
                                     Canon Michael Griffiths:01429 272985 

Fr Jim Angus: 01429 266734 
Ric Slatter (Coordinator, Holy Family Youth): t:07741162085 e:ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 

Parish Office: 01423 866288, holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  Newsletter items:  hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY 21st MARCH 2021       FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
PASTORAL LETTER 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,  

 

We will soon be celebrating Holy Week and thankfully this year we will do so as a worshipping community gathered in our various 

churches.  Holy Week is a special time of grace.  By reliving through the liturgy the events of the death and resurrection of the Lord, we 

draw strength and inspiration for our journey of faith both as individuals and as a Church community.  

 

Of course the pandemic from which we have all suffered in the last year has made many feel vulnerable and frightened.  Many of you I 

know have suffered bereavement as a result of this deadly virus and all of us have had to adapt to a new lifestyle in lockdown, which 

brings its own pressures and anxieties.  The pandemic has changed the lives of all of us; it is not only a British disease but one which is 

being suffered over the globe by people of every faith and ethnicity.  We are fortunate in this country to have such an efficient 

vaccination programme, to help us look forward to a brighter future.  There are many in the world who do not have such a possibility so 

I hope that all of you will avail yourselves of the vaccine to bring the virus under control, not only for our own good but also for the 

common good of the whole of humanity.  The fewer people with COVID-19 means the less it will spread.  Please be responsible.  

 

As we draw near to Easter we are also, please God, drawing closer to a return to a more normal way of life.  We have yet to discover 

what our post pandemic life will be.  We will need time to adapt, time to reflect and of course a time to recover from the trauma we 

have lived through.  This will be a process in which we will engage on many levels in our own families, in our parishes and in civil 

society.  It may be a long process; healing takes time.  

 

At the same time, we are certain in faith that the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ brings us new life and hope.  It is not just one 

event in human history among the many that have happened and are done with.  The resurrection of Christ is that event which changes 

and redefines all the events of human history and gives a different meaning to everything.  In Christ’s resurrection everything has been 

transformed and reconfigured, reappraised and understood in a fundamentally new way.  Today’s Gospel sets the scene for the 

forthcoming drama of Holy Week.  We hear that a final cosmic battle with Satan is about to begin.  This battle will involve Christ’s 

death, but that death will be unimaginably fruitful in defeating evil and granting his followers access to eternal life.  

 

St John Henry Newman said: “Christ came to gather together in one all the elements of good dispersed throughout the world, to make 

them his own, to illuminate them with himself, to reform and refashion them into himself.  He came to make a new and better 

beginning of all things than Adam had been, and to be the fountain head from which all good might flow”.  

 

So we need to enter into the mystery of Easter if we are to lead an authentic Christian life.  We do not make a merely intellectual 

response to our resurrection faith but live it day by day as a life changing event.  How do we do that?  Pope Francis says: we need “the 

ability to wonder, to contemplate; the ability to listen to the silence and to hear the tiny whisper amid the great silence by which God 

speaks to us.”  To enter into the mystery means going beyond our own comfort zones, beyond our apathy and indifference and to seek 

out that which is beautiful and true.  A whole new set of possibilities are given to us through the power of the resurrection.  New life, 

new vision, new beginnings are offered us and indeed the whole cosmos is healed and sanctified by the risen Christ.  As we emerge 

from the pandemic, we place our trust in him who will show us new ways of living and give us new hope and a fresh vision so that we 

can rebuild our lives and reach out to those in any kind of need.   

 

May I take this opportunity once more to thank our NHS workers and all those who are on the front line in the caring professions.  We 

are deeply grateful to you.  Thanks also to those volunteers who have worked hard to keep our churches open.  Finally, I wish you all, 

your families and loved ones a blessed Holy Week and every joy of the Easter season.  

 

Yours devotedly in Jesus Christ  

 

 

 

Rt Rev Robert Byrne CO 

Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle  

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK   - What is the hardest 

decision you have made recently in obedience to God?  Thank 

God for it! 
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THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 

KEEPING LENT 2021  

St Joseph’s remains open as our hub church for mass during the week and at weekends.  All masses, Stations of the Cross and times for private 

prayer are listed on the back page of the newsletter.  The Lenten Daily Reflections are available 

at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php to view, read, download and print.   We continue our journey of Lent and 

our celebration of Holy Week in our hub church of St Joseph as the safest and best way to serve everybody across the town.  On Easter Sunday 

there will be a 9.00 am mass at St Patrick’s, 10.00 am at St Joseph’s and 11.00 am at St Mary’s.  Please see the Holy Week leaflet.   

 

We have not been given any permissions for baptisms yet.  Our first priority will be for those children who were postponed at the last 

lockdown.  We will respond to calls for emergency baptism, but we will not respond to those who want ‘to book’ in order to secure venues for a 

party afterwards.  As we come out of Covid we need to recapture a faith filled approach to sacraments and put convenience and show in the 

past.    

 

YOUTH MINISTRY – LIVE LENT LITURGIES - Our final schools Mass this term will be this Friday (26th) live from St Cuthbert’s Primary School 

celebrating their patron saint. Mass will start at 10am on the Holy Family Youth YouTube Channel and parishioners are very welcome to tune into. To view 

visit youtube.com and search for ‘Hartlepool Youth Ministry’ or check the parish Facebook page to access the link 

Looking ahead to Holy Week, Holy Family Youth will be hosting a live streamed version of our annual Good Friday walk of witness on Friday 2nd April. 
Although parishioners will not be able to walk together, you can watch Bernadette and Ric do the walk on Facebook live and join us in St Joseph’s church in 
person  at 11.15am for a short Stations of the Cross Service led by our young people. See The Holy Week handout for more details., 

 

WAIT A MINUTE, IT’S LENT - A new one minute reflection is available at the YMT YouTube Channel every day during lent. On Tuesday (23rd) 

the reflection has been created by members of our own young leadership team from Holy family Youth Ministry. It can be viewed directly here 

when it premiers on Tuesday: https://youtu.be/flb23IZ9YJ0 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION FOR COVID-19 - We welcome the designation of Tuesday 23rd March as a National Day of Reflection to 

mark the anniversary of the first national lockdown with a minute’s silence at midday and doorstep vigils of light at 8.00 pm.  The church will be 

open from 11.00 am before the 12.05 pm mass at  

6.00 pm – 8.00 pm.   

 

LENTEN ALMS - Thank you for returning CAFOD envelopes and you can still return envelopes for the remainder of Lent.  Today we open the 

fund for St Cuthbert’s care and its charitable work within the Diocese.  Your financial support enables them to continue in these challenging 

days.   

 

JOURNEY IN FAITH / RCIA – Continues by zoom on Wednesdays at 7.15 pm.  Please keep our participants in your prayers.  

 

GIFT AID – Thank you to everybody on our gift aid scheme who has responded and switched to paying directly through the bank.  Gift aid 

boxes of envelopes are ready for collection this weekend for those who have not made the switch.  If you are a tax-payer and would like to join 

the scheme, forms are also available.  Boxes of envelopes for non-gift aiders and forms to pay through the bank will be available the Sunday 

after Easter.  

 

200 CLUB – Saint Patrick’s 200 Club will restart from 1st April.  Subs are as before £25.00 full year, £12.50 for 6 months, £6.25 Quarterly.  Prize 

money remains the same, £150. £75 and £25 prizes every month.  Due to present difficulties can you please place your subscription in an 

envelope, mark the envelope 200 Club and your name, cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 200 Club” please. You can put the envelope 

in the collection box at Saint Joseph’s Church.   If you wish to join club which is open to all parishioners and friends of Holy Family Parish please 

mark your envelope “New Member” and enclose your name and address and we will be in touch with you, alternatively see Clare Ferguson, 

Tony Spellman, or Dave Frank. 

 __________________________________________________ 

Listen to the Word          Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34  Psalm 50   Hebrews 5: 7-9   John 12: 20-30 

Today’s readings take on a note of anticipation; there are signs that warn us to be prepared for what is coming as Jesus makes his way to 

Jerusalem but there are also undertones which remind us that the world is changing, that a fuller prophesy of the life and death of Our Lord is 

about to be revealed. The passage from Jeremiah begins “See, the days are coming”: the prophet is drawing a line in the sand.  The covenant 

that God had made with His people has been broken and He is seeking to establish a new covenant.  This will be sealed in the hearts of the 

people.  It is a covenant that will bring neighbour to neighbour in their knowledge of the Lord.  A covenant of forgiveness and mercy.  In his 

foreword to “Take and Read the Gospel of John” the author Father John J Henry writes “The Gospel of John is unique among the four Gospels.  

It has been prized by many since early times as a valued source of spiritual nourishment.  It interweaves the easily-grasped world of what is 

visible and material, with the deeper world of reflection, mystery and the spirit. It’s mystery, timelessness, and freshness constantly surprises 

us”.  We begin today’s Gospel with a group of Greeks who want to meet Christ.  They represent the gentile world seeking for truth.  They 

approach Philip and Andrew, the two apostles who were called to “Come and See” when they first encountered Jesus, the Lamb of God.  There is 

a moment here of reflection, of a new beginning not of the ministry of Jesus to the Jewish people but of a ministry to the whole world.  The 

Gospel speaks of the grain of wheat which “falls on the ground and dies” and that “if it dies, it yields a rich harvest”.  It is a parable on the 

teaching and example of Jesus and of His death and resurrection.  Faith in Jesus grows because He does everything the Father asks of Him.  If 

we can change and live as Jesus asks us to, if we spend our lives in loving care of our neighbour and deny the selfish life we could lead, then we 

are living as true servants of God and this will lead us to eternal life.                
             David Frank 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcHXj7gIXeD8eXtkLvApdPA
http://youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/life2dfull/
https://youtu.be/flb23IZ9YJ0


 

OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, 

ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON, , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL 

SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, 

SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, 

HILARY BRADBURY, MICHAEL GRUFFERTY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE HARRISON, 

DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, SARAH CANN (HAGGETT), MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, WINNIE 

JOY, TERESA FALKINGHAM, MATTHEW THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM 

ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS O'DELL, MARY COOPER,  NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, 

TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA CHARLTON, MARY MASON,  NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT 

NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, VERA 

MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, 

ANDREW HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY, COLIN SUTHERAN.     

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

FR RONNIE RICHMOND, FR WILF ELKIN, ROBERT W. ELSDON, WILLIAM KENNEDY, DORIS MAY REDDINGTON,  

SHELAGH HANNON, and in St Joseph’s Church, the funerals of 

STUART A. CREBBIN – Tuesday, 23rd March at 1.15 pm  

MARY FLEET – Wednesday, 24th March at 10.00 am  

And for their families and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

TERESA HILL, CATHERINE BRAITHWAITE, ETTIE O’HICKEY, JOHN THOMAS HUGHES, MARY ANN CLARK, BABY ELIZABETH 

ROBINSON, MARGARET (PEGGY) PARKER, MARGARET LAMB.   

 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

 LINDA IRENE LISTER, JOSEPH CURREN, EILEEN AGNES JOHNSON, MAY MARY SHORT, JANE GOFTON, JOHN JOSEPH 

GRAVES, CELIA O'NEIL. 

 

St John Vianney Anniversaries 

JOHN WATT, ROBERT TURNER, REV. JOHN JO DONNELLY, LINDA AINSLEY. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

During these present restrictions our hub church, St Joseph’s, remains open for Mass as an exemption to the government 

directive to stay at home, but we also remind anyone who is in the vulnerable category or shielding to take note of the 

government directive and stay at home.  Equally a reminder that Sunday obligation does not apply at this time.  You are 

encouraged to attend Mass through live streaming and to use our telephone service during the week and at weekends.  

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

 

For enquiries about sacraments please telephone 07783326407  

To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday 

(calls charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries: Call: 01429 866288 Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -2.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk 
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THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook Page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Joseph’s  Live Stream   

Saturday 

20th March  

 

St Cuthbert,  

Patron of the Diocese  

 

   

10.00 am  

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament ending in mass at  

12.05 pm  

Special Intention   

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

In Thanksgiving (M.B)  

Special Intention (L.V.) 

People of the Parish  

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am  

(St Mary’s)  

 

Sunday  

21st March 2021  

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

9.00 am Mass  

George Hoey  

Maria and Raphael Ko  

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Tonia Hanson  

Raymond and Eileen Biddle  

*5.00 pm Stations of the 

Cross 

(St Joseph’s)  

 

Monday  

22nd March 2021 

 

͠ 

  
 ͠ 

 

͠ 

Tuesday  

23rd March 2021 

 

 Weekday of Lent  

12.05 pm Mass 

Kath Coombe and family  

Paul Dickson and family  

  

  

Wednesday  

24th March 2021 

 

 Weekday of Lent  

  

  

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions  

 

*6.30 pm Mass 

  Special Intention (C.E.) 

Joanna J. Y. Kim 

  

Thursday  

25th March 2021  

 

The Annunciation of the 

Lord (Solemnity) 

12.05 pm Mass 

Eileen Trundley 

Very Special Intention   

  

Friday  

26th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent  

 

   

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Pat Turner (R.D.) 

N.B.F. 

 

12.35 pm – 6.00 pm Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

 

 

*10.00 am  

Live streamed from St 

Cuthbert’s School 

(not open to public but 

live streamed, see 

Facebook Page for details 

Mass in Celebration of St 

Cuthbert  

 

*6.00 pm Stations of the 

Cross  

 

Saturday  

 27th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent   

  

  

10.00 am  

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament ending in mass at  

12.05 pm  

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

Jean Jacques 

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am 

(St Mary’s)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collection taken for Holy 

Places  

 

Sunday  

28th March 2021 

 

Passion Sunday  

(Palm Sunday) 

 

9.00 am Mass  

Harry Bentham (BDayA) 

Special Intention (My family)  

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Lewis Boyd  

Paul Lee  

*5.00 pm Stations of the 

Cross 

(St Joseph’s)  

 

 

Collection taken for Holy 

Places 
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