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SUNDAY 14th MARCH 2021       FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL   

When I was young, we planted spring bulbs in pots.  Rather than wait for nature to take its course we put them 

in the dark, first in the cold, then the warm, to trick them it was spring.  Then leaving them in the dark to make 

them grow fast, until at last we brought them into the light.  You could do the same with a bucket over young 

rhubarb.  In gardening circles it’s called forcing light and the lack of it can have a tremendous effect, not just 

on plants but also on people.  In St John gospel today, there is that chilling phrase, men have shown they 

prefer darkness to the light.  Our sinfulness wants to hide in the dark and avoid the light, like Adam hiding 

from God having eaten the apple.  

We have been following God’s covenant with Noah, Abraham and Moses.  Today we concentrate on God’s 

covenant with his people, with us.  The book of Chronicles tells the story of the chosen people who, from the 

top to the bottom, have shown they preferred darkness. Abandoning the covenant they find themselves 

invaded, their country destroyed and themselves carried off into working exile in Babylon.  God’s mercy 

prevails and as the people turn again to His light, they return home and the temple is restored.   

Nicodemus, in the gospel is told that God sent his only son into the world, not to condemn the world but to 

save it.  That is how much God loves us and does not want us to be lost but to have eternal life.  Today Jesus is 

saying this about our covenant, our relationship with God. We are called to embrace the light of God’s loving 

mercy and to reject the darkness of selfishness and sin.  

Today we are being called as people of the New Covenant in Christ out of darkness, into light.  This light is 

seen in the generous mercy of God bringing us from our death through sin to life in Christ.  We are saved not 

by anything we have done or earned, but by God’s gift and our faith in His grace and mercy.  We are loveable 

through the gift of God’s love and mercy and so we become God’s work of art.  By living in the truth of God’s 

love and grace we come into the light so that it may be plainly seen that what we do is done in God.  

This week we celebrate three Saints in light, who embraced the light of God’s love and demonstrated the 

power of God’s love working in them, St Patrick, St Cuthbert and St Joseph.  St Patrick is an example of merciful 

love for trafficked into slavery in Ireland.  On escaping, he determined to return to his enslavers with the light 

of the gospel of Christ.  St Cuthbert wanted to be a hermit but put aside his personal preference to take 

various responsibilities in the monastery and eventually to serve the people of the North as a Bishop.  There 

was further challenge for, brought up in the Celtic tradition, after the Council of Whitby, he put aside his 

preference and patiently, as Prior of Lindisfarne, taught the monks to embrace the universal Roman tradition.  

Pope Francis has written to us in this Year of St Joseph of the example of St Joseph as the quiet, humble, living 

out of God’s will, as against the celebrity culture of today and the desire of so many to be famous in some way.  

This is in stark contrast to St Joseph and to the many in this challenging time who lovingly and without acclaim 

are generous, committed and seek the common good in the light of the gospel.       

           Father Michael                                             

This week’s readings

  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK  - How can I follow the example of St Joseph, St Patrick and St 

Cuthbert in bringing the light of God’s love and mercy to those around me?  
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THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 

KEEPING LENT 2021  

St Joseph’s remains open as our hub church for mass during the week and at weekends.  All masses, Stations of the Cross and times for private 

prayer are listed on the back page of the newsletter.  The Lenten Daily Reflections are available 

at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php to view, read, download and print.  Whilst we acknowledge many 

parishioners may enjoy the printed versions of the daily reflections, this year we are also offering the daily reflections by email – one sent per 

day – for anyone who would like to receive them digitally.  Please subscribe here to register for daily reflections by email, which started from 

Ash Wednesday.  Looking ahead we continue our journey of Lent and our celebration of Holy Week in our hub church of St Joseph as the safest 

and best way to serve everybody across the town.  It is our hope that we can re-open St Patrick’s and St Mary’s on Easter Sunday with mass 

there as well as in St Josephs.  This will depend on the continual easing of restrictions.   

 

We have not been given any permissions for baptisms yet.  Our first priority will be for those children who were postponed at the last 

lockdown.  We will respond to calls for emergency baptism, but we will not respond to those who want ‘to book’ in order to secure venues for a 

party afterwards.  As we come out of Covid we need to recapture a faith filled approach to sacraments and put convenience and show in the 

past.    

 

YOUTH MINISTRY – LIVE LENT LITURGIES Every Friday at 10am during Lent there will be a liturgy lead by one of our parish primary schools 

broadcast on the Holy Family Youth YouTube Channel. This week students from Sacred Heart will be leading an interactive reflection on the 

stations of the cross. 

 

LENTEN ALMS - Thank you for returning CAFOD envelopes and you can still return envelopes for the remainder of Lent.  Today we open the 

fund for St Cuthbert’s care and its charitable work within the Diocese.  You financial support enables them to continue in these challenging 

days.   

 

JOURNEY IN FAITH / RCIA – Continues by zoom on Wednesdays at 7.15 pm.  Please get in touch with the parish office if you would like to 

take part.   

 

PREPARING FOR A NEW FINANCIAL YEAR – We thank everybody on our Gift Aid Scheme for responding to our update and to the changing 

of how we collect our gift aid contributions.  Thank you for returning the reply slips and we will be working on them and any necessary follow 

ups.  We will next also be appealing to parishioners who make their ordinary contributions week by week to consider doing this by direct debit 

or standing order through their banks and will be distributing the necessary form for you to do this.  We thank everybody for their 

understanding as we try to adapt to the new way of doing things as a result of Covid-19.   

 

200 CLUB – Saint Patrick’s 200 Club will restart from 1st April.  Subs are as before £25.00 full year, £12.50 for 6 months, £6.25 Quarterly.  Prize 

money remains the same, £150. £75 and £25 prizes every month.  Due to present difficulties can you please place your subscription in an 

envelope, mark the envelope 200 Club and your name, cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 200 Club” please. You can put the envelope 

in the collection box at Saint Joseph’s Church.   If you wish to join club which is open to all parishioners and friends of Holy Family Parish please 

mark your envelope “New Member” and enclose your name and address and we will be in touch with you, alternatively see Clare Ferguson, 

Tony Spellman, or Dave Frank. 

 

CAFOD - Jeremy, Emma, Josh, Elena and Sara would like to thank everyone who sponsored them on their Big Walk for Water in aid of CAFOD. 

Your generosity was amazing and we managed to raise a fantastic £813 to help provide water to remote communities overseas. It's not too late 

to support us, if you'd still like to. Just go to https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/familycain. Thanks very much.

 _____________________________________________________ 

 Listen to the Word         Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23  Psalm 136   Ephesians 2: 4-10   John 3: 14-21 

Nicodemus was a very influential member of the Sanhedrin and a prominent Pharisee, he was also a “seeker after the truth”; he had heard about Jesus 

and His teaching and he came secretly, at night, to speak to Him and to gain an understanding of His message.  He was aware that there were many 

false messiahs, who appeared from time to time in Israel, and who vanished just as quickly but he also realised that Jesus was different from these others 

and so he took the great risk of contacting Jesus and arranging the meeting. 

This was a pivotal event in the ministry of Christ, an opportunity to engage with a powerful figure in Judaism and to discuss His ministry with him.  Jesus 

begins this passage with an important symbol from Israel’s past, “the serpent in the desert”.  In today’s first reading we hear of the sins and 

transgressions of the people as they turned away from God and the subsequent devastation of their nation and slavery in Babylon.  This is just one 

example of how they broke their covenant with God, another occasion occurred in the Exodus from Egypt when again the Israelites grumbled to Moses 

about the Manna, the gift from God that saved them from starvation.  God’s punishment for this transgression was a plague of fiery serpents which was 

only relieved when Moses had made a bronze figure of a serpent on a stick which he raised in sight of the people and those afflicted were healed.   

Jesus speaks of the “Son of Man” who is “lifted up”, “so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him”.  He then speaks of the God “who loved 

the world so much that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost”.  We cannot know the effect of this discussion on 

Nicodemus; we can only put ourselves in his place and wonder at this prophesy and how it touches us.   Please read this passage slowly to yourself and 

try to absorb the message.  It is one of great love, great sacrifice; a message that has touched the hearts of millions throughout the ages and it is written 

for you today.  The sacrifice of Calvary is to come, the light of Christ shines through His church and in the hearts of all who follow Him.  It will defeat the 

darkness of sin and we will be known as people “who live by the truth”.  The message he received brought Nicodemus to the foot of the cross and the 

body of Our Saviour into his hands, that same message is for us today.                                                                         David Frank  

     

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayerlentresources.php
https://mailchi.mp/a8e009f9c779/w174hpb3c0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcHXj7gIXeD8eXtkLvApdPA
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/familycain


OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

 

STEPHEN ANDERSON, MARGARET BURKE, 

CHRISTINE HANSELL, CORAZON SIMPSON, LORRAINE GALEN, PAUL MOORE, JIM MCKENNA, BRENDA STOTT, 

ANTHONY WEEGRAM, PETER JOHNSON, MATTHEW STEEL, MYRA PATTISON, , VERONICA COCHRANE,  GAIL 

SYMINGTON, MURIEL HOWE, MOIRA KELLY, MICHAEL BLACKFORD, AGNES SCULLY, MAUREEN MAGUIRE, PETER GRIEVES, 

SARAH CARROLL, OWEN MCENEANEY, NORA TRISCHLER, MOLLY HUGHES, CHRISTINE JONES, HILDA RYAN, KAY BURNS, 

HILARY BRADBURY, MICHAEL GRUFFERTY, BRETT SWAIN, BETTY CRANE, KAY WALLACE, BELLA HOEY, LYNNE HARRISON, 

DOROTHY GEEN, MILLIE PEARCE, MARIE LYDON, SARAH CANN (HAGGETT), MICHAEL CANN, MARY HARPER, WINNIE 

JOY, TERESA FALKINGHAM, DORIS REDDINGTON, MATTHEW THACKERAY, MARIE CHOLMONDELEY, JOSEPH 

ROBINSON, ETTY JORDAN, PAM ROBERTSON, SYLVICE NOTRIANNI, JEAN RICHARDSON, DORIS O'DELL, PAT TURNER, 

MARY COOPER,  NEIL DAVIS, ALISON FOSTER, TERESA FALKINGHAM, JONATHON VOKES, PAULA ROGERS, RITA 

CHARLTON, MARY MASON,  NATALIE EGLINTINE, PAT NESS, TOM GILFOYLE, LOTTIE DOCHERTY, VERONICA WILKINSON, 

CHRISTOPHER MGHEE, MARY HARRIS, VERA MARRIOTT, WINNIE OLIVER, COLIN PRICE, KITTY NEWSTEAD, MARGARET 

KIRKPATRICK, JEAN RAYMENT, PAT BAKER, ANDREW HAYGARTH, DANIEL COSBY.    

 

All the sick and their carers both at home and in hospital are prayed for at each Mass as well as the health and safety of all 

parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

FR RONALD RICHMOND, FR TOM CUMMINGS and in St Joseph’s Church, the funerals of 

MARGARET SWINBURNE – Tue 16th March at 1.15 pm,  

VERONICA DUNN – Wed 17th March at 10.00 am,  

(family invite only) 

and for their families and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those who’s anniversaries fall this week: 

 

St Joseph’s Anniversaries 

JOSEPHINE BAILEY, CONNIE JOHNS, MARIE BERNADETTE KIRBY, STELLA COLLEDGE, PAUL WILKINSON 

 

St Mary’s Anniversaries 

LILLIAN SLACK, JULIA RAFTERY, MARY HANNAH WATLING, JENNIE ROBINSON. 

 

St John Vianney Anniversaries 

EDNA WILSON, BILL COX, DAVID REECE, FRANCIS CONNOR, MARY FITZGERALD, STANLEY CRONIN. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

During these present restrictions our hub church, St Joseph’s, remains open for Mass as an exemption to the government 

directive to stay at home, but we also remind anyone who is in the vulnerable category or shielding to take note of the 

government directive and stay at home.  Equally a reminder that Sunday obligation does not apply at this time.  You are 

encouraged to attend Mass through live streaming and to use our telephone service during the week and at weekends.  

Please also encourage others and help them to keep in touch through the methods below.  

 

For enquiries about sacraments please telephone 07783326407  

 
To receive this newsletter by email each week: email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com  

Pre-recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 – recorded rosary and devotional prayers each Wednesday and Sunday 

(calls charged at local rate) 

Contacting the parish: 

Parish Office- for general Parish enquiries: Call: 01429 866288 Email: holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between the hours of 10.00 am -2.00 pm 

 

Holy Family Youth: For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer  

Call: Ric Slatter on 07741162085 or email ric@holyfamilyyouth.co.uk   
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THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

 *Live stream: Holy Family Parish Facebook Page 

Pre-recorded telephone liturgies Call: 01429 / 450388 to listen to prayers and reflection connected with these days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Joseph’s  St Mary’s St Patrick’s 

Saturday 

13th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent   

 

   

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

Paul Wilkinson (1st A) 

Harvey Family  

People of the Parish      

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am. 

 

Sunday  

14th March 2021  

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

9.00 am Mass  

Terry Collins  

Eileen Czeba  

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Father Stephen Johnson  

Val Tate (R.D.)  

 

*5.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

  

Monday  

15th March 2021 

 

͠ 

  
 ͠ 

 

͠ 

Tuesday  

16th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Monica Wilson  

George and Mary Angel  

 

  

  

Wednesday  

17th March 2021 

 

St Patrick,  

Apostle of Ireland 

 

  

  

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Confessions 

*6.30 pm Mass 

Edmund Niland (BDayA) 

Father Thomas Cunningham  

 

 
Thursday  

18th March 2021 

 

Weekday of Lent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Stanislaw and Karolina Mrozek 

Sheila Dolan   

  

Friday  

19th March 2021 

 

St Joseph, Huband of the 

B.V.M.  

12.05 pm Mass 

Paul Lennard  

Michael O’Hickey 

 

12.35 pm – 6.00 pm Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

*6.00 pm Stations of the Cross  

  

 

 
Saturday  

 20th March 2021 

 

St Cuthbert,  

Patron of the Diocese  

  

  

10.00 am  

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament ending in mass at  

12.05 pm  

Special Intention   

 

4.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

Confessions  

 

5.00 pm Mass 

In Thanksgiving (M.B.) 

Special Intention (L.V.) 

*Stations live streamed  

at 9.30 am. 

 

Sunday  

21st March 2021 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent   

 

9.00 am Mass  

George Hoey 

Maria and Raphael Ko 

  

*11.00 am Mass 

Tonia Hanson  

Raymond and Eileen Biddle  

*5.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

  

https://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

