearts, where our covenant with God rests, in a relationship based on God’s mercy and love.  We reject 

the actions of crowd and the world that today cries ’Hosanna’ and tomorrow shouts ‘crucify him’ and take 

this step to journey with Jesus to Easter and the renewal of our baptismal promises, our covenant with God 

written on our hearts.  Canon Michael  

 

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

What cross do I find difficult to shoulder myself?  Whose burden have 

I been unwilling to share?  How can I help someone else and/or allow 

myself to be helped? 
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THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 

HOLY WEEK 2021 - St Joseph’s remains open as our hub church for mass during the week and at weekends.  All masses, 

Stations of the Cross and times for private prayer are listed on the back page of the newsletter.  We celebrate Holy Week in our 

hub church of St Joseph as the safest and best way to serve everybody across the town.  On Easter Sunday there will be a 9.00 

am mass at St Patrick’s, 10.00 am at St Joseph’s and 11.00 am at St Mary’s.  Please see the Holy Week leaflet.   

 
On Good Friday, starting at 10.00 am, Holy Family Youth will be hosting a live streamed version of our annual Good Friday walk of witness. Although 

parishioners will not be able to walk together, you can watch Bernadette do the walk on Facebook live and join us in St Joseph’s church in person at 

11.15am for a short Stations of the Cross Service led by our young people. See The Holy Week handout for more details. 

 

We have not been given any permissions for baptisms yet.  Our first priority will be for those children who were postponed at the last lockdown.  We 

will respond to calls for emergency baptism, but we will not respond to those who want ‘to book’ in order to secure venues for a party afterwards.  As 

we come out of Covid we need to recapture a faith filled approach to sacraments and put convenience and show in the past.    

 

HOLY PLACES – Collections to be taken during mass on Saturday 27th March and Sunday 28th March.  Collection for N.B.F. (Sick and Retired Priests) will 

commence on Sunday 11th April and will remain open and contributions invited until 2nd May.  Thank you to all who have contributed to the CAFOD 

Lent Appeal and to supporting St Cuthbert’s Care (Lenten Alms).  Those collections are now closed.   

 

JOURNEY IN FAITH / RCIA – Continues by zoom on Wednesdays at 7.15 pm.  Please keep our participants in your prayers and we hope that they will 

be able to join us for the renewal of baptismal promises at our Easter Vigil.    

 

FINANCE NEWS – Thank you to everyone on our gift aid scheme who have responded in great numbers and switched to paying directly through the 

bank.  For those who have decided to stick with the gift aid boxes, we hope to be able to distribute the boxes as soon as they come from the printers.  

In the meantime, please use any spare envelopes that you have for your contribution.  There are some green gift aid envelopes available at the back of 

church, please simply write your gift aid number on them.  When the new envelopes are available, you will receive a new number on your envelope and 

this will be your gift aid number from now on.  For those who are non-gift aid, boxes of white envelopes will be available from Easter Sunday onwards.  

Again, we would appeal to you to use the form if possible and switch to paying directly through the bank.  It is a very easy process and the form is 

already partly made out to help you.  As we go forward one of the long-term changes is the way that we collect in our offertories.   

 

200 CLUB – Saint Patrick’s 200 Club will restart from 1st April.  Subs are as before £25.00 full year, £12.50 for 6 months, £6.25 Quarterly.  Prize money 

remains the same, £150. £75 and £25 prizes every month.  Due to present difficulties can you please place your subscription in an envelope, mark the 

envelope 200 Club and your name, cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 200 Club” please. You can put the envelope in the collection box at Saint 

Joseph’s Church.   If you wish to join club which is open to all parishioners and friends of Holy Family Parish please mark your envelope “New Member” 

and enclose your name and address and we will be in touch with you, alternatively see Clare Ferguson, Tony Spellman, or Dave Frank. 

 

BONUS BALL – The bonus ball is suspended until further notice and we are grateful for a further donation of £40.00 to parish funds.   

          __________________________________________________ 

Listen to the Word         Passion Sunday 

Isaiah 50: 4-7   Psalm 21   Philippians 2: 6-11  Mark 14: 1 – 15: 47 

The readings for Passion Sunday are an introduction to the most important week in our lives.  Our Faith is not based on a series of 

documents or the theological work of learned scholars but on a belief that God exists, that, in His love for us, He sent His Son to live 

as we live, and that the Son of God died so that we may live, not just for today, but for ever.  The readings are just words unless, in 

your heart of hearts, you believe this basic statement of faith.  Deep within the meaning of Holy Week is this basic truth and, in the 

next seven days, we will know once again what it means to be a follower of the Son of God. 

Isaiah was writing hundreds of years before the events of Holy Week occurred in historical time.  His words, however, echo through 

the life of the church.  Read them carefully for this is an introduction to discipleship, to Christian life.  We have a voice, so that we 

can speak up for those who are less fortunate; we have hearing, so that we can hear the cries of those in pain, in trouble and suffering 

for their beliefs.  When we live as a disciple, we do so knowing; that the power of God is behind our actions and that, whatever comes 

our way, we are held in His loving arms. 

Paul lived as a disciple; he was beaten, stoned, spat at, and left for dead; so he knows the price of discipleship.  Through his 

experiences he can see, clearly, the life and mission of Jesus; and, in today’s reading, he gives us a wonderful hymn of faith.  The 

Gospel you will hear today takes us through the events of Holy Thursday and Good Friday; Paul, in this prayer, brings together the 

essential facts and proclaims that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who dies that we may be free from sin and have eternal life. 

The life of Christ is, in part, a study of the conflict between the different sections of the Jewish people as they try to understand 

His words and actions.  Many fail to make the connection between prophesy and fact.  In Mark’s Gospel it is left to a Gentile, the 

Roman Centurion, to speak for us all and proclaim that Jesus is indeed the Son of God. 

            David Frank 



   OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, ANTHONY 

WEEGRAM, PETER JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON, , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, 

MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, SARAH CARROLL, OWEN 

MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, HILARY BRADBURY, MICHAEL 

GRUFFERTY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE HARRISON, DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, 

MARIE LYDON, SARAH CANN (HAGGETT), MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, WINNIE JOY, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW 

THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN 

RICHARDSON, DORIS O'DELL, MARY COOPER,  NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA 

ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY MASON,  NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA 

WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, 

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY. 

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

SHELAGH HANNON, DORIS MAY REDDINGTON, WILLIAM (BILLY) KENNEDY, COLIN SUTHERAN, CATHERINE WALLACE   

and for their families and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

DELIA HARDY, DAVID CROWE, EDITH BLACKMORE, MAUREEN COOK, ALAN PRICE, FRED POTTER, BILL ARMSTRONG, ALAN 

JACKSON.  

 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

EDDIE PERCIVAL, KENNY LAMB, TONY ATKINSON, BRIAN WALLACE, ALICE MAUD HEAL. JIM WELCH. 

 

St John Vianney Anniversaries 

CELIA O'NEIL, HARRY BENTHAM, THE MALONE FAMILY, LAWRENCE LARKIN, MATTIE PURCEL, MARGARET GUFFICK. 

 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

During these present restrictions our hub church, St Joseph’s, remains open for Mass as an exemption to the government 

directive to stay at home, but we also remind anyone who is in the vulnerable category or shielding to take note of the 

government directive and stay at home.  Equally a reminder that Sunday obligation does not apply at this time.  You are 

encouraged to attend Mass through live streaming and to use our telephone service during the week and at weekends.  

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

 

For enquiries about sacraments please telephone 07783326407  

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday 

(calls charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries: Call: 01429 866288 Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -2.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 
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THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook Page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s  St Patrick’s  

Saturday 

27th March  

 

Weekday of Lent  

 

   

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Jean Jacques 

Special Intention (Grandsons)   

People of the Parish  

 

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am  

(St Mary’s)  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  

28th March 2021  

 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION OF THE LORD  

 

Blessing of Palms to be 

distributed at the end of all 

masses. 

9.00 am Mass  

Harry Bentham (BDayA) 

Special Intention (My Family) 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Lewis Boyd 

Paul Lee   

 

*5.00 pm Stations of the Cross  

 

 

Monday  

29th March 2021 

 

 

͠ 

  
 ͠ 

 

͠ 

Tuesday  

30th March 2021 

 

Tuesday in Holy Week 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Derek Stalley and Leslie Hanson  

Lilian Mulraine 

  

  

Wednesday  

31st March 2021 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week  

  

10.15 am Funeral  

William Kennedy  

(Family invite only) 

 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions  

*6.30 pm Mass 

In Thanksgiving 

N.B.F.    

  

Thursday  

1st April 2021  

 

HOLY THURSDAY  

 

PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

6.30 pm Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper 

Special Intention  

Rachel Judge  

 

(Church remains open until  

9.30 pm) 

 

 

 
Friday  

2nd April 2021 

 

GOOD FRIDAY  

(Fasting & Abstinece)  

*11.15 am Stations of the cross  

 

3.00 pm Commemoration of the 

Lord’s Passion  

 

6.00 pm Stations of the Cross  

 

*10.00 am  

Live streamed Walk with  

the Cross. Follow on 

Facebook Page only.  

*10.00 am  

Live streamed Walk with  

the Cross. Follow on Facebook 

Page only. 

Saturday  

 3rd April 2021 

 

HOLY SATURDAY   

5.00 pm Easter Vigil 

Harold Joseph Sweeting  

Special Intention (C.E.) 

   

Sunday  

4th April 2021 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  

 

10.00 am 

 Renewal of Baptismal  

Promises and the Mass of  

Easter Day  

Carole Bartle  

Fr Stephen Johnson  

 

11.00 am  

Renewal of Baptismal 

Promises and the Mass of 

Easter Day 

Kenny Lamb  

 

9.00 am  

Renewal of Baptismal 

Promises and the Mass of 

Easter Day   

Fr Tom Cunningham 
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